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INTRODUCTION. 

HIS pamplilet is not a general Route-book, but is intended to T give as full an account as possible of all the main routes- 
those which might be used by troops-leading from our frontier to 
the great outer line of defence represented by the Hind6 Kush and 
the Helmand. I n  examining the strategical conditions of the 
theatre of war enclosed by this line and the Indus, no other 
routes but those described need be taken into immediate consider- 
ation. 

The following general summary of the relative importance of 
tliese routes and their bearing on strategical conditions may bc 
of some use to those who have not already studied the subject. 

Rozcte No. I ,  Murree to Gilgit vid the Kixmvi Pass.-This 
road is practicable for mule or pony carriage only beyond Btindi- 
pfira. It is closed by snow from November to June, at all events 
for troops or convoys. I ts  only value is with reference to Gilgit. 
The bearing of Gilgit on the defence of the Passes is fully dis- 
cussed in the Secret Report on the strategical aspect of the East- 
ern Hindh Kush. The best defensive position on the line Bindi- 
pfira-Gilgit is tlie Hatii Fir, just above the junction of the 
Astor and Indus rivers. 

Route No. la, Oilgit to t7ze Kilik Pass.-This is only of 
importance wit'li reference to the possible advance of an enemy 
by tlie Kilik Pass. It is not s route that would ever be used by 
our troops. It is unfit in its present condition for laden animals. 
For further information vide the Secret Report. 

Route No. IB ,  Gilgit to the Ba~bg7zil.-This also is only of 
importance wit,ll reference to the movements of an enemy. I t  
is only fit for foot passengers and onlndcn liorscs. Tlic Darliot 
'ass is closed by snow from Noveml~cr to Junc or July.  For 
f urtller details aide tllc Sccrct ll1cport. 
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Rorrlc  ilTo. 2, Pt8/r~lt iul '  to t/he Do~~a ' l~  PUSS LIid DL* C I , , , ~ ~  

, is tho great caravan route bctwecn Pcslmwar and 
nadakhsllh~l. It is practicable for mule traffic, but very difficult 
nevertlleless The route between our frontier and Dir, pmcti- 
cnlly is closed for any but a strong column owing to the 
fanatical and turl~ulent spirit of the inllabitants. It is not therc- 
fore likely to  be of any value to us. prom December to April it 
is closed by snow at the Loaarai Kotal. 

Rotdte No. 3, Jaldldbdd to Clzitrdl vid Asmd~.--As we must 
deny tile route from Badakhshin to Chitrjl t o  an enemy (vide 
Secret Report), this route l.momes of very great importance. ~t 
is  the only one to Chitrdl zuhich is open tlaroag7zout year, 
~t is far shorter, and less difficult on the whole, than the Gilgit 
route, though at present not fit for mule traffic. It is safer for 
a column than the Dir route. 

Route No. 4, Pesltdzuar lo m b a l  wid the I fha ibnr . -~ l~ i~  
road is so well known that it scarcely needs detailed description. 
The great natural features on this line are of course the I<llaibar 
llills at its eastern end and the Knrlmcha range at  its western 
end. It is believed that the Amir is making a road froin Bagrjm 
down the Panjshir river to JaliliibAd. This projected road corn. 
pletely turns the KAbal-Gandamak section of Route No. 4 ; 
it may therefore ultimately become of greater strategical import- 
ance than tlre main route to Khbal, but at  present the B h a i h r  
hills represent our defensive line and the Karkaclla hills the 
prepratory position from which we should take the offensive to- 
wards Khbal and Bdmiin. Should Eussia occupy Afalijn Turk. 
&An, this Karkacha range-i.e., on the hills about Gandamak- 
~l-ill play an important d e .  

Roztte NO. 4 8 ,  Bnsclfoal to J a ~ ~ l d b d d . - I ~  merely an alter. 
native one to tlie above betwcen tlie places named. 

Route ATo. 5, Kcibccl fo  Bcinain'n wid the Shibar _PasS. 

Bjute  NO. 5A, Glj0?4al2d PcllZq to Khil?j(i12 vid the I<closR&kr 
Fuss. 

Boute No. 6 3 ,  Glzorba?tcl Tfdley to Sttrlchn'b vicc' the Cha. 
hdl-day. 

Tllcse three rontcs may bc collectively dcfmcd as t,llc GIlor- 
l n n d  gror~p of l 'nsws across tllc IIint16 Knsll. TIlc Sllil,nr 
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lea(ls towards nAmi6n and is 11y far t,lic bcst. The lriglicst altitudn 
reached along this route is only O,S00', and it might soon 11e made 
a good wheel road. Tra$ic goes on by it all through the zuinter, 
exocpt for a few days a t  a time when rendered impassal~le hy new 
and soft snow. Although the ShiBar route crosses the main axis 
of tile Hind6 Kush, it  can scarcely be said to cross its ridgc, as a t  
this point, as well as at the IrAk and HAji Gak, there is a distinct 
break in the range, and tlie poiut where the summit is reaclretl 
is scarcely noticeable. Tlie Knosliin and Chahdrdar, on the other 
IianJ, are passes over the main ridge, and not through breaks in 
the mountain chain. Tlie Chah6rdar route was that talten by the 
main body of the Boundary Colllmission wlrcn returning to India. 
It readies a height of 13,900' above the sea. This pass is con- 
sequently only open from May to November. The Amir is 
constructing a, road by this route, but nevertheless it can only be 
regarded as a subsidiary Zitte to tlze Slzibn?.. As it now is, laden 
camels mould experience great difficulties by the C lidibrdar route. 

Tlle Kaoshin route is even higher, the highest point being 
14,340'. It used to be considered the best natural caravan route 
east of the old Bimihn road, and is practicable for laden camels. 

I t  will be observed that all the Gliorband and Panjshir r'outes 
(tlie Khtiwak, &c.) meet s t  CliirikBr. The vicinity of that place 
would therefore be the position for a force watching the passes 
over the Hind6 Kush east of the old BSmidn route. 

Boute No. 6, Kdbc~l lo Bdfnidrl vi6 the Umi  and Irdk Passes :- 
Boute No. 6 8 ,  alternative route vi8 the Hdjd Gak.-These are 
the old caravan routes between K&bal and Turkestin. The 
altitudes reached on them are low, and they may be considered 
open for ten months of the year, but for troops they mould pro- 
bably not be practicnhle till May. The I r i k  appears to be higher, 
though less dificult, than the HBji Gak. Both passes are, 
however, very easy, and have been frequently traversed by 
wliceled guns. Road-making ~\lould, however, no doubt be re- 
quired, whcnever it  was desired to take guns over. Tlie head of 
tlre Maidhn Valley, which is about half-way between KSbal and 
tlle Unai Pass, would seem to be about the best position for a 
force watching this line of approach. 

Route No. 7, Kolzdt to  ICdbal vid the Kzi~*u,.~~z.-This route is 
so well known tliat c o m i ~ l c ~ ~ t  srcins sopcrfluous. I t  may be as 



well to note, honreve~*, that its great valuc to US in 1879 was solely 
due to tlie fact that we had a strong force quartered so far up the 
line as Ali Iih6l. Under ordinary circumstsnces, the best and 
most direct route from British territory to Kjbal must always be 
the Khaibar. 

Rotate No. 7 A ,  Bantzzi to Thai.-Is merely a feeder to the 
above, and serves the Bannfi garrison. 

30thte No. 8, Banlzzi to Ghnzlzi vici the Toclzi Valley.-This, 
with tllc exception of the Khaibar line, is probably the shortest 
routc leading from our old frontier to the KBbal-KandahBr front. 
Its length is about 187 miles, and certainly not more that 200 
miles. I t  appears to be a singularly easy line, fit for laden camels, 
passing through DLwar by the Tochi valley and over the Kotanai 
I<otal, mhicli is not much more than 8,000' above sea-level. The 
ascent and descent of that watershed appears to be singularly easy, 
and possibly in the future this may prove to be the best alignment 
for s railway into Central Afghknistjn. Water, forage, and fire- 
wood are, it seems, plentiful along this route. It therefore offers 
many advantages, but unfortunately it has never been traversed by 
any E uropean, and for immediate operations tliis line, though possi- 
bly the best, cannot be recommended, as it would not be safe 
to rcly 011 our present information. I ts  value, however, as an 
nltcrnstive line should not be lost sight of. By it the troops from 
the DerajAt garrisons could be rapidly placed at  Ghazni, where 
thcy would form a support to the right and left wings of our 
army at Kjbal and I<anclsllhr. 

Iioztte No. 9, Dem Is~nuil K?~d?z to Ghazlzi wid the Gomat.- 
This is Broadfoot's route. I t  is the one followed by the Povinduhs 
in their annual migrations, and it may therefore be presumed to 
be an easy camel road, perhaps the easiest of dl. It  is, however, 
nearly 300 miles in length, and a very circuitous one for any but 
troops stationed at Dera Isrnail KhSn ; and even if the objective 
were Ghazni, it mould seem more advivable for the troops from 
Dera Ismail Elljn to march to Bannfi and thence by the Tochi 
route, as that routc mould probably prove a march or two shorter 
than the Gomnl ; besides which it would certainly Be advisable to 
move through the intervening country in force, and it would be 
far easier for a suitable column from the frontier stations to con. 

centratc at T3nnnfi than at Dera Ismail Khbn. As far as distance 



goes, it is much the same for the Dera Ismail Kh6n troops whether 
they march by 'oute No. 8 or Route NO. 9, but for the Kohbt 
and B a n n ~  troops it would add nearly 200 miles if route No. 9 
were adopted in preferenca to route No. 8. 

Boule No. 10, Dera Ismail Kha'n to Kandcchdr vbd M a r i 5 -  
This route seems to offer a very direct line for a force marching 
on Kandahbr, but we know so little about it that it would a t  
present be either rashness or a waste of strength to use it, accord- 
ing as the force were weak or strong. 

The general conclusion to be drawn from a study of the thea- 
tre and the routes through it is that for an advance on Kiibal, 
the IShaibar line i s  under present conditions the one to take. By 
adopting it we cover the direct line t,o Peshawar, mask the new 
road which the Amir is constructing down the Panjshir valley, 
and give support to any column in the ChitrSl direction. These 
are advantages which the Kuram route never could give, 

If an occupation of Ghazni should be necessary, the Tochi 
route appears preferable to any other. 

As regards routes 9 and 10, whatever advantages they possess, 
these are counterbalanced by the fact that they traverse regions 
inhabited by unruly tribes on whom we cannot rely. Of course 
if these tribes eventually come under our control the situation will 
be altered, and it  map then be advisable to use these routes ; but 
for the present, at events, they may be disregarded. 

The great point to remember in connection with these routes 
is that now that our railway system is completed to the Khojak, 
and the Russian railway to the Oxus, the direction o f  their line 
of attack has shzyted f rom the Hertit-Kandahdr line to the 
Ba'lk-Khbal line, and that consequently the Khaibar route has 
regained its old importance ; and it is to perfecting our arrange- 
ments in that direction that our efforts should now be chiefly 
directed. 

E. G. BARROW, Captain, 
Depy. Asst. Qr. dfr.  Genl., 

3rd Section, Intelligence Branch. 
H .  A. SAWYER, Major, 

Asst. Qr. Mr. Gen Z., in  cAarge, hztelligence Brauch. 

Sirnla, Ist Ju,ne 1887, 





MAIN LINES OF COMMUNICATION 

BETWEEN 

Route No. 1. 
F l l 0 b l  & ~ U R R E E  TO GILGIT BLRAMGLA, B~NDIPGRA, AND THE KAYRI PASB. 

L ~ u ~ ~ o ~ ' ~ ~ , Y - C A P T A I N  BARROW. 

1 

No. of 
Stagee. 

Names of Stages. 

DCSTANCES. 

Inter- 
mediate. 

road descends tll~~oughout, but  the gradients are 
easy. A t  Den181 there is a dbk bungalow and post office. The village is a s m ~ l l  one, nnd the  

p o u n d  very co~ifined. Water froin springs. Wood plentiful. Other supplies procurable. 

D E W ~ L  . . 

'rhe road descends the  whole way to the  Jhelum 
river, except in places where the spur along which 
i t  is c:~rried flattens out for a short  space. The  
gradients are easy, nnd the road may be character. 
ized as a well-constructed pack road. The new 
cart romd now (1885) in course of construction liea 

RBYABKS. 

nt a lower level. At 7 miles cross a ravine from the left by a temporary suspension bridge. 
At Koh&la there is a d9k b u ~ ~ g : ~ l o w  and post office, as well ns a sninll river-side village. 

Supplies scarce; excellent firewood. Water plentiful. Cainpillg ground confined. The last 2 miles 
into I<oliBla are nlong tlie right bank of the J h e l u ~ n  river by the new cnrt rond. 

There is a new d l k  bungalow on the Kash~nir  bank of the Jlielum nt Basala, 14 miles further 
011, wlicli is a better stage for ordinary tl.svellers. 

192 

102 

9 - 2 

1 4  miles from the  bridge pass Bnsdla, a small hamlet with a good dLk bungalow. Troope 
marching by this road might encnmp, part a t  Kohhla nnd part a t  RaeLla. 

The road is level nlong the left bank of the  J l ~ e l u m  up to the 8 t h  mile, when i t  descends by 
zigzng to the bed of the Agar (or Azi), wlrich ie croeeed by a fine new wooden bridge. J u s t  before 
reaching the zigzag, pass the  old deserted bungalow a t  Chatrkalas, where there is a lerge and good 
encampi~~g  ground. 

LI 

12 
31) 

3 

I < O H ~ L A  

Cross the  Jhelum, which is here a rushing river 
about 80 yards wide, by a fine suspension bridge 
fit for  cart trnffic. From here there is a cross- 
couutry coolie-path by - 

Miles. 
D&na, . . 6 
Mairi . 7 
Chikar . . .. . 6 
Hat t i  . . . 10 - 

TOTAL . 29 - 

DULAI , . . 

... From Muwee the  road descends by an excellent well- 
shaded pnck rond; a t  3 miles pass the  flats (the 
Rlnrree cricket ground and racecourse). This 
makes a good c n ~ u p i ~ ~ g  ground. Water from 
springs. Seven miles further on is Dew61. The 
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Route No. 1-continued. 
At  Dulai there is nn excellent furnished bungalow, but spnce for encnmping ie limited. The 

& throughout is a dne broad carriage road, but  is not yet quite fit for cart  traffic, as i t  has still 
t o  be metalled. It will be ready in 1887. 

6 

D o m a  ie a amall village a t  the  junctiofi of the  Jhelum and K i e h a n g a ~ ~ g a  opposite Muzaffar. 
$bid. There is an excellent new dilk buiigalow, and supplies are fairly plentiful. 

Good and ample encamping ground. The country round is fairly open, and there is much 
cultivation. 

9 ' Good level road t h e  whole way, along the  left bank $ 

6 HATTI (3,200') . 9 On the whole a tolerably eaay march through a 

1 I 1 I Tlle rest of the way is fairly easy nnd is in places 
well shnded by trees. The road is carried nlong the hillside high nbove the  Jhelum, nrid there nre 
many rely unnecessary ups nrid downs. There is a bullgalow, but no regular carnllirig ground, a t  
CI1:ikoti. There is, however, ample space in  the fields on the plateau below the village. Supplies 
ecarce. Water plentiful from streums. 

4434 
DOMBL . . 

extremely bnd. A t  7 miles pass the old stage st Tindali. The  last 2 miles are level n~ ld  eany. 
There is an old and very bad bungalow n t  Garhi. The camping ground is, however, very exteiisive 
and good. Forage excellent. Firewood plentiful. Water  from Jhelum. 

of the Jheluin and nbout 50' above it. About 
half-way pnss the  deserted stage of Rnrn, oppo~ite 
which the Kaghan river joins the Jlielum. To- 
wnrds the end of the  march the  valley opens out 
aomewhat, and a h i r  amount of cultivntion is met 
with. 

J u s t  beyond the  d$k bungalow pnse by the  suspen- 
sion bridge across the Jhelum. T l ~ i s  bridge ia 
prnct.icable for pack mules. It lends to  Muzaffnr- 
&bLd, distant 1 +  miles. For  10 miles the road 
follows the linc of the new cart road, but owi~lg to 
its incomplete condition nnd many diversions, i t  is 

Cfm~f . . 

picturesque country; there are, however, one or 
two very steep and rocky ascerits and descents; 
by f a r  the  worst is about half-way, where a narrow 
rickety bridge crosses a deep ravine. At Hat t i  
tliere is the  usual dirty bung~low ~ u d  a c h a r m i ~ ~ g  

- 

9 

little cnmpiiig ground, but  the spnce ie very limited. Wnter, wood, and forage abundant. Ou the 
plateau nbdve Hat t i  there ie additional spnce for  camping, bu t  no shade. 

622 

CHAKOTI. . 
b 

13 

8 

13) 

9 

633 

759 

tliere is a very stiff ascent to the plateau on which 
Uri stands. The camping ground is on the  platenu close under the fort, and is an excellent one, 
affording ample spnce. water from springs. Uri is a lurge village where supplies are proc~~rable. 
Near Uri the Jhelum cnn be crossed by a rope bridge, and here too the road by Pbnch nnd the Hhji 
P i r  j o i ~ ~ s  in. The for t  a t  Uri is n wretched tumble-down coiistruction of mud and rubble. It is 
armed with one brsss 6-pr. aud n few s h k  bachar. 

Ascend to the  plateau above, where there is a small 
encamping ground. At 2 miles there is a rough 
and rather s t o ~ ~ y  descent t,o a ravine crossed by a 
rickety bridge. 

A t i r i ~ ~ g  mnrch with severnl ascents nnd descents. 
Four co~isidert~ble strea~rls are crossed in the first 
10 miles. The rotid is in fair order and there is a 
toleralble amount of shade. At 13 miles a bror~d 
stre:im is crossed by a wooden bridge, after which 

UBI . . . 
b 

is fairly ensy. Pass the old ruined bung~low of 
Ifrumba at 9 miles. At RimpGr there is a large bilugnlou muah shaken by the recent enr thgi l t~ka 
(1885)) alld a very fine encamping ground nhnded by deodciro. S~ipplie8 scnrce. Water plentiful. 

R ~ Y P ~ B .  . 
b 

144 - 

11 - 

90 

101 
Cross the plnteau nnd descend by a zigzag to the  

Sh&h Kahlifa, a considerable nffluent, which is 
bridged. The road then rises for several hundred 
feet nnd follcws the  left brink of the  Jhelum 
through the  most inagnificent scenery. The rond 
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Rotbte No. 1-continued. 

I 1 DISTANCII~~. / 
No. Of Name# of Sbagea. stages. 1 rnctdinte. 

BGndipdra is a small village a t  t h e  northern end of 
the Wdlar lake. It is reached by boat f rom 
Srinagar iu about 12 hours and is the usual start- 
ing-point for Oilgit or Skrirdu. It stands alllidst 
much rice cultivation, Water, suppliee, and fire. 
wood abuudant. Elev. 6,200'. 

10 

the  river d i ~ i n i n g  this valley, and theu ascends to the  139rnm61rr v s  about 500' above the plain. 
Tlie ascel~t i~ not 11:llf a mile long, and is tolerablg easy, though the road is often very liarrow; 
the tlrscent is somewhat similar. After wliicll n mile of level road lends to the Jhelum river. 

The town of B&rtk1116la is situ:~ted 011 the right bnnlc of the Jhelum, which is crossed by e 
kadzl bridge. The dBk bur~salow and ground are on tlie left bank; the latter extensive 
nlid good. Fornge and supplies of all sorts Fro111 UQl.amG1a take boat WXOIN Wular 
lake to B&ndip6rn. Any number of boete cau be collected by giviug due notice. 

B ~ E A M ~ L A  . . 
b 

12 TB~QBAL . . 
149) 

On leaving BQndipdra the road runs along the foot 
of some s to l~y  hills on the right for half a mile, 
passing Nnupur, a hamlet of 10 l~ouses. At + a 
mile cross the  Madmnti, a swift strenm  bout 20' 
wide a i d  IF dcep, by a frail woodeli bridge practi- 
cable for laden mules. Tlie road then goee 

13 

14g - 

through irrignted fields for about a mile, passing ert m u t e  the hnnllets of Khwarpitr and S;~rwehnn 
(8 or 10 houses each). A t  12 miles cross the BBdknl Nadi, 3' deep, but  a rapid torrent and qui te  
tlnfordahlc. The bridge is a wooden one about 7/ brond and 20 yards in  length. A t  2) miles 
Mehtnrgnon, a hamlet of 12  houses. Just  shor t  of this the road begins to ascend. Pass hamlets of 
Dar Muhamlni~d and Kr61pbra. At 4) miles hallllet of N a ~ ~ g a u m ,  where there is sufficient space 
for  81111111 cnmp. Water, fornge, and fil.e\rood plentiful. The roaa now becomes very steep 
indeed, the gradient heing about 1 in 7. A t  74 miles pass a ddk chowki on the left of the road, 
which uow enters n fine fo l~ ,s t .  l'lle road still ascends, but  not so steeply as before. A t  86 miles 
the  top of tlie ascent inay be said to have been reaclled. J u s t  beyond this the forest opens o u t  
iuto glades suitable for  enc:impil~g. In the further glade (at  9 miles) there is a large pond a t  
which anilnals can be watered. Forage and firewood abundant ; uo suppliee. 

Rmong the open rounded tops of the  watcrslred. P;IBS the Trigono~netrical station, which lies a, 
few hundred yards to  the left of the road ~ l l d  200' nbove i t  (elevation 11,950'). The road after 
crossing tlie watershed colnlnences to descend ge~it ly by a long, narrow, bare spur for  nnotber 
2 miles. I t  then becomes steeper, and, finally re-eutering the forest,descends by a series of abrupt 
and very difficujt zigzags to the level of the BGrzil or Zotkasu stream a t  Zotkasu, wliicli is merely 
an open fnn of ground with n ddk chowhi. Here cross a tributary of the Blirzil by n narrow 
wooden bridge ; the  stream is, however, fordable. The road now lies nlong the  left bank of the river 
for  a coliple of miles, descending a thousand feet in those 2 miles. The cnmping ground a t  
Gurai is fnirly good. Forage and firewood plentiful. Water from the river. The best p o u n d  liee 
across the Qusnin torrent, wliicl~ hcre joitls the ~ 6 r z i l  froni the  west, a wooden bridge crossirig it. 

This mnrch, though o111y 11 miles, is very severe one. The asc-ent and descent are about a s  
bad as they cnn be, and when t l ~ e  p:lss is covered with stlow four difficult miles are added to 
the  other difficulties of the ~r.arch, besides which tlie Bdrzil valley is very subject to avalnnches and 
mow-drifts. Colonel Lockbart's mission, crossing the Trigbal on July  6th, was 8 houre en routs. 
The snow, howevor, was abnormally heavy aud late, - 

Q U R A I O E ~ U E I  . 
(8,790') 

115) 
A t  1 mile cross the Harpetkai stream by a wooden 

bridge. A little further on pass a grand old Uud- 
dllivt temple. A t  10 inilee rlenr the villnge of 
Kechtuna the defile opeils out into a brond, oral, 
cultivated plain surrourldcd by low wooded hills. 
The road lends down to t h ~  bridge, which crosses 

From T~sligbal there is R very steep ascent through 
forest for  several hundred feet, then fnirly level 
open A ~ ~ u ~ d  for R qunrter of a mile, and t l ~ e n  a 
very steep rocky nscent to the level of the pass 
(2) miles). Here there is a ddk chowki. For the 
next 2 miles the road is fnirly level, winding 

11 - 160: 



4 3IAIN LINES OF CO~IMUNIChTION BETWEEN 

Route No. 1-continued. 

I 1 D l s ~ r ~ c ~ a .  I 
No- of 
Stages. 

+ For troops, all things considered, i t  would perhaps be better  to adopt the  following stages, viz. :- 
1. Tr4gbal . . . . 9 
2. Garal . . . . . . 11 20 
3. Gnrais, viz., meadows west of WalpGr . . . . . .  . 1 3  33 
4. Bangla . . . .  . . . . . 11) M 

This would reduce the number of stages by one without unduly distressing troope or animals. 
The e k g e  between Gurais end Kanzlwan is needlessly short. 

Nsmes of Stages. 
Inter- Total. 

mediate.  I 
- 

14 KANZLWAN . 

zigzng on the other side brings i t  agnin to the level of the  river. A t  5: miles cross the Zotkusu 
river, where an island divides i ts  stream in two parts, by 8 couple of narrow wooden bridges, 
eRch abOllt 4I broad and 12' to 20' long. A t  6 miles Kanzlwan, n cnmping ground in the 
nngle between the Kishan Ganga and the  Zotkusu. Ample spnce for FI rrgiment. Firewood and 
forage ablludant. This is an  unnecessary stage,-vide foot-note." 

-- 
6 - 

Cross the  Kisllan Canpa i~nmcdiatcly 011 leaving 
cnmp by a single-spl~u bridge about 6' wide; 
animals must be l ~ d  over singly as i t  sways a good 
deal. T l ~ e  river bed is here about 70 yards broad. 
At 2 milca pnss hanilet OF Nrlgnon (4 houses). 

At 3) miles cross to the lef t  bank of the  Kishnn 

166b 

15 

Road lies nlong the left  bank of the Zotknsu 
stream nnd is fnirly easy, except here nnd tllere 
where some small mountain torrent has to be 
crossed or  a n  avalanche obstructs t h e  way. At  
5) miles the road quits the  river hank for n short 
distance in order to cross a projecting spur ; a short 

Q U R A I ~  (8,160') 9) - 

Qenga byma single-span bridge 40 yards long nnd 10' broad. Here ngaiu animals mnst be led over 
At 5 i  miles the rond ascends by a steep path to the  top of a spur,  whence i t  descends to the 

CfurIlis valley, which is about 6 miles long and 1 broad. The valley is well cultivated and uffords 
splendid pasturnge. I t  contnins, besides the  Qurais fort, 4 or 5 smnll villages of log huts. A t  74 
miles \Vil1p6r (25 houses). At 6 miles Khandial (30 llouses), about f mile to the r ight of the road, 
is passed. At 8t miles close to n ziarat a rapid torrent 2i'  deep is crossed; though fordable, a 
bridge is very desirable. A t  8$ miles villnge Dnnwar (28 houscts). A t  9) miles the  ronrl passes 
betmeen t l ~ e  half-ruined fort of G u r ~ i s  and the river, which is here crossed by R. single-span bridge 
40 or 60 yards long, the  camping grorind being on the r ight bnnlr. Thin ground is hnre, stony, nnd 
hot, a ~ l d  the meadow-land west of W:llptir is f a r  better suited for camping. For:~ge and firewood 
p le~~ t i fu l .  Supplies procurable. Millet, buckwheat, and peas alone are grown. The valley is 
bounded ou the  sooth by wooded mountains, on the  north by great steep cliffs of limestone. 

176 

185 
9 

. 1 6  On lenving camp the  ~uond follows the  r ight bank 
of the Kishan G ~ ~ n g a  for n mile nnd a half. A t  
Achur, n Bhot vill:~ge of 8 houses, i t  turns lip the  
Biirzil valley, which is a narrow defile bounded by 
mountpills rising 4,000 or 5,000' above it.  A t  34 
miles pass village of Chewnl (40 houses). A t  4$ 

BANQLA (8,660') . 

milea cross BGrzil stream by a wooden hridge 12 yards 1o11g and 5' bro:id. (Anilnals must  be taken 
over singly). At 6fr miles across to right bank by a similar bridge. At 64 miles peas hnnilet of 
Dudgai, where there is n dbk chowki nnd 3 or 4 houses. At 8 miles pass hnmlet of Zean or Zingai 
(5 houses). At 9 miles reach camping ground a t  Rangl:~, or, more p~c>perly speaking, Hnnrai, the 
t ruc  Bangln being n mile further oil. The camping ground is on s gr:lssy slopi~lg shoulder or 
ledge, several hundred feet above the H6rzil river. Wnter from R morintain torrent. Forage a ~ ~ d  
fire\rood plentiful. The road, though n mere path, is fairly good th~,oughout and presents no 
difficulties. 

1 

the hill. At 1: mi'les p ~ e  Qorikot, n hamlet of 8 houses about # a milc to tho left. A t  3& miles 
reach Jarj6, nn undulating grassy plateau with an  excellent nnd plentiful water-supply. This 
wol~ld necessarily be the stage for any large force, as Mehtnr Doban, 3 miles further on, is not 
suited for a large eucampment. 

The road follows the river bank for  a mile, being 
ueunlly a hundred feet or so above it. At 1 milo 
a c a i n p i ~ ~ g  ground (also called Hangla) is reached. 
The space here is soniewhat restricted and the  
ground a mile back is preferable. The road now 
turns sharp to the  let't (northwards) and ascends 

J A B J ~  (11,174') . 3& - 188) 



Route No. 1-c~nt~inued.  
- 

Nnluea of Stages. S~ages. 
mediate. 

1 8  

1 9  

Kalnri PILES (13,100'). The road so far is by no means difficult when clear of snow, but under 
snow is very difficult indeed. From the kotal the descent is very eaRy for about f of a nlile. The 
path then enters an excessively steep ravine, down whicli i t  zigrags for about 400' (vertical). At 6) 
miles strilce the left bank of the Kamri Ilnra, which is here forded. For the next 4 miles the 
road follows the  left bank of the river urid is fairly easy. It then re-crosses to theriglit bank. A t  
13 miles cross tlie KhlapLni, an affluent from the last, by a wooden bridge 20 feet long and 3 feet 
broad. Thele is all excellent grassy carnptillg ground ellitable for a large force. Forage abun- 
dnnt. Wnter from river. The Kamri Dara, the roughest, is a unrrow valley averagiug f to 4 
mile in width, between bare rocky hills rising about 3,000' above it. 

K ~ L A P ~ N I  . . 

20 

tha t  spot. The river is t~bout 3' deep. Tho bridge 4' wide and 30' long. The campiug ground is 
not* n good one. At 10 miles pass the flne open plateau of Loyin Hudar on the opposite side of the  
valley. Here there are a few houses and a little cultivation. From this there is a route up the fine valley 
to the south-west which lead4 to  Kanzlwrin by what is known ns the Ougai route. At 11 niilrs 
reach Shankar Qllar, a miserable hamlet ill the centre of n fine open plateau on the right side of the  
valley. Excelleilt calnpiug ground; water and forage nbuudant. The valley throughout this 
march is about 4 a mile wide, and there are no dificulties except the zigzag mentioned above. 

13 - 

Rond along the  riglit bank of the Kilapdni (or 
Kamri Dara) rlt first easy aucl level. 'At 22 milca 
cross a projecting spnr by a very steep and diffi- 
cult zigzag. At 5 miles cross a fine torrent drain- 
ing from tlle south-ellst. At 8 miles cross the 
Lorialltilo river n~ id  pass the camping ground at 

SHANEAE GHAR . 

R A T T ~  (8,600') . 

left bank by the u.;u:ll single-span timber bridge. 
At 8) miles pace village of Tsnin on oppogite bank. At 9 miles Guri6l (5 houses). At 10a miles 
enter tile open g r o ~ ~ n d  in tlie nugle between the  main valley and the  hlir Malik Dara. Here there 
is ample space for encamping a large force. Forrlge plentiful. 

201) 

11 

1 2  -- 

2 1  

The road still continues to ascend for about a mile. 
I t  then winds in and out, up and down, acrooa the  
spure from Gatumi or Gotalnnra mountain for  
several miles. At 3 miles pass the  camping ground 
of Mehtar Doban situated in a sloping bay of the  
mountains ; a t  5) miles renrll the crest of the 

2121 

Road nlnng right side of the  valley fairly easy. 

C ~ U % I  KOT (9,800') . 

2248 

long, and is besides n very bad and small encamp- 
ing ground. Qnnrter of a mile further on p ~ s s  R bridge across tlie main river, but do not cross by it. 
A t  53 miles Cross the RGpnl river by a bridge 45 feet long and 4 feet broad. River unfordable. Grand 
view of Nsnga Pnrbat up the valley. A mile further on a steepspur is crossed by a stony and diCIi- 
cult zigzag. At 7$ mile8 pass the junction of the Bolashbar ndld which comes dowil from the  south- 
east. At 8) miles cross the river by R bridge 5' wide and 60' long (single spnn). At 1 0  miles re- 
cross to left b ~ n k  by a bridge SO' long. A t  11+ miles fil~st hamlet of Gurikot, which with ite fields 
and houees is scattered over &boat a mile of grou~ld.  Camp on the polo ground a t  t h e  further end 
of Obl.ikot, just beyond the old half-ruined uative folat or kot. Supplies scarce. From here 
ona:lrds tlie river is know11 as the Astor Ricer. 

At 1 mile pass Ispeh (8 houses), a plateau opposite. 
At 1) miles Gomai (10 houses). At 3 miles the  
scnttered hamlet of Dirl6 (14 houses). The road 
now becomes ratlier bad. At 7 milen cross to the 

Cross the Mfr Malik Dara (unfordable) by n bridge 
45 feet long and 4 feet broad. Pass village of Iiattii 
(15 houses); nt 14 miles Maichah (25 houses). At 3 
miles Chug6111 (22 houses). This is the usual atnge 
instead of R:1tt6, but i t  makes the  march very 

128 

22  

237 

ANTOR (7,800') A short nnd fairly easy march. At  ) a mile pass 
Kinedis (12 houses) on the opposite bank, ant, aL  
2f miles Phin6 (10 houses) nlso ou opposite bank. 
At 39 mileu r e ~ c h  the  Balan plateall, which e x t e ~ ~ d s  
for  over a mile, the  road akirting ito field3 and 
houoes, of which the total number io about thirty 

6t 
2424 



6 EAIN LINES OF COMTUIITNICATION BETWEEN 

Raute No. 1 c o n  t'inued. 
For t,he next mile or so the road is a r r i e d  along the slopes ukirting the Astor river. At 6) miles 
reach IdgLh, where there is a lnrge orchnrd nnd the Astor polo ground, which together forlll an 
excellent amping  ground. Astor itself is a mile further on. 

23 DA~HXIN (7,900') . 

Asbr being R i t u a t d  an a spur between these two rnvines. The road now winds along the steep, 
rocky slopes which hem in the Astor river. Between the 2nd nnd 3rd miles pass tlre two ham- 

lets of Los (8 or 10 houses each) on the opposite bank. A t  49 miles cross the Astor river by a 
bridge 4' wide and 80'1011g. At 5 miles re-cross to left h ~ ~ k  by a similar but sl~orter bridge. A t  
9t miles Harcho (25 houses). At 10 miles Giskomb (10 lionses). Close to both these villages there 
are bridges about 20' long across aide torrents, which, though but 2' or 3' deep would be very difi- 
cult for animals to ford. At Dashkin there are 25 houses, n G r j ,  and 4 water-mills. Camping 
groulld in the terraced fields which surround it. This march is a very trying one for marl and 
beast, and in some places i t  ie incredibly bad, considering it is supposed to be a m~lde road. 

255 
129 - 

Nearly 2 miles of steady ascent by a tolen~ble road, 
then turning a spur enter a pine forest in a bag of 
the hills. Wind through this for about 3 miles, 
fordiug several shallow streams. Puss tlie upper 
hnmlet of Turbling (6 houses) standing on open 
ground a t  5 t  ~lriles. Descend into a deep ravine 

Starting from Idghh a t  1 mile reach a deep nnd nar. 
row ravine with steep banks, on the opposite side 
of which is the fort and town of Aetor or Hnrsora. 
The fort is quite untenable ngninst modern fire. 
Rrms. The gal-rison live in tlie town, just beyond 
wliich there is another deep ravine to be crossed, 

a eteep and difficult ascent on the far side, a t  63 miles rencl~ the top of a long spur whence 
there !is a grand view of the lndus nnd the Snowy Range north-enat of Gilgit. From this point 
there is a sterrdy descent to Doihn, a village consisting of 6 houses and a couple of bids. A gar- 
rison of 60 men is maintained here as R protection against Chilhsi n~ids. Camp in the terraced fields 
close by, Better grouncl might be found R little higher up the stream. Water good. Forage and 
firewood abundant on the hillsides a little above l)oi&n. 

24 

From Doiln the road lends up the hillside for  2+ 
m~les  by a narrow and in places difficult path t o  
a point just below the sn~nmit  of the Hat6 Pir 
(10,250'). It then descends the bare rocky slopes 
of that mountain by n very steep and fitol~y path 
(gradient, generally spenkirrg, 1 in 4) for abont 5 

8 - D O I ~ N  (8,600') 

miles, when the A ~ t o r  river is reached. This is quite the worst part of the road between Knsl~mir 
and Cfilgit, and is especially trying ss there is no water e7a route. Laden animals tnke about 3 
hours to descend, while the ascent is a terrible one. The Astor river runs in a deep trough with 
terrific force. I t  is crossed by a ~ingle-spi~n bridge nbout 6' brond nnd 120' long. There is also a 
rope bridge. On the cliff above on either side clre towers to protect the passage, which together 
have R garrison of 25 sepoys under a native otEcer. The place is known as RBm GSht or Shaithn 
NBm. 

There ie  no room to encamp. The road now mounts the cliff (300') and then winds nlong it 
till the deacent to the Dashkat ndla' in reached. Cnmp may be pitched eitlrer here or iu the 
angle between the Astor river and the Indus. I n  either case the camping ground is a hot, dusty, 
stony one. Notbing but water procurable. 

271t 

36 

263 

89 - 25 

shallow, rnpid stream, about 100 yards wide. Ascending the opposite bank, cultivated 0elde 
and plantations are entered. At  6 miles Bunji Fort. Water and shade abundant. A mile 
or so beyond, and 700' below, is t h e  ferry acroes the Indus; there two boats nre maintained, 
each capable of cnrrytng 20 maunds, or 4 horses a t  a time. On the opposite bank, a t  the junction 
of the Sai stream, is tlre Sai Fort, which commands the ferry, but is f i  place of no strength ; 1Q lnilee 
up the left bank of the Sai ndla' is Darot, n hamlet with an abundant supply of good runni lg  
water round which there is nmple apace to encamp. If preferred, camp might be \formed a t  
BQnji. 

280) 

DAUHXAT (4,200') . 

DAIUIT or SAX 
(495v)- 

On leaving the D ~ s h k a t  na'lci, the road ascende e 
hundred feet or so to the plenteau above, and 
for the next 5) miles is fairly good, tn~versing 
whnt on the frontier would be known nu Lhe 
Mtrira, a desolnte stony plain a t  the foot of the 
hills. It then crosses the Bunji na'la', a clear, 

9 - 



Route No. 1 -continued. 

I 1 Duirme~s. 1 

Note on Road. 

27 

SRINAGAR TO CIILQIT. 
The road over the Kamri pass would not be difficult in ordinarr eeaeons, but w h e ~  covered with 

anow i t  is Inore or less imp~ssahle for troops. The road between the Kamri pass and Astor has 
been constt.ucted without the slightest at.tention to gradient. I t  is often nothing better tllan what 
in Indin would be called s, pagdandi. Water throughout is plentiful. Forage and firewood are 
obtainable in large qnantities, but other supplies are scarce, as the villages iu the valley are few, 
small, nnd poor. 

Beyond Astor to Qilgit the road may be churwterised generally as n footpath indifferently 
made, bat tit for pnck-mules and ponies if led separately and not cbained together. There is, how- 
ever, one portion of the road-thdt d o w ~ ~  the Hat$ Pir-which presents difficulties of the worst de- 
scription. So bad indeed is it, that I c:rnuot conceive any portion of i t  being forced by an enemy 
from the north if resolutely defended by a small force. 

The Astor river is, i f  the bridge a t  RQmghat be destroyed, in itself a very formidable obstacle. 
I t  is a rnging torrent about 40 ynrds broad and 6 or 7 feet deep, which can only be crossed by a 
bridge, while there are no large trees or other material suitabla for bridging to bs obtaiued in the 
neighbourhood. A boat or raft  could not live in such a torrent. 

The Indus also presents a very formidable obstacle to an enemy. There are only two small boata 
obtainnble along this portioa of the river, and rafts could only be constructed with great difficulty 
and delry. The strength of the current woald also render them very unmanageable. The carryiud 
capacity of tho boate employed is 20 mnunds or 4 horsee. 

Names of 8tages. 

PARI (4,330') . . 

bends north-west returning to the Sni na'la', the right bank of which i t  follows till Cbakarkot (20 
houses) is reached a t  5 miles (elev. 5,050') ; there cross to the left by a bridge 30' long and 3+' wide. 
The river i~ only 2 or 3' deep, but is rapid :~nd  genernlly difficult to ford. At Chakarkot there is 
a nice encamping ground. After crossing the river the road turns south-east, and then ascends 
the wakershed between the Gilgit and Sai valleys. Ascent easy for several hundred feet, then a 
mile of fairly level ground, then anotller straight ascent to the crest of the watershed (5,700'). 
From this point tllere is a sharp arld very rocky and difficult descent of 1,000' to the stony 
plail~ below. Two miles from the foot, Pari is reached, a rocky, arid spot close to the river, from 
whicli very mllddy drinkinn w;cter is obt;lined. There is a ddk chowki at Pari, no other housee. 
Rond generally good except the descent mentioned. 

28 

E~raaxs .  

Through abandoned fields for about a mile, croreing 
two fine water-courses, then across tbe Sni nald 
by a bridge 3' broad and 36' long, wnter 3' deep. 
The road now turns up the left bank of the Damot 
na'la'. A t  1# miles Damot (14 houses), with 
orcl~ards and cultivation about it. l'be road now 

Inter- 
mediate. 

10 

-- 

2904 

M I N ~ W A E  (5,050') . 

miles there is a bad descent to the river bed, which i~ followed for + mile. Then commences a rocky 
asce~lt, which ultimately becomes fl-iglitfully steep, nttrrow, aud tortuous, only just practicable for 
laden nnim:~ls. A t  12 miles ~.encli tlre summit. The Gilgit valley now lies spread before one and 
the road descends gradnally into it, crossing soveral ravines. At 13k miles cross the Miutiwar 
ncila', a stream of excellent water flowing in a deep ravine, and a t  14 miles camp in a plantatiou. 
Good water from irrigation channels. Ample spacc around for II large camp. The village of 
Miniwar lies nearly a mile to the south-east (25 houses). 

1 4  - 3043 
Rond good over maira for 44 miles. The hills then 

infri~lge on the river and the road becomes very 
bad, being carried along the steep slopes sf the 
hills 100' or so above the river. Frequent 
ascents nnd descents. At 7 miles pnss Cha- 
mogih (10 houses) on opposite bank. At lo+ 

29 

1,000 of the M~hnrBja's troops. There is a good camping ground in  a grove a few hundred yards 
further on. Abundant water and shade. Supplies procurable. 

GILQIT (4,890') . 8 - Road across the plain, 8' wide and good throughout. 
312# At 2) miles pass village of Sakwar. The next 3 

or 4 miles are over a bare stony waste. At 6 milea 
enter cultivation, passing the village of Jutil, wllich 
lies half lliddeu by fruit  trees. A t  8 miles p u s  
the fort of Gilgit, which is garriso~led by nbout 



8 MAIN 1,INES OP COMMllNIChTION BET\V)'EF:N 

If i t  were not for the political aspecte of the questiou, and the loss of prestige involved, one 
could hardly, in my o~inion,  find 8 better plnce to dispute the advance of an enemy than the country 
between the Iudus ferry a t  Bunji and the top of the Hattfi Pila. This tract prcselits three 
distinct lines of defence of enormous natural strength, vir. :- 

The line of the Indus. 
The line of the Astor river. 
The Htlttli Pir  (10,250'). 

Beyond the Indue the road is fairly good except between Pari and Min&\var, where there is nn 
extremely bnd bit (v ide report) which would require the service of sappers if i t  \\!ere iutended to 
pnss a large body of troops nnd animals over it. 

J. F. MANIFOLD, Captain, R.A., 

No- of Names of Stages. 
Stnges. 

\ 
-1 

1 

A t  4 mile cross to right Lank by a ropc bridge : 
horses ford. A t  1) luiles a bad, but short, pari, 
verj  difficult for horses; men on foot can go along 
the base of the cliffs. At 29 miles there is another 
short pari, which is extremely difficult and quite 
impracticable for horses, which must be swum 

Cross the Gilgit river opposite the for t  by a rope 
hridge. Homes can ford the river in winter. 
Along the left bank of the river for 28 miles. 
Then up the  right hunk 01' the Hunza river. On 
tlie opposite bank n t  the junction is Dninydl., s 
fort village with 50 houses. Here there is a 

f i ~ ~ n f i  (5,000') . 
I --- 
I 

rope bridge across the Hunzn river. The road to l'ilcb6 is good throughout. PilcliQ is a salldy 
waste near the river. Water and firewood only obtainable. 

round. I n  summer this bit of the road is quite impassable, and men on fool have to take a path 
going high up the hillside : horses cannot go a t  all. The rest of the road is easy, except that in 
Qne place an avaleoche of snow, which falls every year, has to be crossed. C l i ~ l t  is a double fort, 
rtaading on the two bunks of the Chaptot ravine, and is garrisolied by a detachment of Easlilnfr 
troope, though otherwise Nagnr territory. Supplies and firewood procurc~ble. Water pleutiful. 
The place cotltains about 50 houeee. 

4 

6b 

6 - CHALT (6,120') . 

... 

I11 winter rond fnirly good th~.ougliout, as i t  lies in 
the bed of the river, but in summer a pnth 
windirig along the cliffs, which is not so good, hns 
to be taken. A t  6 miles pnss Jutal  (12 houses) 
OD opposite hank. Nomnl is a scattered village of 
about 90 houses, with a w1,etcbed inlid fort 

28) 

14) 
8 - 2 

garriSolled by a detachment of Kashmir troops. From h'omal a foot-path leads to Bar& Sup- 
pJies procurable. 

NOMAL (6,200') . 

At 4 mile from cnmp cross the river by R rope 
bridge : horses ford. Prom 1) to 2) miles pass 
through the deserted fields of Mntun Dass (?), of 
which the fort is still standing. Cross a deep 
ravine. The rest of the road is easy. Safid PBni 
is u barren open space opposite Gwech, which 

comlnanda it. There is, however, a splendid supply of the best, spring wnter and p l e ~ ~ t y  of fire. 
wood. The road so far is quite practicable for laden animals, except n t  the fords. The summer 
road f1.0111 Nomal is nloiig the right bank to Gwecb, and is very didicult. 

223 
3 S A F ~ D  P ~ N I  (5,500') 8 



No. Of Names of Stages. 
Stages. 

mediate. 

6 

mile, then over gently sloping but rock-strewn ground. Then another pari, and then the fields of 
MaF6n. Cross R deep ravine nvd camp close to the for t  (60 houses), which stands on a promon- 
tory 300' above the river. Opposite, on the Nagar side, is the  fort  of Nilt. Supplies procurable. 
In  summer, the first mile after the Budlas ravine is almost impracticable, as the river is uufordable 
and the or~ly path is most dangerous, even for experienced mountaineers. 

Ma~6~(6 ,660 ' )  , 

62 6 
42$ 

74 - 

H I N ~  (7,000') . . The first 4 or 5 miles are a succession of difficult 
par is ,  the  road often not a foot wide and quite 
impracticable for laden animals, though horses 
may be brought by i t  with care. The next 2 
mlles are over a stony undulrrting p l a t e ~ u  and 
then the  fields of Hiui, a large village (130 houses) 

witli two forts. Wnter plentiful but muddy. Supplies obtainable. At 4 mile pass Tol, a t  2+ 
Gululat, a t  6 Pisan. A11 villages on the Nagar side. 

I 

36 

After the first t mile, which lies through fields, the  
road runs along the  face of a cliff for about 4 
miles, being sever111 hundred feet above the  river, 
with many ups and downs, in placea very narrow 
nud difficult for ponies; the next mile is over a 
stony slope, but otherwise easy. At 6 miles 

Crose the Chaprot ravine on leaving cnmp, and n t  
l a  milea ford the Budlas stream down its left 
bnnk for + R mile, then ford the Hunza river. 
At 3 miles croas again to  right bank by fording. 
J u s t  beyond this there is o bad p a r i  ; horses must 
be led over carefully. Road now in river bed for 1 

5-q 7 &-um+wQ . . ' . 
y-z*. 

llotnxibdd, a poor-looking place witli a couple of forts, no trees to spenk of. A t  5) miles the  

road lying the  whole way 

8 A T ~ B ~ D  (7,650') r 

river for nearly a mile, and then up the hillside again to  Muhamadbbdd (4) miles), village with 30 
houses. A t  6 miles, very stiff descent to  river bed, which follow for l a  miles. From here a very 
steep ascent to  the crest of a broad spur (7 miles), then for 1 mile colnpnrntively easy going, then 
a steep descent to the broad sandy bed of the Hunza river, over this for  about a mile. Camp in 
river bed, a t  foot of hill on which is tlie fort of AthbPd (30 houses). Forage and firewood procur- 
able; good water from epriug. 

9 

Road in river bed over snnd for 2 miles, then a 
short bu t  difficult p a r i  for hnlf a mile, then easy 
again. A t  33  miles road bifurcates; the pnth to 
left is for men on foot only-that to right for 
horses. The latter crosses the river by a difficult 
ford and continues on left bank 63 miles, when i t  

9 

59) 

re-crosses the river about n niile below camp. Road good throughout, but  impracticable in summer 
on account of the depth of the river. The foot-ynth d o n g  the right bank is very difficult, being 
a euccession of rocky staircases nnd p a r i s  ; i t  i s  ~bsolntely impnssable for horses. The lnst 1 4  miles 
are  easy. G6111lit is n scattered p l ~ c e  with a couple of forts  (one in excelleilt order) nnd about 160 
houses. Supplies obtaiunhle. 

Noto.-The rond between Xnhemadlbid and G6lmit  is q ~ i t e  irnpracticnble after the let  May for any but foot-men. 

Starling from the fort, through fields and houses 
for ) a mile, then down a steep hillside for 
several hundred feet, then through fields to  Altit 
(1) miles), a f o r t  village with about 60 houses. A t  
2% miles road descends into a deep ravine by a steep 
path difficult for Inden animals, then along bed of 

G ~ L M I T  (8,200') . 9h 
69 
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Route No. 1A c o n t i n t l e d .  

I 1 DIETANOBE. I 
of Nemee of Stages. 

stages. i mediate. 

10 

11 

from Road now runs along all undulating plateau several hundred fert  above the 
rivel.. ~t 64 lniles steep descent to rocky bed of the stream which issues from the P i s 6  glacier. 
c ~ , , ~ ~  this and camp in plain beyond the village. Phsli contains about 40 houses. Supplies, &c., 
scarce, but procurable. 

P i s 6  (8,200') . 

This is impracticable after the 1st Mny. The foot-path, after crossiilg the g1:1cier, goes along the 
foot of the hills for 5) miles. It the11 turns up a narrow ravine for e few hundred yards nnd then 
ascends to the Khaibar plttteau. At 5 miles the horse road joins in. The road generally may be 
characterised as stony; gradients easy. Khnibar is a miserable hamlet; supplies scarce. 

1 2  

Not#.-Prom the foot of the Kilik pass to Barhad-f-Wakhin It is 7 marches or 87 miles w i d  WL E h a j d ,  

8 -- 

At 3 miles a great glacier, a t  least l a  miles broad, 
has to be crossed. Impracticable for horses, 
which must ford the main river just nbove Pis& 
as well 88 the Shimsh&l river 2 miles above it. 
The horse road then goes along the river bed for 
3 or 4 miles, fording the stream sever:~l times. 

plateau for 1 mile, and then along the river bank. At 2 miles llorses have to fold to left bank. 
At  3fr miles pnsz a rope bridge, and a t  6 miles ford the river to Mfirkhfi11 (15 houses). The horse 
road here joins in. The next 2 miles are easy and level. Here a cliff abuts 011 the river, and 
horses have t o  L'~rd twice, us the  path along the cliff is only practicnble for men on foot. At 
Gircha there is a fort, as well as about 40 houses. Supplies procurable. 

GIBQHA (8,900') . 

874 
KHAIBAB (8,700') . 

The foot-path along the right bank is quite imprac- 
ticable for horses, which h:tve t o  ford the river a t  
2 miles, and go a l o ~ ~ g  the left bank, where the 
road is easy: the horse m d  foot paths rejoin 
a t  Mfirkhfin. As regards the latter, a t  f a mile 
cross n side stream by a good bridge over a level 

83 - 

ford a t  leaat R dozen times. Foot-men avoid half of these by taking a difficult path nloug the 
cliffs. Thio bit of the road is a defile between high cliffs, usually quite irnpracticnble for horses 
after the 1st May, and difficult even for men on foot, on account of the swolleu state of the river. 
At 7 iniles the road leaves the KhlinjbrAb, R I I ~  turns north-west up a deep narrow vs1le.y for 3 
miles. Horses have to cross the strenrn and go along the left side nf the valley, 400' above it, 
re-crossing the stream, and rejoining the foot-path a t  the 10th mile. Here there is a short, eteep 
ascent of 300' to the plateau opposite Misgall-over which for fr  a mile-then a deep drop 
into the same na'la', and a final ascent to Misgnh. 

Camp on the nide strenm a t  the fnr end of the village, which consists of a fort and about 60 
houses. Firewood and forage plentiful ; supplies scllrce. 

12 
108 

13 

First 4 miles north-west to  the junction of two 
streamv, then turn north, up the left bank of the 
stream, from that direction. At 6 miles ford 
stream, a t  8 miles a grazing ground with shesp- 
pens, &c. At 10 ctiilea a thick birch nnd willow 

77 

10% - 

96 

Up left bank of river. A t  2 miles Sat (20 houses), a t  
3 miles junclion of Chap6r;tn and Khbl~jlirib ndla's. 
Up the former is the road to the IrshBl pass. The 
road to the Kilik goes up the 1:ltter for 4 miles, 
crossing and re-rrossing from side to side. Horsee 
keep almost entirely to the river bed, linving to 

M I S G ~ H  (10,2003 . 

wood, arid a t  12 Murklish, a grazing ground close 
to  a wood aimilnr to the laet. Firewood plentiful. The road on the whole is fairly good with nb 
sbeep gradients, but i t  ie very stony in places. 

14 

This stage is prncticable for laden animals. Down 
hill and across a stream. At 1 mile a path 
branches off to the left to Ghulkin, distant 1 mile. 
At 2 miles cross a strenm issuing from the base 
of a great glacier a few hundred y ~ r d s  west of 
the road. At 4 miles Susaini (10 houses). Short 

12 MGBKBSH (12,000') . 
120 
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Route No. 1B. 
FROM GII,GIT TO B A R ~ G H I L  vid Y 6 s f ~  AErD D A R K ~ T  PASS. 

8zcthority-Cau~~r~ BARROW. 

I I D18~me.a. I 

Rozcle No. 1 A-conc.lutled. 

Names of Stages. 1 Inter- 1 / mediate. 

Bnurranr. 

At  + mile cross stream from Kilik by a rickety 
bridge; horses munt forci. Then comes a short stiff 
asceut of a mile, after which the gradient ie 
easy and gradual, but  the  road is very stony in  
places. The camping ground is bad; no firewood 
and very little forage. 

of 
Stn~es. 

- 
1 5  

The road generally from Hunzs to the Kilik is fairly easy i n  winter, and even laden animal8 
may be taken by it, but, ns a rule, after the  1st  May, or even earlier, i t  is quite impracticable for 
horses or other ani~uals. 

J .  3'. MANIFOLD, Captain, B.A., 

1 

Names of Stages. 

BUN-I-KOTAL-I-KILIK 
(14,600'). 

HANZIL (6,150') . 

DIBTANCEE. 

cra'ld. '1  he rest of the  way the  road lies close to  the river, t h r  hills cloeing in aud f o r m i ~ ~ g  a defile. 
T h o u ~ h  stony, the rond is OII  the whole fnirly good. At Htl~izil the camping ground is hot and tree- 
less, but the w f ~ t e r  from streams is excellent. The village is a small one of 8 or  10 houses. 

Inter- 
mediate. 

8 -- 

-- 
v!# 

-- 
128 

2 

... 

SHAB~T (6,080') . 9 )  - 

On leaving Oilpit, pass by a good lane for a couple 
of miles throllgl~ orchards and cultivation. At a 
miles pass Naupur, H. small village on a spur above 
the rot~d. At 24 miles cross the Kergah ndld by  
a frail wooden bridge. Pass Bmin BBla and PBln, 
two small villages on either side of the  Kergah 

forded, the  water nenrly 3' deep, with n swift current. 
On quitting this. the  most difficult portion of the road commences, namely, the  pari or cliff 

opposite Horg6. l'he road now becomes as bad as i t  can be. At 7 miles i t  bifurcates; the  lower 
path is fit only for  foot-men, and even for them is bad, as several cornices have to be prlssed and 
ledges of rock clambered over ns best one can. The upper road involves a terriblo climb, but ia 
passable b j  baggagennimnls. The laat mile into Sharot is ert0g through cultivation. Shade and water 
ample and good- the latter from the Sharot ndlcs'. Sharot is a prosperous village of 40 houses. 

17 
Immediately on leaving c ~ m p  there is asteep narrow 

asrent which is very trying to  laden a~~ imal s .  In 
fact for  the first 6 miles i t  is bad throughout, being 
s succession of steep and rocky ascents and 
descents. A t  5+ ~ n i l ~ s  tbe road enters the b d  of 
the  river, of which several channels have to be 

8 

opposite Cher Knla, the  chief place in Purival. Except in one or two p l n c ~ s  this pari is an ensy 
one. At 64 miles pnas the large fort  ~ n d  village of Cher Kala, which is reached by a rope bridge. 
Here there is a Kashmir garrison of 100 sepoys. The last half mile to  calllp is c a y .  Dnlnati is 8 
large open plain on the  banks of the Dalnati stream. Water excellent. Porage and firewood plenti- 
ful. 

DALNAT~ (6,800') . 6# - 23) Cross the  Shnrot !adla' and a t  + a mile pass the  
village for t  of Shikaiot, and a t  $ mile ford the  
Sliikniot na'la'. Then over a sloping plain for a 
mile or so. At 24 miles the vill:~ge of Q~ilplir. The 
rond nguin crosses a level steep of cl~ltivnted ground, 
and a t  4 miles comlnences to wind nlol~g the  cliffe 
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Rorde No. 1 B-continued. 
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the hillsides. At 4 miles pass T~poke ,  on the opposite brink, a hnmlet of a dozen Irouses; a t  5 miles 
the road a g ~ i n  dcscends to low ground and pnsses through the fields s u r r o u ~ ~ d i n g  Oich (10 hou~es). 
On leaving Gich there are two paths, the one by the river a very difficult foot-path, the other prac- 
ticable for laden animals, but very rocky and involving an nscent of a thousnnd feet. At 6) miles 
descend into the valley. 'J'kre remainder of the m ~ r c h  is quite easy. Singnl is a village with fort 
sllrrounded by g r r d e u ~ .  Water nild shade excellent. Forage procurable. 

SINGAL (6,200') . 

6 

Note 0% voad from Bilgit to  Roshan. 
The valley through which the road posses is a narrow defile bonnded by nrid and rocky mountains. 

I n  places fans of alluvialsoil are formed a t  the mouths of streams; these are occupied by villages and 
Rre as n rule well cultivated and covered with a profusion of fruit trees, chiefly apricot, apple, and 
walnut. The rest of the country is entirely devoid of vegetation: supplies, forage, and even firewood, 
are consequently only obtainable in moderate quantities. 

The road throughout is a   tony narrow path, in places very bnd, particularly where spurs project 
towards the river, forining cliffs locally known as paris. A t  such places two paths usually exist : a 
lower one c ~ l t  along the face of the cliff which is fit only for men on foot and is in maog plnces 
dangerous even for them, very specially where projecting knobs of rock have to be passcd; and nn 
upper one which nvoids the cliff by climbing up a thou~and feet or so and crowniug the shoulder 
of the spur. This upper path is supposed to be practicable for laden mules. I t  is, however, most 
difficult and renlly fit only for coolie traffic. With laden mules or ponies accidents must occur. 

We did the distance (40 miles) from Gilgit to Gaklich in 5 marches, and though these stages 
appear short, I do not see bow they could be altered, as the ro:~d is very difficult. Three miles from 
Oilgit the valley narrows and becomes Inore or less of a defile the rest of the way. Imagine the 
Khaibar pass between I d a  Beg and Alf Masjitl, with a foamitg river 80 yards wide rushing down 
it, and you have some idea of the PuniB1. There are half a dozon places where a few hundred men 
might stop an army. 

cultivated allnost continuously. At 6 miles pnss dfijnr (20 houses); shortly after this the road ns- 
cends 700' to the plateau on which Qak6ch is situated. The Inst 2 miles ore level :~ud  easy, partly 
through cultivatiou. Qaklich is a Inrge village with fort containing about 800 inhabitants. Water 
plentiful ; supplies procuriible. The eurrounding hills are quite bare, but the immediate neighbour- 
hood of Gak6ch is cultivated. 

~ A X ~ C E  (7,200') . Cross the Singnl torrent by a bridge 3' wide. Rond 
quite easy w e r  level ground as far as Qulinnti, a 
hamlet of 20 houses 3 miles from SiugaI, opposite 
which is B u b ~ r  ( 2 5  houses). After pnssing through 
Oulmati the road  continue^ fairly easy for a couple 
of miles, the prou~id on the opposite bank beiug 

8 - 

On leaving Oaklich the road goes over stony, undu- 
lating slopes; but a t  14 miles i t  crosfies a deep 
ravine, and a t  2 miles p:\ases the hamlet of Aish. 
At 24 miles another deep ravine is crossed. Up to 
the sixth mile the rond lies along 11 broad ehelf or 
plnteau, about 1,200' above the river, which is here 

6 

Pirss tlie 2 or 3  house^ wl~icli form the hamlet of 
Dalnati, and a t  mile cross the rapid Dalnatf 
stream by a bridge 30' long by 4' brond. Opposite 
the mouth of this stream is the small village of 
Hamchil. The rond now crosses a stony plain for 
a mile or so ; i t  then ascends a spur and wiuds along 

8& - 

40 

broad and lake-like, and dotted with inlands. A t  6 miles there is a very steep and difficult descent 
of 1,200' to the river bank. Road now lcvel. At 7)  miles cross a narrow torrent by a bridge. At '74 
miles the road bifurcates ; the lower path is o~rly fit for men on foot, alld is in pltrces very dnnger- 
ous; clefts in the face of the rock have to be clambered up by meails of notched posts. The pat11 
windn along the cliff a t  v~ry ing  heights from the level of the river to 500' above. The other path 
is jnst lracticnble for li~den ponies, but is very steep and rocky. It rises 8 good thousand feet above 
the river. and thug avoids the cliffs. This plnce is known as the Hupar p 7 . j .  Rench cnmp a t  9 
miles. The camping ground is a level dusty strip along the rivtr bauk. The heat in sulnrner is 
iutense here, owing to the bare rocky mountain0 which hem it in. There ie, however, n splendid 
atream of ice-cold water from the eouth-west. 

32 

49 
HUPAE . 9 
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mediate. 

7 

dkbris of landslips for n t  least half the way. At 6 
miles there is one short but  rather bad rack-stnir- 

case. At 7* miles p11ss village of S ~ i n a ,  on opposite bank : a t  10 milee the hills on the  right recede, 
and the rond crosses a slopiug stony plain. A t  11 miles cross a rnpid stream in a deep ravine. 
The road then passes along a cliff, about 60' above the  river, which i t  crosses by a rope bridge. A t  
12 miles Roshan. The village is surrounded by cultivation and f ru i t  trees. The fort  is a picturesque 
pile of stonce nnd boulders, built on a rock overhanging the river. A splendid supply of pure water 
from a stream just beyond the village. 

RO~HAN . . 

8 

by cultivntioii and f ru i t  trees. The rest of the way t,he ro:~d, though easy, is very stony. A t  7 
miles pass the junctioii of the Yasin and Ghizar rivers, where there is a co~lsiderable widenit~g of t h e  
river and many ~ m n l l  islands. A t  8) miles the rond ascends n spur, on which is the small village of 
Jandrot (8 houses). 

JANDPOT OF J I N J A ~ O T  

9 

12 
-- 1 61 

Road fnirly good tbronghout. Tlie hills recede some- 
what, :ii~d the road goes for the most pnrt over 
gently -sloping undulations. Ou leaving camp crosa 
stream by a rickety bridge; this stream may, how- 
ever, be forded, 11s i t  is only about 3' deep. At 5 
miles Onpis, a village of 10 or 12 houses, surrounded 

9 

80 

The road is fairly level throughout, running close 
alongaide the river the whole way, and nowhere are 
there very high or steep ascents nnd descents, but  
the  path is terribly rough and rocky, being over the  

70 

Descend by a fair path for  1) miles to the  Ghizar 
river, which cross by a rope bridge. Horses are 
swum across. On the opposite b a ~ k  is Khalta, a 
village of abont 90 houses, amidst cultivntion and 
f ru i t  trees. From Khalta there is a steep and 
rocky ascent of about l,t00', very difficult, but  

GENDAI . . 

practicable for ponies. Tlie path then becomes fairly level fo r  n mile or  so, and then there is a stiff 
descent of R thousand feet t >  t11e Ylisin river, wllicl~ is crossed, a t  6: nliles, by a rickety bridge 22 
yards long. The Inst 44 miles into Gendni is fnirly easy arc1 level, but  stony; two or three small 
strenms of good wnter crossed en route. Geudai is a village of 11 houses with a good deal of cul- 
tivation and fruit about i t ,  Camp in the fields. 

10 
-- 

For 2k miles over the roclry dkb1.i~ of successive Innd- 
slips, pnssing a t  It miles the hamlet of N6 on the  
opposite (right) bank of the  river. A t  24 miles 
cross the YBsin river by a bridge about 20 yards 
long and 4' wide. The road now enters cultiva- 
tion, and for the  rest of the way is a path winding 

10 

through the fields. At 3& miles pass through Du~nQn, a village containing about 50 houses, nnd 
a t  6 miles reach Y&sfn fort. Tlle valley from the  bridge to YQsin is about 12 miles in width, and 
is level and fertile. All the cultivation is on the r ight bank. Fruit trees are abundant, p?rticularly 
apricot, apple, and walnut. Y&sir fort is a square of about 100 yards side, in a very dilapidated 
condition. 

86 
Y d s i ~  . 6 

On the  opposite side of the  valley is the  village of Guhjalti. Descend to river, and a t  34 miles 
cross by bridge 20 yards long. At  41) miles village of S ~ n d i .  Opposite Sandi the river bed widens 
to  a thousmd y ~ r d s .  For 1 mile, by narrow lanes, through village of Saudi and surrounding 
fields. A t  64 miles cross n stream (fordable), u p  which there is a road prncticable for horses to 
Chatorknnd in the  AshkGmnn valley. On the  opposite bank of this stream is Manduri. Along 
river bank for  a mile, then across n landslip, opposite the  mouth of the Tui Mulls (distance 79 
miles). Over sloping barren ground for 1$ miles. At 94 miles cross to right bank of YQsin river by a 
bridge 4' wide by 50' long. Barkttlti for t  forms a We-dtc-ponl to the bridge, the road actunlly pnse- 

13 - 11 
99 

H A N D ~ R  . At 4 mile ford Nasbur river (there is a bridge nbout + mile up  the river), ascend cliff on opposite bank, 
and over a barren desert plain (the Llashti-Thns), 
about a mile wide, for 2 or 3 miles. A t  28 miles 
pass ruins of an  ancient fort. Traces of irrigation 
exist, and the plain was evidently once cultivnted. 
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Route No. 1 B-concluded. 
ing through sn  outwork. The for t  is s rectnngnlar building, 40 yards by 25, 6 towers, the whole 
in very Rood order. Half a mile fu r th t r  on is Berkdlti village, the residence of All Mardin Fb&h, 
the  ex Mir of Wakhhn. A mile beyond the river pnsscs through a gorge 20' wide ; here there is 8 

bridge. The rest of the wny to Hnnddr is more or less throughout cultivntion. Haudtir is a fertile 
place with s b u u d ~ n c e  of fruit. The Barghlti fort is also known as Kala Mir Wali. 

Thin 9-mile march takee at least six houre, and ie very difflcult for laden animala. 

swampy t m t  of dense undergrowth, with willows and birch, the pat11 winding througll i t  for 
about 3 miles. A t  91 miles ford D ~ ~ d a n g  Balsi stream from east, o r  cross by a bridge 4 of a 11,ile 
up-stream. At 10 miles p ~ s s  tllrough the fields of Dsrkdt. At 104 miles camp on north-west side 
of village. The valley from Handdr upwards is from 300 t o  400 yards wide, hemlned ill by bare, 
rocky, precipitous mount:~ills, thousands of feet high. A t  Darkcit the YQsin valley may be said to 
commeuce, as i t  stnnds in an  nlnphitbeatre of mountains watered by three main streams wlrich 
together form the YBsin. The village coatains about 40 houses, with H good deal of cultivation 
and a profusio~l of willow trees. From Darkdc, besides the Darkdt p,lss to B:lrdgIiil, there is a 
route practicable for horses up Dadang Balsi a l ~ d  over the  mountains into the  AshkGman v:tlley. 

10) 12 ' By A lane through fields. At 600 yards pass hamlet 

13 

14 

J .  F. MANIFOLD, Captain, R.A., 

Attach;, I. B. 

D A B K ~ T  . . . 
109) 

closes the valley, the river being confined to n nalrow impnssable gorge between precipitous cliffs. 
This spur was once fortified, 11nd is known as Dnrband. Descend a hulldred feet or  so and pass 
through n cultivated strip of land, with 3 or 4 houses, known as Gilrkushi, n ba'nddof Darkdt. At 
33 miles cross the Dark6t stream, which is here only about 20' wide, and not 2' deep. The ascent 
to  the 1)arkdt pass may be now eaid to begin; about the 4th mile are severill clumps of birch atld 
larch trees, nnd as forage too is plentiful, this spot is often used as a stage prrpnratory to crossing 
the  pass. The path up is a t  first a verg fair otle, though steep, and as tlie hillside here is covered 
wit11 earth, no c~oubt a good road c o ~ ~ l d  be made, At 50  miles b:~re rock takes the place of earth, 
and the road becomes very steep and bad A t  6 miles pass Gnrm Cl~nshma, a hot spring 2 mile to 
the left of the road. The roi~d gets worse and worse as one nscends, and though I:~deti ~ n i n ~ a l s  do 
use it, i t  can scarcely be called a mule road. Camp on a ledge of rock and boulders a t  the  edge of 
a glacier. A s  the ledge is only about 30' wide aud encumbered with rocks, there is only room for 
a very small body of meo. To bivouac is a necessity, as nowhere can space for  a tent  be found. 

7 - CAMP : 1) MILE0 SOUTH 
or KOTAL (13,600'). 

of Babrikot (3 houses), on opposite bank ; a t  3 lnile 
cross river by a bridge of 25 paces s!)an ; over rough 
de'bris of landslips. A t  3P iniles Amulcliat, culti. 
vatiou aud fruit  trees. Cross stream from right, 
At 6% enter the  Marang jungle, which is n low 

known aa the Sonkr ShGi, nnd for the  last few years this route has been used in preference to the 
Bardgbil, ou account of the brokeu bridge across the  YQrkhiin rivcr. From the crest the road to 
Bardghil presents the appeaniuce of n slnooth sriow-field, about n mile wide, with an average 
gradient of 4 O ,  and hemmed in by rocky mount:~ins from three t.o seveu tllousand feet r~bove it. 
After 2 or 3 miles of this snow-field a glacier takes tho place of the smooth snow, fissures appear 
and then dcep crevasses, which a t  length colnpel one to leave the  glacier and follow a n  extremely 
rough rocky path along the glacier embank~neut on tlie right or over the stony slopes a t  the 
foot of the mountains. At 8 miles the pat11 enters the grnssy slones of tlle tongue of land 
between the Chatiboi strenln and YQrkhlin river. This tonzue is kilown as the  ~asht-i-Har6ghi1, 
thou& the real Bar6gllil plain commences on tlle north side of tho Yht.khGn river. Water, fire. 
wood, and forage all good and abundant. The Dasht is a great  graziug ground. 

116) 

DABHT-I-BAR~QHIL 
or CHATIBOI 

(1 1,960'). 

' Up the  stony bed of the Dnrkdt Darn, in which 
there is much low jungle. Between the 1st and 
2nd mile cross two chaunels of cliis river, each ~bor l t  
20 yards broad and 2' or 3' deep, difficult to ford 
on accourit of the current. At 2) miles ascrrld 
for about 300' to the  crest of a spur wliich llrre 

1254 
9" - Cross R glacier, then along natural embankment of 

rocks and bouldel.s, tlleu over a snow-field to the 
c r c ~ t  of the pass, whit-11 is 15,000' above the sea 
rind la miles from camp. From uenr the crest a 
road goes off to tlie right which leads by R cir- 
cuitous path to  Sarl~ad-i-WnkllQn. This is locally 



Route No. 2. 

Bar rare. No. 
Btages. 

Names of Stagee. l d ~ ~ z i ~  Total. 1 
-I 

1 Road made and good, passing immedintely under 
the fort  of YeshQwar, and a t  3 miles c ros~ ing  tlie 
Bul~ni,  a small stream always fordable. A mile or  
so further on cross another smnll strenm by e 
fine pakka bridge of three arches built by the  
Sikhs, and a t  S+ miles, nenr to the village of 

N A G U M ~ N  RIVRB . -I- 

Khnzdna. Ford the ShLh Alam branch of the  K&bal river, with generally 2 or 3 feet of water in 
it. At 8% cross the Naghumin, or principal branch of the  Kibnl river, by n bridge of boats. 

8 - 8 

Road merely a country one, crossing innumerable 
wnter-cuts, very bad for gulls. Cou~ltry richly 
cultiv:\ted and covered with villages. At I t  miles 
ford the Adozai br:~nch cf the Khbnl river. A t  
8; miles, sfter passing the villuges of Dul)b, Srwari, 
Boks Jana,  Harihnn, Quggur, and Soakur, ford 

2 T U E A N Q ~ I  . . 

the SwLt river opposite the village of Tarnao (this ford is ~~racticable dur i r~g 8 months of the !ear). 
A t  Turangzhi fornge and provisiol~s abundilnt. Water from a brsnch of the Swdt river. 

12 

8 

20 

14 JALALA . . 

prnctic~~ble for gnns, and ngain, immediately before arriving nt Jnlhln, the road for  about 4 mile 
winds down the bank of the deep mountain torrent on which Jalhla is situated. From Jalhla t h e  
HB~lizaf country is reached 

34 

4 

A large villnge, situated on the  left b ~ n k  of the  
Chalpa'ni ndla', from whence its inhabitants a r e  
supplied with wnter. The road from TurangzBi 
is i~ beautiful one, trnversing the uncultivated plain 
of Hnshtnagar. A t  2 miles from Tursngd i  the  
road crosses a deep ravine which has been made 

The road is good throughout, prncticnble for laden 
auimnls. Cour~try for 4 miles undulating, but  
after  passing Shergctrh (the lnst British village) 
i t  becomes hilly, broken, and raviny. Itoad very 
fair, crossing a difficult ravine with banks Prom 30 
to 50 feet high. 1mmedi;ltely before reaching 

DAPQAI . 

Shahlzbt, this ravine would require n great deal of lnbour to innke i t  passable for guns. Six na'la's 
crosbed. Country Iiilly, broken, and raviny. lroad tolerable. 

14 - 

From Dnrgai to the foot of the kotal is 4+ milee, 
t l ~ e  f ifst  2& of which are open, crossing one deep 
and n few small ravines. As the angle formed by 
the D n r g ~ i  spur and the main range is nenred, the  
road becomes commanded by the lo~ver spurs on 
both sides, especially by two, one of which extends 

6 

48 

almost across the  little valley. Aftpi* pnssiiig these two spurs, the ror~d runs illto R little basin a t  
the apex of the valley, I ~ I I ~ ,  passing a tank of wnter, turns short round to the left  to ascend the 
kotnl. So f a r  the ro:ld ~omewhat  resembles the appronch to  the Kohi t  pass from the  Koh6t side, 
thourrh the greater portion of the latter is perhaps more commantled. The ascents of the two 
kotrils also resemble ear11 other, except that  the Malakand is consitlerably longer, and the  road is 
only wide enough for the pnssage of n !,air of bulloc-ks a t  a time. Horseme11 pass over it,  as do 
calnela but  traders generally ~nnke the loads very light before com~i~enciug the  nscent. 0 1 1  t he  
crest of the kolal two huge masses of rock encroach considerably on the roadwny. Beyond them 
is an open spr~ce, which a f fo~ds  encarnpi~~g ground tol- 300 or 400 b~~llocks,  a r d  close by i~ a s~nnl l  
spring of w ~ t e r  rind a fen. G6jnl.s huts. T l ~ e  hills right nnd left, though rugged and steep, are 
eve1 ywhere scressible to light infant, y, nlld t l~e re  is a pathwny which, leaving the road nbout r 
mile from the bottom of the Irota2, leads right up the face of the bill to the huts n t  the spring. I h e  
main rand is helee and t l ~ c r e  conlmanded from spurs on both sides, but  all these can be crowned 
without difficulty. I t  has heen reluarkcd that  heavy guns might be placed on the low llills, SO em 
t o  fire to and coluinnnd tile very top ot i t  rind the hill on the left, ns the  pnss WMI accessible to 
good light infantry at many points to a distance of two luilee to the left of the pnss. 

MALAKAND KOTAL . 9 - 57 
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The descent from the kotal is neither so long nor 
so difficult as the nscent. The road rilns right 
down the face of the hill two thirds of the way, 
and, after a zigzag or two, again takes a straight 
course. I t  is not commanded on either side, nnd 
in many places six bullocks can KO abreast. The 

I I 

6 KHAR . . I-- 6 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

- 63 

rillage of h'llnr is about 3 miles from tlie foot of the kotal. This is by fa r  the best road into 
6wBt, and the one chiefly used by traders from PeshBwar and the KohBt salt mines. It is also 
the only road fit for the p:lssnge of a body of troops with any baggage. 

M I ~ N K A L A  . . 

KAOBAT . 
JANBATAI . . 

SUBBAT . 
DIE . . 

country. Thence are roads !eatling to ChitrBI, Sw&t, and Kunar. The former is illfested with 
Kifir robbers. It call be said to be open for only about 2+ months,-viz., from t l ~ c  end of May to 
the middle of August. 

1 2  

12 - 
12 

12 - 
12 

6 -- 

9 

15 

69 

78 

93 

' /*IADAND 

15 

1 6  

17 

I8  

A villwge of 300 houses of stone and mud, about 1) 
miles from the left bank of the Swdt river, road 
to i t  good. Kesidence of the chief of the RBilfzwi 
brnnch of tho YbsafzBi clan. 

The road goes straight for the SwBt river, which is 
crossed on rt~fts. Uch or Uchchinai con~ists of 4 
villages, one of which belongs exclusively to Saiads, 
and the other three exclusively to PatllBns. 

Cross an easy pnss into 'l'alnsh, then continue down 
its valley to ShamshikhLn ou the bank of tho 

8 

9 

105 

117 

129 

141 

153 

Kila Nngar, R fort and village on opposite bank; also Badugal, n hamlet of Sainds on the hill just 
above the r o d  to the right. At 94 miles ford Beori Go], rayid stream about 20' wide. Fro111 
hcre to DnrGsh the road i8 principally along tho snlldy bed of the 

KASHQARAI . 
G ~ J A P  . . 
ASHEATH . 

KALA D a d e ~ ( D ~ s 6 s n )  
(4,320'). 

9 

1 2  
.- 

21 -- 

12f - 

UOH . 

SHAMSEIIKH~N . 
~ a u  jkdri. 

C r o ~ s  the Panjkdra to Kotkai, then through II 

valley to MiBn K H ~ R .  The town of Misn Kala 
has about 1,000 houses built of stone, cemented 
with mud. I t  is the largest town of Hajdur. 

The road goes up the Jnndul valley. This village 
(of 120 houses) is notorious for tl~ieves. 

Ascend to the Jnnbatni pass xnd the11 descend to 
the village. Both ascent and descent are very 
stiff ; but there are springs of water on the uvny. 
The north side of the pass is a dense pine forest. 

Tlle rond goes down to the BarLwnl valley ; half- 
way cross a t  RBnda the frontier of Dir. A village. 

Cross the Dir river a t  junction with Panjkdra and 
continue up its left bank to Dir. Dir is a village 
of about 400 houses, and is situnted on the right 
hank of the river. A considerable for t  of mud 
and stone stands on o mound and protects the vil- 
lage. Dir is one of the principal marts of the 

162 

174 

196 

20ik 

The road goes up the Dir valley. From this place 
guards are nlways taken. 

A village only inhabited during the summer monthe. 
The road  ascend^ up a glen to Gbjar. 

The road aecends the Lnh6ri or L o w h i  pnss, which 
is difficult, and then descends to Ashrath. Tho 
niarch is n very tediou~ one, and is dangerous froin 
the depredations of KBfirs. 

A s h r ~ t h  vil1:lge is the resort of KLfir robbers, 
and is the place most drended by the merchants 
who travel by this route. 

The pat11 desceuds to Mirkani, distnnt 3 milrs. 
This hrtmlet consists of two or t l~ree houses. 
From here a road goes to Asm&r workine along 
the south bank of the river (vide Route No. 3) ; 
a t  4 miles the road, which so far has been difficult 
for laden ani~nal*, becomes easier; a t  5 miles paus 
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19 

Kaisu, projects into the river, t l ~ e  puth over which is narrow and dificolt for Ir~den ani~~.nls .  
A t  5 miles Knisu, a fair-sized village, is renched. There is a foot-bridge across the river a t  this 

p i l l t .  From here the road to Gairat iu easy, with the exception of n difficult ascent for 100 yards. 
'the village is s~nal l  and situated on a proinontory about 100 feet above the river. Oppoaite is the 
mouth of the Barir vnlley of Kalhshgriln. 

QAIRAT . 

At 14 iniles a prec.ipitous cliff abut's the ~-iver bed. 
T l ~ i s  is usi~ally turned by going along the pebbly 
bed of the  river, but in summer the spur murt be 
crossed by a steep path. Beyond this is SpBlasht, 
a fort  whose fields have lately beeu swept away 
by the enc~-o:tchments of the river, the bed of 

The road goes alongside t,ho river hed for  400 
ynrds, thenmonnts thn cliff on the right for'several 
l~nndred feet  by n very steep nnd difficut path. 
The descent is worse, being ca1.rit.d down the face 
of a smooth cliff hy a narrow coralice or pnthwag 
supl~ortcd by short struts uilltidl.11 11oraes cau, 

which is ) a inile wide. 
Opposite AiSn tlie road lends along the face of the  cliff. The path is very narrow and dnngerous 

for Ii~deil aninials. 'I'he road again drsceuds iuto cultivution, but aftthr a short time ~, is rs  about a 
hundred feet above the river, n ~ ~ d  for the lnst two miles passes through fields to Broz, a village of 
300 houses in all, with supplies plentiful. 

20 

For the fir& two 01- three miles the  road is throng11 
fields ; i t  then goes along the river sidr, ~nd,c~.ossing 
the  low rocky npur, descer~ds to the villuge of 
Chumarkon (5 miles). It then crosses n broad, 
grassy uridr~lating spur, which closes the Chitr l l  
valley ou the south side. Coming down from here 

22 

9t 

7 Bndz . 

the Joghur stream is forded, and a t  6% miles the villr~ge of tha t  name is reached. It coutaius 
about 100 houses. 1)oslla Kh6l (74 miles) i~ a mnall hamlet just beyond. 

The road now goes a lo l~g the steep hillai3e 200' above the river. At 9 miles rench the fields of 
Danil, and paclsinp t l ~ r o u g l ~  by narrow lanes, the b ~ i d g e  n t  Ct1itr81 is reached a t  92 miles. Camp 
close to the fort. Supplies are plentiful. The village co11t;rius about 100 houses. 

21 

224 

10 - CI~ITEHL (4,980') . 

houses). At 74 miles Shil i  (12 houses). Hetween 8 and 10 iniles pass the hamlets of Bartoli. 
Rrtnd61, and. Parcl~eli. At 11 miles the road avoids a bad cliff by crossing und re-crossing a branch 
of the river by two s11ol.t bridges. At 12 milcs cross the LGdkllo by a ric.kety pole-bridge, and a t  
124 t he  Ujar Gol. Sllogliot is a slnell villa.ge ,>f 40 11ouse9, opposite which, on the r ight bank of 
the L6dltl10, ifi Awi (20 houses). At Shoghot there is R fort al)o~i t 40 yi~rds sqnare, wibh towers at 
the  angles. Thc positioll is an excellent O I I C  for cbeclting all a d v a ~ ~ c c  from the  Llorhh. The road 
above Sill is in placee very bad; animals l~ave to l)e unladen on account of the narrowness of the 
path where cliffs abut on the river. The L ~ d l r h o  river is fordable except in snm~~rer .  Thcre is 
a bridge pl.acticable for niiiin:~ls at, Sin, l ~ n d  a foot-bridge a t  Pnvcheli. 'Zhe road t l ~ r o ~ ~ g h o u t  lies 
In a narrow defile bounded by precipitous e ~ o u n : a i ~ ~ s .  At Shughot ainple room to ellcamp ; water 
good; supplies nnd firewood procurable. 

217 

234 

SHOGHOT (6,200') . 

The road leads through fields, and up a Rpur which 
involves a stiff climb except when the river ia 
fordable. At 2& milcs cross the Shislii Ijara, a 
rapid river ahout 20 ynrds wide. 111 eumnTer this 
stre:lin is not fordable, but  tilere nre two lwidges. 

246; 
129 

At 4 miles a rocky spur, called the  l'opkhhna-i- 

Up the  ChitrQl valley through the barren ground 
alongside the river. A t  about 29 ~nilea fro111 C l ~ i t d l  
bridge pass the junction of the Mast6j and Llidkho 
rivera, just beyond which is a spur whichoffers a 
very strong defcusive position with reference to a n  
advance by either river. A t  3) miles pass Sin (40 



18 MAIN LINES OF COMMUNICATION BETWEEN 

Note.-The miamion encamped close to P~rabek Fort, but Barzin divides the distnncc better. 

Route No. 2-contitzzced. 
however, be taken by il. It then passes along a st<eep shaly hillside. A t  l a  mile reach the Arkaril 
river, ahont 15 yards wide, and go up its left bnnk for  3 mile; cross over by a bridge 60' long. Up 
t\re Arknri valley is the  road to tlre Nulisrin, A gram, and I<hatinza passes. At 13 miles a small hnnrlet 
of Ar~dnrt,l~i, the bendquarters of the Arkari district. At 2 rnilcs ford the Lbdklio river or cross by 
a bncl foot-hridge. 'I'l~e road now follows tlre r ight hank, and in ylrrces is very bad iudeed. At 2) 
llliles p ~ s s  I<~ij i .  At 6+ miles lluglr. At 84 miles Illr\jgm. 'I hese villages errc.11 co~rtnin 10 or 12 
Ilol~sea ; all tlrree are on tlre left bank. Jus t  befor e r r :~c l~ ing  D~.nslrp the ro:~d crosqes the river by 
n I ickety britlge :rbor~t 60' long and 3' hrond. 111 ushp contains about 60 houses a l ~ d  an  insig~rifi. 
Cnllt fort  \vIricI~ is tlre residence of the Governor of IrijgBm. Ample space for encamping. M ater. 
s~rpply good ; supplies and firewood procurable. 

J. F. MANIFOLD, Capl., E.A., 
Attache', I. B. 

24 
264h 

A little more than a mile heyond Drushp are soine 
hot spri~rgs, a few hundred yards to  the right of 
the  n a d ,  just beyond which is the village of Izh 
(30 holrses), on both sides of the  river. Izh, on 
the opposite bank, stands tit the  lnooth of a fine 
valley, up  which thrre is a route, practicnblr for 

BAEZ£N (8,000') . 

horses, ovcr the  Sh6i pass into KQfiristLn. Hetwee~l 2 or 3 miles pass through 131~rman6 and Jhita, 
then ford the river (there is n bridge for foot-prtsse~~gers. A t  4 miles there is a had ascent nnd 
d e s c e ~ ~ t ,  where a rocky spur abuts on the  river, opposite Kui (40 houses). A t  this point tlre road 
can be very efft~ctually defended ngai~rst a11 enemy coming from the  Dorih. Tlre road now enters 
the  I'nrah~k plnin, which is nbout $ of a mile broad, and 2 or 3 long. At 5$ miles pass tho fort of 
Pnrabek with Gistonu on the opposite bank. Tlirough fields, passing through GufLi (15 honses) & 
6 milea. Barziu is a slnnll village nt the  end of the  Parabek plaiu. 

7 -- 

1 0  
2744 

25 Ford the  river, and go up  the r ight bank for  12 
mile~s. Ford the  river again. A t  23 miles Dar- 
band, a worthless line of fortificatio~ls in ao  exces- 
sively bad posi r io~~.  At 4 miles recross to  left 
bank. There ia a foot-bridge a t  this point. Ptrss 
t l~rougli  Amirdil, t i  hamlet ou a hill, aud a t  6 mil, r 

SHAH SAL~M (10,800') 

reach Gabar, R fort lately erectrd, in which about 30 farniliee reside. Opposite this fort  is x narrow 
valley, up whiclr is n route to KBfiristBn by the Zidig Icotal. Below Amirdil the vnlley is very stony, 
and destitute of herbage or trees. Above Gabnr for 19 miles the  road is failly level, nnd passes 
through or ~lorrgside 11 jungle of willow and birch trees. Either I~anlc of the river may be followed. 
A t  @+ miles pass throngh L)igiri, a KAfir settlement, and a t  10 miles cross to left bank by fording, 
nnd nsce116 to the  camping ground of Sb6L Salim, f~rmous for i ts  Lot springs. Forage and firewood 
p l e ~ ~ t i f u l .  Supplies must be brol~ght. 

Jus t  beyond camp ford the Uni strenm, 11p which 
there is said to  be n path turning the lJor6t1. The 
ascent rrow commences in earnest. I t  is not  very 
steep, except here a ~ ~ d  there, and though the path 
is a rough one, it is perfectly prticticable for laden 
animals. A t  1 mile pass the ca~npirrg grouutl of 

Ka'rauz, beyond which firewood is very scarce. A t  14 and 3: miles respectively pass the rnolitl~s of 
tlic Artzri and Ustic11 valleys on tlre opposite side of the river. Up these two vallt~ys there are foot- 
p:rths to Al~arad IJesv&na ill KBfiristhn. At 6 nliles rcrlch the  kotal (14,8001), the last 2 miles being 
very atony. 1 1 1  sunrmer the prlss is free from snow. Tlre descent is very stony 111rd troublrsorne, 
bu t  the prour~tl i s o p ~ u ,  and the g~xclients not too stecsp for Inden aniluals. At 13; miles below the 
kotal cross ri sl~nllow torrent wlricir flows down to the HRIIZ-i-DorB11. Half ir mile beyo~ld tlrere 
is a very steep descent to the Ii~ke, wlrich is  bout l a  miles long, n~rd  nearly half a ~ n i l c  bro:~d. 

r ,  1 l ~ e  I)or811, generally speaking, m:ry, rillowing for i ts  elevation, be corrsitl(~red nn easy route. 
For latlen atrimnls tlrere :rre no diffic~rlti~s to speak of west of Parilbek, arrd between ClritrLl a11d 
Pnr:rbelc the difficultic~s might c:isily be reruetlied with n llttle 1:rbour ; tlre road tlirouglro~~t, to wit11111 
a mile or tn70 of tlre pass, lnny 1)e defined :IS n defile between high, b:~re, racky mountai~rs. 

'I'l~e nor& is certai~rly tlie best k ~ ~ o w n  route acsross tlre Hrntl6 K ~ r s l ~ ,  as the value of the 
Bar6glril is rlircou~~ted by t t e  difficulties of the L)n~kot. (Autliority for route f r o u  C l ~ i t ~ d l  
k t  Dorblr, C a p t n i ~ ~  Barrow.) 

26 8h -- LAKE DUFFERIN, or 
HAUZ-I-DOEAH. 283 
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a t  7 miles; the river is crossed 

Names of Stages. 

1 

/ 11ll.1- 1 1 
mediate. 

R ~ B A L  R,IVEB (left 
bauk of). 

A fo r t  built originally by the  Sikhn; supplies pro- 
curable after  due notice ; xater  plentiful ; c o u ~ ~ t r y  
and road as in last stnge ; cross the Kibal  river a t  
2j, and pnss Uchw4la ~t 5 miles. 

10s -- 

A fort  situated on the left  b:mk of the S w i t  river; 
supplies must be collected ; water plentiful; rountry 
cultivsted; road good; pnss Mutta a t  4 milee, and 
cross the river (150 yards wide, left bank steep) a t  
the  end of the march. 

The last v i l l ~ g e  en route in British territory ie 
B:~iram Deri, distant 14 miles; the first half of 
this distance is over a bare plain, the  remaindrr 
of the journey is over fertile ground. Supplies in  
plenty to be had from surrounding villages. Water 
good and ou surface, but  fuel scarce. 

~t the  end of the  march. 

... Encamp on the left bank of the  Naah l~min  braucli 
of the  I<ibal river; supplies ~nrist be tnken from 
Peshiwnr ; water plentiful; country level, open, and 
c~iltivnted ; road very fair. Leave the  t r u ~ l k  rond 
by the  fort. At 2) miles cross the Badni canal 
(bridged), and a t  4 miles the  Sh4h Alau (fordable) 

5 

Cross over the Panjkorn, and along an ensy a l ~ d  
level route :~rrive a t  the I ~ ~ r g e  fort  of Sbdzidg~ii, 
which is built ~t tbe sharp bend of river above 
mc~~tioned,  coinmnnding a strong positior~. The 
vnlley i s  a narrow one, but richly coltivated. Snp. 
plics of grnss and fucl sufficie~lt for a largt? force. 

c 2 

6 

wnter is to be had. Trncrs of a made road executed (so i t  is said) by the  Sikhs is still to be seen, 
btlt being n longer one is little, if a t  all, used even by traders. The descent of very nerlrly 3 miles 
into the  SwBt valley is over rough ground, but  wl1e11 once in the p l n i ~ ~ s  the going is easy. Country 
011 both b:~nks of river very fertile and well irrigated. The river is crossed opposite the  large 
village of Chnkdarn : 7 miles beyond is I(otigram ; en route several villages. 

K O T I ~ R A M  . . 

is in p:trts very steep, getting worsa on nearing fort, which is built on n low lnound Qn left  bank 
of ~-ivvr, comniandi~~g n good position. 

Tile desctnt is through fir and pine forests. Water  aud grass plentiful. Some cu l t iva t io~~  
about. 

23 - 

Four miles beyond Kotigmm is the Laram pase. 
The ascent is easy nnd practicable for all benste 
of burtlen. Water plentiful. Slopes of bill culti- 
vated, with linmlet-; scattered about. Two Inrge- 
sized trlnlts t~ t  top of pass that  hold water for 11ine 
r n o ~ ~ t h s  ill the ge:\r. The descent to Kaln Rab4t 

KALA RABAT , . 

75k 

10 

Distance to  Malsknnd kotal 5 miles, t h e  first 3) 
miles by left bank of a running stream. No cul- 
tivetioii beyond Khhrki. Wood and grass on t h e  
hills. l 'he ascent to kotal is easy, and will nllow 
of laden camels. The top of'the pass is very flat 
aud wcll wooded ; in addition, a goodly supply of 

85i 
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d l t e r n a t i ~ e  Route t o  Route No. 2-concluded. 

Route No. 3. 

There ie an alternate route from Chnkdarn to Shhz&dgai, which nvoids the  Laram pnss, hut  n low 
kota2 (Kntgoln) is crossed 6 miles due west from Unch, n l ~ i c h  is 4 miles from Chakdar~ .  This 
nlternnte route is principally used b j  kajilas. 

Prom Sli&hz&dgai to Kotal Bar&wal ro i~ te  is along 
right bank of a running strcam throng11 rich cul- 
tivation, distant 12 miles. The :~sceut is easy for 
laden beasts. The northern fi~ce of range is well 
clad; Inot so the soutllern. The descent is over 4 
miles through dense fir and pine forest and bl.us11- 

8 

But/Lo~'Z'ty- ((N ATIVE). 

B a d w a s  ~ B N D ~  . 

wood. Soil rich. Water-supply plentiful. The village of R&nd& is on right bank of st.reain, over 
wlricl~ a frail bridge has been tlrrowu ; the  stream a d n ~ i t s  of fording right through the  year. 

REMAEKS. 

After ) mile cross the KQbal river by ferry-boats. 
Stream 200 paces across. For 4 miles rcad passes 
tlrrorigh popr~lor~s district, then crosses a b ~ ~ r c  
atony plaii~ much infested by Sliinwiri robbers. 
Strike the  Ch i t ,~ i l  river (hcre c:~lled the  Klinar) 
a t  L:~lnhntalia, 38 n~ilcs beyond ~vhich is Shewi, R 

No. of 

1 

9 

tnwn of 1.000 I~onses, the c l~ic l  pl:~cc ill Sllignr district. 1to:id pood. Tlicre !,re two a1tern:kti~v 
10 ~ d s  to Slre~vli, but  above ig best iind slhrtcst ; road goncrallg good. 

17 

Names of Stages. 

S H E W ~  01 KEWA . 

107; 

D ~ E  . . 

places ns much ns 20 feet deep. No cultivation between Bind6 and Chutiatan, b u t  plenty of grass 
and firewood. Froin Chutiatan to  Dir the  path  is along cultivation, wheat and rice chiefly. 

Dir is the name given to the fort, which is large :lnd mud-built-it is nsed by the  chief and 
his followers ; wlierens the  village is known as Ariiin Kot, and is the headquarters of Sliao Bhbh. 
The population of for t  and village exceeds 10,000 souls. 

DIBTANCES. 

16 - 123i 

10 

1.1 

Inter- 
mediate 
-- 

14 

About half-wny is the fo r t  of Chotiatan a t  junction 
of stream from H~r in la l  B i n d i  with P ~ n j k w a .  
The path keeps to  left bank of strenm. Aftcr 
lrc~ving the village of Sangrawal, which is 4 
miles from Rkndl, t h e  country falls, forming a 
deep gorge for  the  s t r c a n ~  to rush throngl~,  in 

, ,  

for  five miles and more is diEcult, the  stream having to  be crossed and re-crossed several times. 
No cultivatioil between Mirgih and Ashrath. The kotal  is the north boundary of thc Dir territory. 

During many winter months almost a gale blows up  the valley. TII M I I ~  1883, when I wns 
going over the ground, i t  was then well under snow, ~ n d  for  2 or 3 miles the way WRJ strewn not, 
anly wit11 blanches, but with trunks of pine and deoddr tha t  had boen uprooted.-(McNaiv,) 

It is a stif march from Mir&h to Ashrath. Wood and grass, but  no cultivation. 

J. F. MANIFOLD, Capt., R.A. 
Attach&, 1, B. 

R l f ~ o d ~  . 

A~~HRATH . 

1 I laden animals for eigbt months in the year, coin- 
mencing from the  nionth of hl:~y. 

The ascent is very easy and gradual, but, the descent 

Pa th  for nearly 1 mile goes by right bank of stren~n 
that  takes i t s  rise a t  Low6,rai Kotal. The valley 
is a narrow one but fertile. When opposite the 
for t  of Pana Kot, which is bnlf-way, an  ascent of 
about 300 feet is made, and a similar desceilt thence 
to  Mirgdh, the  going is easy. 

About 5 miles from Mire& the  Lownrai Kotal is 
reached ; elevation 10,460'. 'Ilie pass is open for 

9 - I  1328 

I 

12 - 1446 
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Roule no. 3-continued. 
-- 

Rond along right bank of river, stony and had in 
places. A t  2 111iles pnss village of lwlirnpur (or 
Snlampur). Nfirgal has about 60 houses. Roild 
infested by robbers. 

Of 
Stagen. 

Road good, passes through n populous nncl well- 
cultivated district along left bank of the river. 
Pass the vEl1:lges of KunRr, Ali Dod K u ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ I I I ,  
Shankar, Sliahdala~n, and Barabat. Pilsllat is 
nl~out snme size as Zor Kunhr, and the resident e 
of the PBdslrih. 

DIUTINCE IN  
h111,~s. 

Names of Stages. 

3 

Rorld stony and infested by robbers; passes smnll 
vil!ages of Jnnga, Lamha-tah, and Ilonai. Snr- 
kdni has some 300 houses, and from it ,  ns well as 
from I(u11Br and Pasl~nt, there me roads over the 
hills to Bajsur. 

RBMABKE. 

,.,,%tiFe.l Total. I 

in  I~unlber; the last almost brimful and very rapid." The Mulls calls it " rapid and deep." 
Kullir is a town of some 1,000 houses. Kond goes nlong right bank direct to Chigur Stlrki fro111 
Patau. Road passes well-cultivated and populous district, i11h:ibited cllieflj by Uehgans, a tribe 
of AfKh6rlistin, supl~osed to collsist of convel.ted Pagans of Indian origin, and only met wit11 
here nnd in 1,nghmLn. They talk "LughmBni," an entirely differelif lnr~guage from the ordinary 
Pnshth of AfghQlliat&tl. 

ZOR T < U N ~ B  m OLD 
I<uN~u.  

San . . 12 Milee. 
San . Camp 3 miles 
Harnoi . . 12 ,, south of Harnoi . 9 ,, 
Moghaldam 12 ,, Lengarbad . . 6 8 8  

Moghaldam . . 9 , 

6 I Maaaou~ . . 

11& Rond along right bank of river to Fatnn ; 2) milrs 
beyond, river is crossed by rnfts of inflsted skina. 
I t  is snid to be sometinles fordable (it is 50 paccq 
acroes) in very cold wealher ; but Dr. GriffitI~s, 
wbo crossed here in J n ~ ~ u a r y  1840, describes it as 
" with difficulty fordnble. Tlle streams are t h ~  re 

12 1 
2 

Road througli u~~inh:lbited waste on left bank. A 
vill:~ge of 200 houses, the frontier village of Jali l-  
BbBd dist,rict. Shortly before ~wichirlg Mara01.s 
pnss ou opposite (riglit) bank, village of Chiger 
Sarai, where a large strenm, the Peach, joins tlre 
Chitnil. The Pewh (01% Kattar) comes from 

Kifiristiin. A few miles up this stream is an affloe~~t from the north also called Kattar, after 
a tow11 of that Iirrme inhnbited by Siilh Krifirs, who were, however, in 1841. ove1,run by the people 
of Bajaur, Asmdr, &c., and forced 011 paill ot' death to become nlu11ain:tdnns. They RrP now c~l le l l  
Shckhs or soinetimes Nimchi~s, keep on good terms with both their own people and surround- 
ing Muhl~~l~ad:tns, and generally form the iuedium of com~nunication between the two. 

7 

dependent stnte and its rnlcr on very friendly terrne with the chiefs of Dir and Chitrhl. 
There clre two routes, one nlong each bnnk of the Chitril river; thnt along the right bauk ia 

much the easier, anti is eve11 in its prrsent state perllaps prnctict~~)le for laden animals, but it is 
never used on account of Iirifir raiders. The road along the left bank in its present state is fit for 
led horses, but not fit for Isden ones ; i t  might, however, be easily and quickly wade 60. 

The stages might be either- 

A S M ~ B  , . 
93 

20) R o ~ d  along left bank of strcn~n, bnd and stony, wit11 
many ups and downs. Pass eta route the Bajaur 
villages of S1iig:ll a ~ l d  Shartan (80 l~ouses). Asmhr 
is a fort with a vill:~ge of some 200 houses and the 
residence of the KhBn of Asmir. The march is 
described as "long and dihcult." As~ni r  is an  in- 



2% M A I N  LINES O F  COMMUNICATION BETWEEN 

Roule No. 3-concludecl. 
As the road would require making, the shorter stages would be the better and are accordingly 

given bclow, 

8 I Snn . 

On leaving camp for 2 miles there is n bad pari 
where horses must be lctl. At 2 miles pas# 
Pnshn~igar (10 houses) and Barkot (20 houses) on 
opposite bank. At 3 iitiles cross s t r e ~ n l  to Haruoi 
(l{.andir) 160 houses, opposite which the1 e is a t'oot- 
bridge ncross the ii~ain rlver. Fro111 Hnruoi there 

e mouth of the Basbgnl Qol Gangarbat (contain8 

Jus t  nbrut Slidli there is nnother rond to Bar Barnwal. At 8 miles pass Bargiln (40 Ilouses) on 
opposite blink, tlie first village in Chitr61. A t  10 miles there is n had p a r i  about 500 yards long. 
At  10) miles pass Sanhk, e small hamlet on opposite bai~k.  San contains about 100 houses. E'rou 
here n rand to Bnr Barhvral. 

1 2  - 

9 

1 0  

30 houses). 

A t  21) miles pass ShangGr (60 houses) nhout a ~nile 
105 I to right of rond on hill slopes, and a t  2% mil I 

ford :i stren~n up wllicli there is a road to Bar 
Bnrb~val ; ~t 4 miles Shili  (60 houses), the last 
Asmkr village; opposite it is n rope bridge leading 
t c  Dobaila (40 houses) on opposit,e bank of river. 

deserted fort  of Shdli Kot ; 2 miles further on, there is a fine, level, grassy maidin, which makes a 
splenc\id place for a cuulp. 

9 - Camp . 
(3 miles south of Har. 

noi or Arnawai.) 

LANQABBAT . 

ir a road to Pnnarkot. At 4 milea pees tl 

114 

J. F. MAKIFOLD, Capt., R.A., 
Aitnchd, I. B. 

On leaving S:m, cross strenm, up which is the afore- 
rnentio~led road. At 6 miles cross a ndla' by a 
foot-bridge ; up this there is a good road to Bar 
Bnrhwtll which is fit for libden horses and is never 
closed by snow. At 7 miles Nara or Nars:~t (50 
houses), just above which, to tlie right, is the 

11 

1 4  

13 

14 

15 

road becomee R ~uccession of s n ~ a l l ~ a r i s  very difficult for horses. At 7 t  miles ford the Chnshtangas 
na'ld. Beyond this the hills recede r litt,le, and from licre to the Lown'rf strei~m the vnl lc~ on the 
left bank is known 11s Mogh:lldnm. Halt'-wny between the two stre:~~its tilere is n good spot for 
enramping ; forage and firewood obtainable. The :Lowhi stream is 3 4  miles further on ; i t  is 
rrosred by a foot-bridgc a t  Uirkani. 

9 - MOQHALDAM . 

EAU DB6gE . , 11 

GAIEAT . 9% 
1494 At 1) miles cross the Pesil Go1 the stream from 

the Lbw6ri prlss, by a foot-bridge a t  hlirksni. 
BBOS . 7 The rotid from this point is described in Route 

166a No, 2, Peshkwar to L)or6h. 

C E I T R ~ Z  . 10 
l66+ 

129 
At 1 mile there is very bed bit where horse8 must 

be led. At 44 miles ford a sdli up which there is 
a road to  Dir, by which Iiorses cnn be t a l t e ~ ~ ,  but 
w i ~ i c l ~  is closed by snow in wiuter. 011 the north 
bank of this nald is Gid (60 honscs) (the Cllitrhlis 
c:111 it) Diil~imal. Half a ~rlile hcyotld Gid the 



Route No, 4. 
P E s ~ d w ~ n  TO K ~ B A L  vid THE KHAIBAB, J A L X L ~ B A D ,  AND LATABAND. 
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Namee of Stagce. 

9 

At + mile pass villnge of J i m ;  from here, for 24 miles, low hills on the  left com~nand 
rond a t  close range. At 3 miles rond descends into the  Shddi Blraglbr na'ld; a t  3) 
miles renl e~rtrnlrce to  tlie pass. Immediately in  front, on w centr:ll I~ill, a s~nal l  fo r t  
to hold 25 Inell was built in 1880. Road circles round this hill, followi~lg the bed of 
R l ~ w g i i ~  ~za'lh tlmong hills 200 or 300 feet high. 

At 42 miles the  road 1e:ives tlie na'ld and begins ascent to the Sl~iihgni heights by 

R s u ~ a n e .  

DISTANCE. 

which is passcd a t  4 miles. So far  the road is a double olle, the  two lines ru~lning pa~*allel 
to one another and R few yards ap:~r t ;  b o t l ~  nre b~.idgrd, but  one only is m~~tnlletl. Beyond H : ~ r i  
Si,l,o the ro;~d is a broad, firm tlxck, cleared of boulders, which crosses a stony, treeless, u ~ ~ d u l a t i n g  
plilin known as tlre Maiva. At  6 miles piiss the police post of l< :~c l~a  Ghari. 

Stage. -- 
SIiles. 
-- 

9 

(2) h ~ f  M A S J ~ D  . 

Makeson's rond (2 miles), the grndient of which is rirther steep for  carts. A llew road was laid 
out with a better gradient in 1880, but is out of repair. 

At 52 miles Pol t Mlrude (e;lrr~sorl 50 men), situated on R hill above left of rond. Peshdmar, 
J ~ ~ m r l i d ,  nnd For t  Ali hlasjid are all visihle from tllis fort, which nlso com~nands t l ~ e  ro:~d a t  
vnrious points nloiig tlieincliii~. No supplies; water tiom a s~nal l  well on the road or from a spring 
in the Chingai na'la'. Fort  Maude nras used as a s igna l l i~~g  station in 1878-80. 

Total. 

Dliles. 

A fort  situnted on a  light e ~ n i ~ ~ e n c e  36 miles f r o ~ n  
the  Sl~atli Ullr~giBr cnlr:irllbe of tile I<haibar pass, 
Besitles tlie for t  t l ~ e r e  in it  serai, a post oftice, 
and bazar;  upp plies procnrahlc ~ n d  water plcnti- 
ful. Colrlltry on 1e:ivillg I'esl~dwi~r is cnltiratrd ae 

MC4 

f a r  n s  Hari Sing's B ~ i r j  (pol~ce s t a t i o ~ ~  a11d post 

9: 

At 62 miles sulninit of' Sl~dlig:~i  Ilcigl~ts, on wl~ich are several commanding positions; from 
here tlie for t  of h ~ i  Mmjid is risible over two interveiii~ig bpurs, 011 wllicl~ latter 
br~rrocks were built. At this pnrt of the  pass the higher I~il ls  t't~ll b.~clc aild the v:~lley is 
filled wit11 a confused mass of lower hills (of which these heights form part), with tile 
K t i ~ i b i ~ r  strrn n winding helween them. 

At 7$ ~niles c ~ m p i ~ r g  groul~d of Shrlhgai and Fort Abdul Rahin&n (for 100 men). No  

18f 

supplies; water from Rhtribar stream below or from tlie Shni1ig:~i na'M. Tliis for t  stands about 
MU yards from the road, co~n~nantl ing the valley : ~ n d  rond bej o~rd.  

By the  Sh&di Bl~ngidr entrance to pass. The old 
route wid Kadam is now scarcely ever used. 

ci 

4 

hr; 

&8? 
0 

Q,= 

a 2 4~ 
M 2  

Prom here tlie road w i ~ ~ d s  down round several lower spurs to the  left bank of the strersm, 
wliicli i t  reacnl~es i ~ t  8$ miles, and follpws to Ali Masjid, closely conin~i~nded by the  hills 
011 either side of tlie streani. At 9 miles a cliE 011 t he  r ight allows just room for the 
road betweell i t  and the stream, and liere s bar has been fixed to block the roi~d. 

Beyond is the  camping ground, forming nn ampl~itheatre. Commanded on all side3 by lofty 
hills ; tlle fort occupies a hill in the centre of the v.llley to  the west ; to the eilst the 1idge 
I I ~ I V  occupied by t l ~ e  re~nnins of barracks; to the north the prrcip~tour slopes uf 
RhotLs, to soutll various slnall hills, some of which c o m m n ~ ~ d  the fort  itself: 
oil these latter several detached towers have beell built, ench for 10 mc n .  

Felv ssapplies; water good nrl(1 y l e ~ i t i f u ~  from tIie Kl~u ib i~ r  strei,rn, but should bo drawn 
above crimping ground. Road good the ?hole r a y .  
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Rotcle No. 4-continued. 

(4) D d ~ d  . 

.- 
E 
; 
h 
o 
z 6 
g z  
k' 

Names of Stngcs. 

A t  34 miles Peindah Kh4k (a post of Snngu KIIQI), the most dannerous part of this  march. 
Frcjucnt raids occurred here from R p ~ t l i  lertding through n gap in the higher hills on thc left: t o  
rile vllinge of l)nrband, ant1 thence over all open plain to 1'eshbol;lk in Ningrahar. Sout,ll of Ilar- 
band we linrc the Sitsold pass leading into the B&&r valley. TLr p1ai11 bctwccn Sitsobi a ~ ~ d  Dm- 

10 

RHMAEKS. 

DI~TANCE. 

A t  a mile pass under the  fort hill. Valley heye 
contracts, and the road, follo\ving the  stream, ru l~s  
for half n mile through a narrow gorge between 
t h e  precipitous crags of Rhothe and of the fort 
hill. A new road was blasted out of the face of 
the  hills on the right, about 80 feet above the old 
one. The road crosses the stre:un four times in 
the first mile on low wooden bridges, strong enough 

ii 4 
44 SI 

8 

Stage. 
-- 
Milts. - 

4l# 

Total. 

Miles. 

Thr road rongh but good, follows the narrow val- 
ley, which latter gradually widens; liigh, bare, 
precipitons hills on either side, with frequent spur8 
which command t l ~ e  road. 

At 1 mile the stream sinks into the sand. NO water 
from here to D&k&. 

A t  2 miles n small Jeznilchi post in a stone snngnr. 

for guns : stream a l m q s  forc\able a t  t l~ese  places, if necessary. 
The ror~d continues for the  next 4 miles along the  narrow valley of the I<hnib:~r through loftg, 

bale, precipitous hills, rounding numerons small spurs, each of which comnlnnd i t  for some distance 
i l l  either direction. At 1 i  miles the  Tortang valley issues on the  r ight ;  room to camp for  one regi- 
ment;  good water and wood. The stream here issues from t h e  side of the  hill; 110 wtrter beyo~ld 
this up to Landi Khiun. 

312 
(3)  LAND^ I~HHNA . 

4 
m i  

a 

138 

At 2 miles Khatn Kushtn; a few huts  and room to camp ; water here in rains only. In  
1878-80 a sig~~nll i l ig post was established on a hill above, which commun~cated wiiih 
L a ~ ~ d i  Kofnl and h ~ i  Mr~sjid. 

A t  4+ lniles s~nwll village, Wnli KhCI. The valley begins to  widen and there are Rome 
signs of cultivation. NO water in  the dry  season. At 5 t  miles Ishpoln tope ; holn here 
for  more than n mile extend on both sides of the rond the  village9 of Isbpola, Niki Khkl, 

and Sllltln Klldl, all belonging t o  the Zakha Kl~Bls, the most troublesolne tribe in the  pass; 
they consist of abont 40 walled enclosures with towers; numerous nlillis would afford cover to all 
enelmy. The valley here is nearly a mile wide, with a good dtbal of cultivation ; no water, a t  all 
events in the  dry season, though there are said to  be springs in the  adjr~cent bills a t  times; for this 
reason these villages nremostly deserted in dry wenther. From 7+ to 9 miles the road follows 

of ndla's, the brinks of which shut  out all view on either side. A t  9 ~niles pass 
L&l&beg, a small village simillir to those above me~~t ioned.  The only ronte by w l ~ i c l ~  1-aiders 
c:lrl attac.k this part of the  road is the pnth leading from B h & r  which joilis the Khaibar opposite 
the  Ourgarn towrr. The path through Sapri from Jam1 6d joins the Khaibar st K l ~ a t a  Kushtn. 

sO1~ 

At 10 miles Landi Kotal; snpplies scanty ; water from Landi Khina  stream. The road 
up  to tbis point is rough but good, and not likely to be ~ n u c l ~  affected by rain. F1.on1 here 
the  descent to Laudi Khhna begins. The road, n very good ono, winds down by an easy 
gradient, flrst circling the  hill on which Landi lcotal camp was pitched, n~id  nfter- 
wrrrds along the hills on the right, out of thc fare of which i t  is cnt. Relow to the  left 
a t  11: miles is a deep precipitous gorge, wl~euce the wutcr-supply for I , a ~ ~ d i  Kotal is 

drawn. 
Half-way down the hill is a spur called the Micl~nl KandQo, \vhich co~nlnands a raiding route 

from 13Qzir. 
At 124 miles p ~ s s  Fort  Tytler, a strong post for 25 men, which is separated from thc road by 

a deep rrivine and occupies an isolated spur in centre of valley. This fort  con~lnands the  wl~ole of 
thie descent, HISO Lnndi Khllla and the road and valley ror a mile beyond it.  

At 13 miles bottom of incline, and 13i  miles Landf Khhna camping ground The camping 
ground is small, situnted a fcw feet  above level of stream. There is also II smnll for t  with n com- 
mon stone wall. No supplirs; plel~ty of good water. Drinking-water should be takeu from n spring 
in  the hills close by, as tha t  ot' the sLream is polluted by transport a n i ~ : ~ l s .  



Route No. 4-con t inued. 

hnnd hhs been known for mnny years as Ihe ruegular mccting-pl:lct- of the grpat ro1)her tribes-the 
znkh8 Kl~k l  and the Mirjan Kl16l-alld the bud chr~racteru of tile Khailmr Afritlis I L I I ~  tlie N ing~ . ;~ -  
llhr ~ \ ~ ~ n \ ~ ~ r i ~ ~ i s .  These ~~~~~~~~s meet here snnieti~nt,s to f ig l~t  each o t l~er ,  I ~ u t  tnore oftr*rl to unite. 
occ.ul)y I):lrl)a~id Sar and tlie other hills llenr Pi~indah Kh ik ,  nnd the11 to  make :i su t l t l~~n dash on 

luckless tra.vc.llers or  carnva,ne p:lssing :tloug the  main roatl. The llalnc " Ih~rhnntl  Snr " ~ v u s  
give11 to the hill in questior~ owring to its proximity to  the village of 1)arb:lnd. The hill, however, 
hRs no llalne amongst the tri1)t.s living Ilenr it, and t11is name is now only er~tc~.ed  for the ~ a k e  of 
distinct,ioll. The point, however, is \\,ell k ~ ~ o w n .  T l ~ e  l~ i l l  stnnds o11t pro11iinentl.y i~nme~litrtely 
above Y~~indnh  Khdk to t.l~e  vest of tlie Dl/l,band pnus, and completrly c o r n ~ n n ~ ~ d s  t l ~ c  u ~ ~ r r o l i ~ l t l i ~ ~ g  
country. I may ~l~ent , ion  tlint in the spring of 1859 o ~ i r  convoys r~rc~d to be fired on a lm~ls t  daily 

p:~ssing Pni~ldah Khrik. At  I:lst, :I carel'ul recon~~:~issance of thc  ylnce sl~owed us the va111e 
of this I~ill-top. A comp:LIIy of GGrkl~as was posted there during r l ~ e  dey, and all nnnojance ceased 
allnost inimedintely. One renson for this bcing sup11 a fnvol~rite pl:~ce for the rollhers to haunt is 

the fact  than there is a sm1111 spring called Geit~ukkiol~uli :~hou t  half-way up the Darband 
on the \\feat side. Tllis is the  or~ly water procurable, a t  a11 events d n r i ~ ~ r  H dry sellson, be- 

tween Landi K11&1i:i nlld Haf t -Chih;  a ~ ~ d  though the ~ n p p l g  is h:ld and very scnnty, i t  proved 
enough to be of great use to  t,he G6rkl1ns, nnd was no doubt of equril v:1111e to t l ~ e  robbers. 

A t  5 miles Haft-Cl16l1, a small stone for t  for  50 mvn on to11 of a conic:rl hill ill centre of vnlley; 
a small supply of w: l tc~  from a spring in the hills 800 p r d s  to  t,he 11ol.t11 

At 54 miles the 11ills coritr,act again ; the rontl ~ I I I I S  t111.ough :, g:ip in O~em,  about 100 yards 
aide, and nt 64 comes out  011 a wide st,ollS plain, :Ic.ross wl1ic.11 i t  runs for 3 miles: two small 
isolated hills a inile t,o left front. here offer II c o ~ ~ ~ m : ~ n d i n g  position. 

A t  9 milcns village of I)h,kB ; a uumlnrr camp o f  I{iicl~is \ v i~h  a few ruined walls. Here the 
hills approach close 011 left of road; the River 1<Qbal being a qua~, tpr  of a wile to the r ig l~t ,  flowir~g 
between flat, sn~ndy banks. 

At 1 0  miles I)Bk& fo r t :  :I large square fort, nbnut 500 yards by 400 yards, enclosed hy a plain 
mud wall 1.5 feet high, wit11 fonr round I ~ : ~ s t i o ~ ~ s  on encli fr~ce. I t  s ' a ~ ~ d s  close to left I ) R I I ~ ;  of I i iba l  
river; the town of Ilalplira b e i ~ ~ g  on t l ~ e  opposite bank, dist1111t nbnut 1,300 ynrds froin north east 
of the fort. The lower s p l ~ r s  of the hills on the 11ort11-west and ~011th-west entirrly C ~ I I I I I I H I I ~  the  
interior within 400 yards range. Good water from the r iver;  supplies obtai~~al)le.  There is a ferry 
with one boat. 

The garrison of I)&kB lit the  eud of the war was usually 1 Con~pany British Infantry.  
1 nat,talion Native ,, 
1 Squadrou ,, Cavalry. 
2 Grins. 

There is a walled encloshe on the south aide of the fort, ~\lllich during the war served as  a 
commias:~rint yard. 

DB116 proved most unhealthy t o  our troops. I t  stands nt a11 elevntion O F  1,400'. 

: 
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en route. 
From 34 to 4 miles t l ~ e  rond rnns through low sand-hills, which co~nnlnnd i t  on either side, as  

does also n large isolnted hill further to the  left. 
At 4 rnilts pass G i ~ d i ,  n village of nhorit 100 hooses, affording n few supplies. Two srnnll 

isolated hills west of village completely overlollk it. 
At  4* miles the hills approach again on the lert, and the r o ~ ~ d  runs for % n mile through a spur 

cominn~~cit-d on both sides by low hills. l'!:is spur runs d o w ~ i  to the river, but could be avoided in 
dry seasons by k e e p i ~ ~ g  to lo\v g r o u ~ ~ d  I)y river. 

T l i ~  rond c o n t i ~ ~ u e s  for 3 miles a l o ~ ~ g  the  foot of the l~ i l l s  to  the left, which are high nnd bare, 
9 well-cultiv~~ted plain lying to the right, and crosses another sprir r~t 69 miles; the hill on the  
right here is high alld steep, with a stone wn!l a t  top, but is avoidable like the former ones, though 
the low ground is ap t  to be flooded for irripntion. 

At  7 ~niles gro1111d to  right swnmpy and also pnrts of the road. 
At 74 111i1es H:lzA~n:lo, R lnrge open villnge of aboi:t 400 houses; plenty of supplies; water 

from wells nnti rivrr. 1'11~ r o : ~ d  runs for 11 quarter of a lnile through the village, which lies imme- 
dii~tely r~t the foot of the steep slopes of t l ~ e  bill on the left. 

11 ( 5 )  R A S ~ W A L  . . 
52; 

The road rough but good ; crosses D6ld plain fo r  a 
mile and enters I<l~urtl li11aiI)ar p:lss, throuch 
Ivhicl~ i t  runs for 1 mile, when i t  irsnes on a s ~ n : ~ l l  
sandy plnin. At  2 8  miles t l ~ e  hills fall br~rk  on the  
Itlft, nud the ro#t(l issues on the Cfirtli ~ ~ l n i n  (partly 
c ~ i l t ~ i v r ~ t ~ t l ) ;  the Icabal river l y i ~ ~ g  about + mile to  
the  r ight ,  

Tho I o ~ d  follo\v,s the general course of t he  river, 
crossing several dry w:~ter-courses with stony beds 
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Boute No. 4 c o 1 1  tinued. 
Issuing from Hazirnao, the  road cl.osscs the  stony brd of a dl.$ stream, follows nnrlcr the ,-,Id 

h ~ n k  of the river to 9 miles, 11nd then naceiids to the wide plain of Nil~grahar,  t he  hills to the left 
falling back entirely. At 9f miles a pond of good water. A t  10 miles v i l l ~ g e  of Bnsiwnl (about 
200 Ilooscs, with n fair amount of supplies) ; :rlso 4 milt: to lcft of rond a large isolntetl Irill. ~111all 
s t r e ~ l n s  of good wlttler cross road a t  9), 104 a ~ l d  10f miles. At 102 miles, cross a 1;11.ger stream 
e ~ i l y  ford:ible, nnd tit 11 miles I'o1.t nf I3ab6wnl. A sin:~ll miid fort, c o ~ ~ s i s t i ~ i y  of n square redoubt 
of about 80 yards side (mnlls 18 feet high) r~ud an o r~ t~vork  1nuc.h lrirger, wit11 sinall ditch aud walls 
~ l , o u t  6 feet h i ~ h  ; the cil*criit of the whole being about 600 yards. Any amount of supplies from 
villages of Pesl~bolhk and surrounding district. Very ~ o o d  wnter fro111 strei~m, 60 yards below fort. 

Hond good t4he whole way ; rongh the first 7 miles, al'terwrrrds very good. For ~ l t e r n ~ ~ t i v e  
roilto from UnsLwal to JaILIBbad, vide ltoute No. 418. 

The rond lends across the  l e v ~ l  plain ; the  towered 
villages of Peshbolik being visible in the distnncq 
about 4 miles to the l ~ f t ,  and extellding for sovernl 
miles. At I +  miles road rer~ches foot of BIaskub 
h ~ l l ,  w l t c l ~  i t  follows fo r  3 mile. At 28 miles n 
slnall strcxam of water. From here for 44 miles the  
road crosses a dr! snndj  pl:~ii~,  pa*sing a t  4 miles 
a sluall old fort  half in ru i i~s  standing in plain + 

62% 
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mile to left of road. 

At 5 i  miles cross R ~ rna l l  ncila', with nteep banks extending for  n long distance on eitller side, 
wllicli would be an obstacle to  gnus 01- cavnlrg ; n t  6 miles nnother similar one. 

At 69 miles Bntik6t, n large vil1:ige w ~ t h  nbout 50 walled and towered enclosures, affording 
plenty of supplies. Villlige extends for fr mile nlong left of road ; ground till round cultiv:rted ; a 
si~inll strean1 of good wnter s t  6$ ~niles. 

At 74 inilrs two small sand-hills on r i ~ h t  and lcft of road cnmmand i t  and the  plnin iii cither 
direction for several miles (and nlso Batik&), affording with smaller hillocks all excellent position 
for artillery. 

The ro:id roi~tinties across the stony plain, and a t  99) miles BarikLb fort. A small mud fort, 
surrounded \vitli a plain luud wall; supplies from Batik& and Chardell. Water from a sm:~ll  
stream close to fort. 

Road stony first 2+ miles, then heavy sand u p  to Batikdt, and then stony nnd rough up to 
BarfkLb for t ;  not likely to be much affected by rain. 

( 6 )  B ~ R ~ K A B  . . 1 0  - 

The road leads across the  same stony plain for 5 
niilcs, commanded for  the last 2 by :I low range 
of hills 011 the right a t  distauce of about + mile. 
A t  4 miles low hills in f ~ o n t  nnd oil left f lsl~k also 
comm:lnd i t  nt distnnce of about n ruile. 

A t  5 miles begins Cllor,lgali P:ISS. The rond de- 
scends into the dry bed of a strerlm, wllicl~ i t  
follows, co~ i i~~ le t r ly  commnl~ded on nll sides bg 
low r11u11ded hills. It conti l~l~es for 5 i  miles of 

the satlie character, crossing a low kofal  (Cask Ilewal) nt 69 iiiiles from BarikLb, a t ~ d  t ~ l r n i l ~ g  
to the north, round the foot of the Girdikus peak, issues a t  h l i  13oglir1n on the ope11 ground iirnr 
the right bank of the KBbal liver r r t  10g miles, where n sm;ill, isoliited, conical hill commands tho 
exit. 

At 12t miles road descends to tlie mnrshy bed of tho Chnpriar stream  bout 300 yartls brand, 
sandy bllttoin), with R s111al1 strenm of good water r l l l~ning t h r o ~ ~ g l i  tlie centre, whir11 is easily ford- 
able, though it might present dific-ulty after heavy rain : rem:~ins of nn old fort OI I  the e i~s t  bnillc. 
Proni bere tlie road continues between sandy hillocks along the top of the old birllk of the river, 
which lies below to the  right. 

A t  1 3 i  miles srveral low hills, inile to the left above a village (KBrez Shlikur Khin),  give R 
good ponitiou for gune. 

The road continues Rcross nn undulating snndy plain iintil, n t  17 miles, new fort of Ja1816bBd. 
Road loclgli but  good the first 10 miles, then sandy. Heavy snlld the last 6 miles. No  writer 

from B:~rikib to the C h u p ~ i a r  stream. 
Fort Pale is 1 lnile short of the city of JaliilQb&d. Elevntion 1,950 feet. Cnmping grnnnd 

sonth of the fort good, but no shade. Good writer froin the river nnd From a s p r i ~ ~ g  on thcb liver 
barik. Supplies obtainable. A t  WrlzirLBgh, beyond the  city nnd 2 lniles frolll the fort, there is 
shady camping grolilld for 2,000 men. 

l'hc city itself is an irregular quadrilateral with n prrimeter of 2,100 pnrds. 
The e~lnlmel. pnpulatiol~ tloes not exceed 2,000. l )ur i~~,a  t l~e  Ivar of 1878-80 i t  war alnlryr t h r  

headquartera of 8 strong brigade, if not of a division. 
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Route No.  4-continued. 

Terri- 
Names of Stages. Stnge. T O ~ U I .  

tory. 
Miles. Miles. -1-1 
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wide plain, a t  first sandy and afterwards stolly; a t  2 i  mlles from for t  pass some gardens sur- 
ro~iuded by long low walls; ~ r t  3; iuiles n sm:~ll  stream of good wnter. 

At 4) nlilrs the  road begins skirting t h e  foot of n range of lorn stony hills on the  left, which 
nff01.d good position fo r  guns to coln~nand the road eastward; the Gnjnk stream here lies im. 
mediately on the l igh t ;  the  ground on opposite bank is entirely cultivatrd. 

At 5+ miles the rond descends and follows the  sandy bed of the stream for a mile. 
From 6) to 11 iniles tlie route colltinues of the same clln~.ncter, viz., a low range of stony hills 

on the left a t  fr mile distance, and on the  r ight the stream, beyond which is a highly culfivi~ted 
plail~, studded with vlllages aud gardens (ChBrbLgh, MalabLgh, SultBnpur, allcl others). 

A t  11 miles the hills on the  lef t  fall back on the  Gujak stream and die awry, and the  road 
enters ou n wide stony plaill stretching for several miles. 

A t  12t miles c:lulping ground of HozBhBd, alld alt 123 miles for t  of Rozhbid. The latter lies 
about half a mile off the  lilniil road to the right and close to  the  bank of tlie Surkllib stl.eaiii ; i t  is 
a strong, well-built native fort, capable of coiitailiiilg a gnrl ison of 200 me11 ; supplies of all sorts 
very pleiltiful; water-tnllks, for a lclrge supply of wr~ter, are filled by a cut  from the stream. 

The rand, otherwise good, is n heavy one throughout; the first 3 miles are through henvy 
eaud, then stony ~ i l d  rough for  2) miles, and from 6% to 11 miles again through heavy sand. 

(8) ROZ~BAD . . 

The road lenverr Rozdbitl in a north-zesterly direc. 
tiou along a etony plr~ill, which on the  track hns 
been cleared from stones. At 4 niiles the  road 
passes close to FatehLbBtl, n large populous village ; 
a sm~lll  stream crossing i t  011 both sides of the 
village. A t  4.6 miles the Krija na'la', a broad stony 

bed of a stream, loses itself in the SurkbLb. The rord is a grrldunl ascent the whole way from 
RozBbBd, and is t l~rougbout of the  character described nbove. Fort Bt1tt-j-e is a small post, badly 
eitunted for defence, being commnndrd by hills on the west a t  about 500 y:lrds distance or less. 
Tile post is an enclosed stone semi with a hor~iwork for cnttle. Wnter close by; supplies pro- 
curable. The normal garrison during the wilr was 100 rifles and 40 sabres. 

, z: g 2 

Imnledintely on leaving Fort  Battye, the  road 
descends to tlie strenm from which the water is 
obtained, and then by a ~ e r i e s  of nscel~ts and 
descents wilrdv between low hills fhr 4 miles, 
where another stream of good clear water crosses 
the road, and where convoys make their hnlf-way 

(10) SAFED S ~ G  . 

73 - (9) POET BATTYE . 

hnlt. From this point a country path turns off to Nimla BBgh, rt verg fine old gnlden witb some 
celebrnted cypres9 trees in i t ;  and t l~ough tlie path becomes very rough after leaving Nimla, Safed 
Sang rnil be reached by it.  1'lle Nilnla vnlley is very fertile, atid dotted with numerous wwlled 
villages. Proin the stream rnelltiolled above, the regu1:rr road nficends the whole tvay 1 0  Snfed Sang, 
which lies a mile east of Gandanrnlr. The rond being n good one, and the grndie~lts eased off, tbe  
ascent is not fel t  os much ns iiligllt be expected. The post nt Snfed Saug is situntcd nbove the 
right ballk of the  hlurki Khel rlvel., nud consists of n falrt, which enc1osc.s the co!nmissrriat R I I ~  

ordrln~lce depbts. Height about 4,500 feet. Si~pplies a t  times obtilinable; water-sup~lly good and 
amplo. Climate cool in summer, and verg cold in winter. 

Lenving the  new fort, the rond runs across n level 
sandy plain, with a low rnnge of roullded hills, 
very suitalde for  al.tillery, running pnrnllel to i t  
on the south a t  a distance of about a mile, f o r  
3 miles. 

A t  1% miles pass city of Jalh16bLd (enclosed by 8 

liigh mud wall in bnd repair). and ~t miles two 
or three sinall rocky hillocks (" Piper's Hill "). 

Beyoud the  city the  road leads for 3 miles over a 

12: 
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nI,\IN LINES OF C O I f ~ l I ! N I C A T I O N  B E T W E E N  . 

Bozcte N o .  4-continued. 

REMABKS. 

From camp the  road, which is a good one a~id  
perfectly p~.actictible for c:irts, descc~;ds to the 
Murki Kl16l stream, which is crossed by an bid 
bridge built in the time of Dost Mulmmnd, H I I ~  

since repaired by the  British. The river, wl~icll 
is a mere trickling stre:~m in the cold weather, in- 
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Names of Stages. 

(11) P E Z W ~ N  . . 

DISTAKCE. 

clyases considernbly in the summer, wliere i t  is fortlable, but liable to sudden floods from tile melt- 
i l l g  SIIOW. At al,out 1 mile tlie C11:lshi and Nian l thd  s t r e : i ~ ~ ~ s  cross the  ro.~tl, and joining flow in a 
northerly direction into the S1irk1161) river. At 2 mile the road to Gandilmnk branches off from 
the  main rol~d on to R large stony plain From here the road to 1<8bal passes ~rlonn open country to 
the Khatni stre:i~n, nfter rvhich i t  winds between low hills. At 44 niiles a conical hill, called the 44th 
Hill, is p.,ssed, which is celebrnted as being the place where the rrlnnnnts of our arnly in the first 
Afg1ihll rvnr made tlirir last stan I, and were drstroyed. A cairn of white stones has been erected 
on t , l~e s r ~ m ~ u i t  to 111ar1c t l ~ e  spot. At 6 n~iles the B:~tola s t re l~m crosses the road ; descent e:lsy. 
l h i s  place is considered by the t*oavnge as 11:llf-w:ly to Pezwiri. For the  ~ l r x t  mile and a half there 
is :I gmd11a1 a s c e ~ ~ t ,  and thence to the Snrkhhb river t l ~ e  Gescent is gradnal nud easy, but the road 
not so g,)od as heretofore. The ~ n r k h h b  (or red water) river, which is reached a t  9 lniles, is crossed 
by nu old nl;lsollry b~ itlge whit-11 was rep:~irrd (luring the war; and from 99 miles the road gradually 
ascends to Pezw611, The encnmpi~ig grontld 1s in a hollow and corn~uancied by st~rrounding ridg1.s 
a t  short r;lngvs. A smnll stren~n flows p:~st thewest  side of the position, but the best water-supply 
is from :i sp~.ing a t  the head of n r:tvine, north-v-estof the camp. Supplies are obt~inable  with diffi- 
cr11 ty. From t l ~ e  crtlllp a path over the hills leads in n westerly direct'on into the His61,ak valley 
about three qunrters of an hour's march ; height 4','760 feet. l'rom PezwBn, signalling commuuice- 
tion wit.h Gaud:imnk 11nd Jagd:ll;~k cnn be maintained, 

Stnge. 
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Miles. 
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( ~ ~ ) J A G D A L A K  . On leaving PezwQn the road immedit~tely ascends a t  
a grndietic of about 1 in 60 until a t  I f  niiles the 
top of Pezwin 1Zotal is reached; height 4,900 
feet. Fro111 this point the  rond descends t o  the 
Zanzillai lrd16, w11icl1 is reached a t  24 miles, 
and continues to follow tlie course OF this nhla', 

l l a  

winding first in a westerly, thrn in a nnrtlierly direct,ion to Icani Chowki, stony and rongh, 
distl~nce 52 miles. Here there is a small level bit of c~~ l t iv :~ t ion  on the right, aud the road, still of 
the same character, continues to follow the  course of the ncilh for about t111-ee qnarters of n ~l:ile, 
~ l l e n  the ascent to Jt~gtl.zl:~lz Kot:~l colnmtsnces. The ridge is reached a t  8a mill.s, and is 6,150 feet 
high. Here the-e is a small fort wl~ich npas usr~nlly g;~~.risoned by 200 Brit isl~ illfantry during t,be 
war. About 1,500 y:~rds off in 11 nortli-easterly tlirection is Pudding Hill, the  top of which do~ninates 
the  \vhnle of the Jngtlalak p:~ss. Fro:~l  the kolal the road descends a t  a steep gradient, windi~lg 
tlirot~gh a narrow pass, varying in witlth from 100 to 200 feet, u11ti1 cloee to .Jagd:~l:~k it opens out 
into a stony hollo~r, interst.ctet1 by l l ~ e  Jagdalalc strea~u. The Jagtialnk post, which is 6,350 feet 
high, is a, walled enclosure situated on an uneven ridge about 1+ I'urlonga from the  mnin rond, 
wliich winds 1.0und. i t  towards Seh B6b6. W : ~ t e r  plentiful ; supplies procuntl,le witli difficulty. 
About 2 n~i l e  frolo J:~gclal:ik on the  e:~st of the main ro:ld is the entrance to the  celebrated 
defile known as the Pari D:lra pass, which is about 22 miles in lencth. Another u~ountain path 
passing through a gorge, opposite to  Jagd:tlak, leads to the ruby mines. 

1314 

On leaving Jagdalalc tbe main rond, which 11~s  been 
made entirely new so ns to olitain nn easy gradiellt 
tllrou:.hout, fit for wheeled trnfic, descends to the 
Jngdnlak strenln, and then a s c e ~ ~ d s  agnin for 2b 
miles to t l ~ e  chozoki of Firnanheg, which is situ- 
ated on the left  bank of a rnonutl~in stream, with 

A,. 
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rer? steep fall in a nnrtli-east direct,ion. Tllis stream is said to he liilble to  rushcs of water when 

the snow is melting, I I I I ~  the fall is so great tha t  they are soon over, a ~ ~ d  only H sliglrt trickling 
s t rea~n remai~ls. At 5 ;  miles tlic route througl~ the Pari Dara pass joins into t l ~ e  main rol~d, rt,n(l 
from this point, which is called Sang T O ~ I I ,  a pat11 passing over the  Dabnli Kotal, ~ n d  running 
t,hl.ougll the LaghmLu vallry, le:~ds to JttlLIBb&d. From here the  road, open on both sides, leads 
across a stony plain i~lterspersed witli ravines. At 7+ miles Kata Sang is reached, a small level 
picw of cultivation with a chocuki. The new road, as now existing, nlthough i t  makes this march 

(13) SEE B ~ B A  . 12i -1 1432 
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,,thel. longer t l ~ a n  tlie old one, nlaintni~~n the  snlne enny gr:ldient to the  top of Kata S:~n,o T:lnaf, 
and frolli tllence descends gently t0St.h Ijrl116, p ; ~ s ~ i n g  tlle Kucl~i c:~nip of R:~l.ilih,ih a t  l ( l +  n ~ i l ~ , s ,  
v,l,el.e there i n  ;I slnall stream. Svh Rib6 is a .~unll post on the r i g l ~ t  h.111k of t l ~ e  l'pxio r iv t~ r ;  
,,,,ter good and ple:itif111 ; supplies nhtnined wit11 diiiicu1t.v fl-om 'l'ezin n ~ ~ d  s villiige about 8 miles 
distant called Serobi. Prom Seh BBbC tliere is a route to KBbnl wid Teziu. 

E. G. BARROW, Capt., 

Deputy Assistant Quarter -Waster General.' 

011 leaving caunp the  road crosses bed of river, 
when a gradu:~l ascent imme~li:ttely com~rletlces 
and contitiues for  1 C  miles, with intervals of 
nenrlg level p~.outld, where it follows a co~ltour 
round :t hill ; i t  then begins \\pith the sanle grxdi- 
ent  to descend to camp : ~ t  I ~ a t a b a ~ ~ d .  At first t he  
old and new ronds cross and recross, but  rrt the  
cho~clri  of I)onaghai, a h o ~ ~ t  2 milcs fro111 Seh 
Ilribi, where the old ro .~d diverging lends on to 
the  summit of the  L ~ t a b a r ~ d  pass, a height nf 
7,950 feet, the  new road bears eatirely to the  

The road from camp is broad and good with a 
grndn:~l aseelit fit for wheeled traffic. At 2+ miles 
th i re  is II small native fort, which used to b 
held I)y sixty rifles from t h e  Latahaud garrison. 
A t  3b miles a emall stret~m is crossed. The road 
for the first 6 iniles winds along through low 
hills ; another small stream a t  44 miles. 

(15) B ~ T K H ~ K  . 

I.ight, escapes the  kofal altogether, i ~ n d  winds round each successive hill, never exceeding a 
height of 7,000 feet. The new road, although making the  march from Sell Bill4 much longer, 
is perfectly practicable for the  transport of all arms and military stores. Water from two or 
three springs is obtainable, and the  roitd is good throughout. 

The post a t  Latnband has been made hy t,hz Biaitish, arid consists of R bastion-shaped stone 
wall wit11 ditch on the  outside, and a strol!gly built keep. The water-supply is pientifui nnd is  
Brought right into the  fort. Supplies are p~*ocurahle with difficulty. Prom Lataband helio. 
graphic communic~ition with Sherpur can be maintained. 
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(14) LATABAND . 15 
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Tlie old rond, which is rough, stony, and in some parts steep, crosses and re-crosses the new 
road several times; i t  is shorter, and though fit for cnule carril~ge, is not fit for wheels. The lat ter  
half of the march is across a   tony plain, until nearing Hbtlthik, when the  country becomes cnlti- 
uatetl, with villages on both sides ; :it 11 miles cross the  dry bed of a stream. I he post :it Hlitlhn'k 
consists of two ni~tive forts, a mud wall forming a sqn:lre and enclosing the  whole. The vill:~ge of 
BfitkhBk is within 15 yards of the west face. Water plentitul, as also supplies, mhich are eesily 
procurrrble. Tlie elevation of Bbtkhiik is about 6,OuO'. 

158% 

l7lt  

The road from camp follows II north-westerly direch 
tion, is perfectly level, with a good Inally \illages 
and cultivation. At  3+ miles is t he  site of Gene. 
ral C. Gough's camp on 23rd December 1879 ; 
here there is R ruined mud enclosure. A t  44 
miles the  Loqar river, over which there is an  old 
masonry bridge. On the right bank a small fort, 
occupied usually by 20 sabres. The river is about 

100 feet broad, ~ n d  in tile snmmer months is shallow, o w i ~ ~ g  to the  irrrigntion which is carried on 
over the iieighbouriug count1 y in the full season. There is a ford abllut la  miles down the I iver ;. 
at  5 miles there are t h ~ e e  bridged %dl&, nnd the  road winds about 1.11tlicr more. At 7# miles, old 
raccconrse and t l ~ e  lnte Amir Sher Ali's rifle ranges. At 8 miles :In avenue of poplars comlllences, 

the rcmnil~der of tile ro:ld leads perfectly str:tight up t o  the gate of the BBl6 Hissir, the for t  
of Si6h Sang on low hill comlnnndlng the city, ;2 niile from RBI6 Hissir on right of the road, 
From Bdli His& to Sherpur c~ntonlnent  is about 12 miles, for the most part  a shady roi~d. 

1814 
H1ss61l & 98 - 



MAIN LINEB OF COM&lUNICATION BETWEEN 

Route No. 48, 
B A S ~ W A L  TO JALLL~BLD via" LACH~PUB. 

k t u t h o r i t i e s - C a ~ ~ ~ 1 ~  CARTHEIV and I. B. C. 

Stage or halting-place. 

mediate. 

Description, &c. 
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(2) A L ~  B O Q H ~ N  . 

when they end. There is now seen a t  n little distance another range, which eveiltually meets 
the  road a t  2 of a mile from ChBrdeh 'l'op. 'The country from Has&wrrl is stony for the  first Iralf, 
rind mndy for remninder of the way to ChBrdeh Top. At 2$ miles road to left  to Pksh Bol&k. At 
4% iniles, ant1 t o  the right, is a new rond, which is available for traffic by other thnn wheeled con- 
veynnces, I t  leads to Aml~ar  I<l,Bna, which is n b o ~ ~ t  + mile dist i~nt.  At this point is a stream of 
water which is very clear and gnod, but  is in the hot weather very shallow. The road for most 
ynrt of the wny is heavy when cut 11p cr~rts, but  is otherwise good. 

C h i r d ~ h ,  a ruined Iihr~cltlist tope, situated on a hill fortified in 1880, and held by 150 infantry 
A t  foot of hills enclosure for  60  cavalry. Camping grouud good. Water obtninr~ble from kdrex 
and from KBb:il river, 1 ri~ile south: Wood and grass rasily obtainable. Fodder also with wnrning. 
Vulley across river very fertile, Distance 6 miles from Bi~siwnl. 

At 'i+ miles nh2B 15 yards broad, hanks 20' high, bottom sautlg, depth of mater'6 inches. Road 
descends through cutting in banks, over wooden bridge, and re-nscenrls, gradient steep. Fall of 
nn'ln' easterly. At '7$ iniles two large villages, Ch&rdeh and Gllrizidhrid, populorls nnrl nalled, 
situated 500 ynrds to east of road. A t  8 miles Tirahi ChBrileh nrild, breadth 100 y ~ r d s ,  bal~ks 
shelving, about 6' high, bottom s ~ n d  and gravel. Road descends by gentle gradient into bed of 
ndln', and re-a~cends by similar gentle gradient. Very little water in hot season. At 9 nliles 11 

ravine 30 yarcls broad, banks a b r ~ ~ p t ,  9' high. No water in hot season. Road descends into ravine, 
carried ncross an enbankment, atid re-ascends; gradient steep. Swainp on east of road, 500 yards 
distnut, columences. At 94 miles small walled v i l l ~ g e  of Mashwani, 300 ynrds to enst of road. 

A t  11 miles a ndld 80 y:lrds in brendth; bal~ks slope ge~lt ly,  6 '  high ; bottom sand and gravel. 
Road descends into bed of ndla'; gradient gentle. A little wnter in ndld, fal l  easterly to I<Qbal 
river. 

At 119 miles R small nlz'la',  bank^ 15' high, steep nnd rugged, bottom sandy, wnter 6 il~ches 
deep. Rond descends by two steep cuttings into bed of nd16 ; crossee and rc-riscentls by two cut- 
tings-olle steep (&), the other gentle. Ftlll on n i l 6  east into s w a n ~ p  200 yards off road. This 
ewenip elids here. 

At 12t  miles hills nverltging 200"to 600' high, rugged ~ n d  steep. R o ~ d  partially metalled 
runs s t  tbeir bzlse, past n1)audoned Sapper for t  and smciII villr~ge of Lacl~ipur to witl~in 400 yards 
of post nlld for t  of  Lechipnr. \vllicll lies in a sandy plain. T!~is for t  w81s made for 150 illfitlltry 
atld 64 c:~valry. The ca~npiug ground is between the for t  11nd river. Forage p l e ~ ~ t i f u l  ; water 
from river. 

Cou1ltl.y level nnd cultivrtted ; soil al luvi~l,  hardened to  a crust, on which a,ll arms can move. 
AT! alas can ill general be ensily crossed or turned a t  their inouths ne:u. I<Qhrtl river, which aver:lges 
1 to 2 r i l e s  from ro:~tl. Wnter easily ol;tni~rable from ndld and irrigation clln~lnels the wllole way- 
Ncilds stated by coilntry pe.lple to bccotne irnp:~ss:~ble for two days a t  a t i ~ l ~ e ,  if hcnvy raius occur ill 
the Saf'ed Koh. Road muclr cut  up by traffic and d e ~ p  in dus t ;  ot l~ernise good. 

-- 
123 (1) LACE~PUE . . 

R o ~ d  fairly good, b11t heavy, especially across the  plain. Pdr about 4 nlile the r o d  p:lsfies over 
the plain, w11e11 it ~net.t,u the l~ i l l  c o m i ~ ~ g  da,wu to the river, rind follows line of the  etr~alll f " ~  
abouL 42 milca, wheu it co~llcs out ou to the Ali UogL&n I J ~ ~ I ~ I I .  Supplies orlly oll:~inablo if noclce 

9; 

... With the  exception of four small rocks froin 2 to 
3 iniles distant from B:~siwal  and near the road, 
t h e  country is open tbrol~ghout on the left-hand 
~ i t l e ,  and for 14 miles on the  right, wheu rocky 
hills are met, which sltirt the road for nnotl~er 1; 
miles. They then grndnally open fo r  $ of a mile, 

22) The road for 21 inilrs after  leaving Lnrllipur 
passes E I I O I I ~  t,lre hillside, followillg the course of 
the rive-r. A t  aborit, 2% miles i t  tlebol~clres into tile 
Girdi I<as plain. Wnler from the river plel~l~iflll 
nnd good. At 39 miles reacl~ Girdi Kits. 811pl~lit'g 
cnn he ol)t:~ined if a (lag or twos' notice is 6ivelI. 



Boute No. 48-continued. 

Deput.y Asistant Quarter Master General. 

;, given some days beforehand. Water  good and plentiful from river. Rond fairly good, though 
he&vy in pl:~ces. 

R w t e  No. 5. 
FROM K ~ B A L  TO BAYI~N vid C H ~ R I K ~ R  AND THE SHIBAR ICOTAL. 

(3) FORT SALE, JALHL- 
L B ~ D ,  

leads to the left bank of tlle Chapriar, and v i a  Hadit to the  Agnm pass irlto liuram. At 5 )  ~r~ilea crose 
,,dl; (dry except nfter rain). Reyond this the road divitles. A new ro:ld to the r ieht  I P I L I ~ Y  t h r o ~ ~ J ~  

cllltivatiol~, a ~ i d  is free from sand. I t  is 11spd by the d8k tonga. 'The oltl road keepe outside the  
cult,ivrltiol~ ; i t  is s :~ndy.  The road tlrroughout IS ullmet~rtlled :tnd u ~ ~ l r i d g e d ,  is nt times on clay, 

tllell fir111 ; a t  ti~ncbs on sand, nlld then very l~eavy for wheeled tr:tffic. An alternntive route from 
tire village of Ali Bogl16n, passahle for all but  wheeled traffic, lends by tlre riverr bauk over low, 
grassy, and firm ground for 4 milrs, when i t  joius the d?lk t o ~ ~ g a  road above mentioned. 

fo r  re~narks  regnrding JalBlBbad, vide Route No. 4. 
E .  Q. BARROW, Capt., 

29f 7 

AutAorities-ROUTES IN AFGHLNISTXN ; PEACOCKE'S DIARY ; DAFFAD~R 
Aa~fn  I < B ~ N .  

At 1 mile CIOSE ~ d l d  (dry except nfter rain) to  tile 
village of All UoghBn. Road hpnvy and over 
broken ground. A t  2 miles join former road nid 
Choragoli and Ilnrilt61), which goes off to the Icft. 
At 3 j  il~iles cross C'bapriar r i v ~ r  (wide bet1 with little 
watr r  during dry season). Here a road to tlre left 

ll~arrans. 

Rond geuernlly good. Village of 5 0  houses. A t  2 
miles pass Bi1nnr4, 1 mile left of road. A t  3 miles 
Deh-i-Khudidbd. At 6 miles TurakhB1. At  8 lnilce 
Deh-i-Ahia- 

Road good ; passes through well-populated district 
Two hundred houses. 

Road good, nnd passes numeroos villngeq. A town 
with a btie6r of 119 shops. (Elevation about 5,280'). 

Rond over the  open ddnra'n, a t  the foot of t he  
YaFhm6l~ hills, to the T B t ~ l n  Dara villtrge. Near 
tlre village the rond goes down n d e s c e ~ ~ t  of 75 
feet, crossing four c:lnals each 16 f r e t  wide and 6 
drep, to  n woodeu bridge over the r irer  a t  6& 
miles. 13ondway 11' in the  clear; seven c ~ l i n d r i -  

No. Of 
Stages. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

- 

Names of stages. 

KHOJA CHISHT . 

K d s a s d a ~  , . 
C R ~ R I K H E L  , 

B ~ R J - I - G H U L J ~ N  . 

DIBTANCE. 

chcsSes 3" t,hick, fipan 35'. The col~stl~uction of this bridge is cnl road 

Inter- 
mcdlale. -- 
10fr - 

15 

9 
-- 

17 - 

somewllat loo ligl,t, All(l i t  migllt prove insecsure for wheeled artillery. Crossing the bridgt~, 
t h e  ro:rd b(alIds kc, the lefr ,  2nd Hsceuds the  I<otnl-i-Jlatnk spur over easg gr:~velly slopes. 
D e s c e ~ ~ t  eilsy for 500 gbrd8, w11,'ll i t  becomes vcry steep, and the road zig-zags a t  R e ra -  
dielit of  $ (in 5 )  for 300 yalds. Roadway 15' to  20', requiring w i d e ~ l i l ~ ~  nt the  
t ~ l ' l l ~ ;  gulls wolll(i hnve to be got u p  o r  d o ~ r n  with drag-ropes. '1 he descent to the  \.alley 
is 340 feet. lTh,, vnllry here is ,lbout 80 to 100 yards wide between high and rugged hills, R I I C ~  

the rand is built ,lp fro", t,\)e river bed wit11 s t o ~ ~ e s  anu nfooden st:tkil~g. Co~lst~.nctioo s r~b-  
sta~lti:~], bllt he likely to suffer i l l j ~ l ~ y  when river is Iligb. TO 7) miles the rood is 
enfilRded by tile wllcu the vallry turns shnrplg to the  rightt, R I I ~  ~ ~ ~ C I I S  ti) abont 

quarter of n n,ilr ; I.ORd Of COnstru~tion as in last bend, llnd only 6' to 10' shove the 

bearero, 10" dinmeter, 

Total. 

... 

25) 

34t 

51; 



32 MAIN LINES OF COAI~~UNICL~TION BE'I'WEEN 

Route A70. 5cont inued .  

except in tile first 50 ynrds, where i t  ascends tl11-ouph 11 10' wide cutting t , l ~ r o ~ ~ g h  a projecting 
reef of rock, glxdirut about 4 .  At 73 ~niles t l ~ u  v11lle-j makes a s h : ~ r l ~  I W I I ~  to the left, find is now 
calle(i Z ) ~ ~ I ~ . ~ . . - \ O ~ I I B I I ,  ~t nhollt 8+ nlilrs there is nn easy :wcelrt rip Ilillsidc, nlld descent beyolld 
a t  6 f,,r 200 yt~rds. Tllis citn be avoided by crossing and re-crossil~g river, here 14 fthet deel), 
bottolll sound gravel. The rond cocas up an easy t~scerlt (except 50 yards a t  31, 311d rulls for 500 

~jol lg  the  Ilill*itle nt 75' t o  IOU' above river. I t  is ill 111l11iy plncrs 011ly 8' wide. At 9 milr8 
Dara Cltirtak j o i ~ ~ s  011 the left. I t  is n n:lrrow rocky ritvine, with :I difficult foolpath up it, leHding 
ncross tlre Koti~l i-Chirtak on the Pl rgh~nin  range to ChBrikQr. J u s t  beyoud tlris, tlie road agriu 
descends, nnd rrlils orer level p r o u ~ ~ d  i ~ t  the river-side to 10i miles, where i t  crosses to the right 
bauk by the bridge of Bigll-i AoghBi1. 

Tltis bridge is si~nilar to the 'l'htii~u Darn bridge, except Lhlit t he  span is 33'. Will carry field 
guns rind I:tden camels ; is sound, but very springy. 

Hel~ce  11 bad track, barely prilcticnble for single lio~.semen, continues alollgleft bank (old 
rond). 

'I'he roilcl now ~ U I I S  to 114 miles a l o n ~  llill side, or over s ~ n : ~ l l  Ilarrow patches of stony ddm& 
a t  the mouth of later:~l ravines. Tl~escl latter afford convenient sitli~rgs, ) t o  4 milc apart. I ' l len 

the road runs r~long the li)ot of the high rocky hill to 12: miles, rising a t  tiltnes 50' ahove river. 
Several sltnrp turlin, alld one short steep pi~rcli (n*cent I I I I ~ I  descent) a t  4 for 50 yards. l 'he valley 
now opei~sont sonie\vlrnt, varying trolu t to 4 mile in width. At  bout 15 iniles all ascent a t  6 for 
80 p r d s ,  followecl by easy descent. A t  nbout 143 miles ascent of for 200 yards, followed by 
si~~ril:lr desccnt ; road 18' wide. At 152 iniles Drtra K:~oshBii joins 011 the right, up wl~icln the ro;~d 
to Kl1i11,jrin viri tlie ICotsl-i-KnoslrBn ~ U I I S .  Frorn 16 to 16a mi1t:s the road has been built up of stones 
n~ ld  brusllwood :tlo~lg the foot of a higli roclcy cliff. Work subst:unti:iI ; good g u n - r o d .  111 dry 
s c n s o ~ ~  the river bed, here level arid grt~velly, is used as the  road. 'l'hence to Blirj-i-Ghuljiu road 
good, up river bi~nk. 

During this stage, troops tvolild he ~nostlp confined to th. road, whicli most of the  w:~y orer- 
11angs the river. Careful d r i v i ~ ~ g  would be required. BGrj i-UliuljBn is a slnall SlriuwBri halnlet. 
Level camping grou~ld in open cultivntion. Fuel, cnmel grazilig, ant1 gr i~ss  scarce tllrouglrout the 
Ghorband vnlley. (I<levatioll itbout 5,860') 

6 

6 

Vi~lley here open out to nbout 2 miles wide, with cullivatiolt arid villages, ci~lled I<h6,ksh:lll. 
At about 39 niilrs tlie D~rra Sinjit joil~s, up which :L road runs to the Kotal-i->i~rj i t  on the 
P;~glrnlQn range ; saitl to be difficult, but  pract,icalle for ladt.11 cainelg. 'I'llen the  vt~lley contracts, 
aud 111e1.e is an nscellt of A f l ~ r  75 yard* over tllr neck of a bluff forming the left of the tarlgi. 
This i* called the 'l'nngi I<l~Bksh~~ll ,  nnd is 200 yards wide. 'I'l~e road now runs 11lo11g the foot of 
the high gravelly cliff on the left, overha~~girrp the river bed 20' below, n ~ ~ d  is good i r ~ d  level, 18' 
wide. 'The river trougl~ gr;lduitll~. exp:~nds, eve11tn:llly nttaining a width of 2 miles. At 59 milee 
KIAk-i-Saoga, a group of vi1l:lges. Some half mile beyontl this the road ascentls from tlle trollah 
of Llle river, grvdient for 100 yards, rind i$ for  400 yards. At 72 miles, R good position to ~ 1 0 s ~  
the  valley f : ~ c i ~ ~ g  west, along the 1.igllt bank of tlre Sllutarshalrr ndld (vide Peacocke's Dillry, 
p. 420). Here the Slrut:~rahah~ ravine joins on the left, and fro111 its mouth n flat terrace 80' high, 
with sides scarped a t  45', pyojects riglit across the v:~lley. The road crosses this terrace, with the 
river sullk 150' a t  i ts  right 111 a troliglr h :~l f  $1 iuile wide, descending by ewsy rmnp begonci. At 98 lniles 
pass Bwl:t Cl~:~man N h i r  KllLn, where is good camping ground. A t  102 miles DarQzgird, n grolly 
of four sru:lll forts 011 left bunk. Vi~ller here 2 miles wide, with gardens a ~ l d  trees ; river bed 
gl-avel, 400 to ROO yards atross. 

A t  S1Bhgird join the WBzghar Dnrn olr the right, and the Fandukist&n on the left. UP the 
latter a road lends to the Kotal Istilif, said to be ditticult, but  practical)le for lightly Inden can1elS. 

Chad caiulling ground on right bank beyond vill:~ge ; sl~pplies procur~ble.  Pour fort vill;lges 
on left bank, and village of CllahBr Burjak on right bank. Muiu valley 5 to 6 miles wide opposite 
above-named daras. (Elevation about 6,2801.) 

64 

Koislrki passed : ~ t  24 milee. I3r;lnch rot~cl 1111 tlbls 
dura l o  left for Kohl- i -Kib  011 Paghm41i ra~lgc,  said to be praclicablc for ladcu ci~uiels, 

Road up the r ight bank, valky nbont 4 mile wide. 
At $ rnile Durn JstL~lral~ joins on left. P&th up it, 
over Koti~l-i-IstQ~nah, to  Chiirikbr, imprac!tic,abIe 
for lnden animals. At I # miles a good calnpillg 
groulrd on the  chaman, on river b:~nk, to wllicli 
t.he r o d  ascenda by a long sll~pe covered with trees. 

S~AHGIBD . , 

Ro:~d ascends grnclnnlly over open slopes for % mile, 
whence i t  rulla across level dashl for n mile, Ibam- 
ing Kala KaIB~~l~ah.  l'llen a descent nt ~ l l d  k 
for 200 y:lrds. The h b - i - ~ o i s l r k i  (atrenm) is ford- 
ed n t  1: miles, nnd the nloutlr of tlre l)nl:n 

12) 

979 

KALA SHAH NAZAR . 13) 



Rozlte No. 6-continued. 

allother to left for P6rsB. Valley here 1 mile wide, studded with houses and gardens. Then an 
eesy ascer~t a t  & and for  250 yards, whence road runs over gravel elopes 150' abdtve river ant1 
ia 20' wide to 23 111il11s, when there is a descent a t  $ for 100 ynrde. Road now windS lor nlil, .~ 
roulld the foot of n precipitous Itill, and is 15' witle, then a desceul for 50 yarcls a t  $ to tItr sinall 
,illage of Deh-i-nangin, a t  44 miles. Valley $ mile wide, but  broken into stcbtrp sfopcs ant1 t r r -  

At Deh-i-Rang611 cross to left bank by woodeli bridge of two spans of 15' 2.ntl 22'. Road- 
way 14' in the cleai., strong enough for field-guns. River fordablo (October). Appro:lcl~ on left 
balk roomy. 

Here the  made ro i~d ce:tses. Road from Qori 146 the Chahirdar pass joine hcrr. 
Froin 43 to 6 miles road i,uns along a sloping hillsidt?, and is a series of eood pal-;~llcl camel 

tmcks. To m : ~ k e  gun.road wo111d take 600 men 2 days. I n  dry  wason, river bell g od nmd. 
New here in yl.ocess of construction (October 1886). At 46 nliles 1)arrr J~ii Dnkhta~; joins o t ~  
right; villl~ge of same name a t  i ts  mouth. A road rons up it to the C11abir:lnr 1,;tqs. Frolo 
jullction of this dara,  main vr~lley contracts, arid to 6 miles is 200 yards wide (c:allcd 'I'ciilgi J u i  
~ )~kh t , a r )  nnd entirely occupied by river bed. At 6 miles Klil-i- Khurd, II solall ravine on left. 
From 63 to 7 miles road along river side, and in flood sen so^^ a rond would hnve to bu nri~de t h r o u ~ h  
fieItIs. Thence to  Cll~lbBrdel~ (elevation about 6,4701!, a t  7# miles, road level between walls, 
12' wide. Good ford nt 7 miles. 

Here Dara P6rsL joins left, steep and nnrrow, but a good camel-rond is said to lead up it to 
Kot~1-i-KBh for KBbi11. 

Hence road ascends 4 for BOO yards, nnd is very rocky nnd stony, with several cramped 
zigzage. , Impracticable for guns, passable for the  other arms. Gun road would take 200 men 4 
days to make. Then for Q mile across flat terr:~ce w l ~ i c l ~  projects across the  valley, forcing the 
river illto a narrow gorge. Hence a hilly rond, practicable for  all except gans, rune along hill- 
sides above main road, rejoirting the latter a t  the  Farinj:~] 1c11d mines. Main road dt,scentls from 
terrnce I I ~  + for 300 yards ; width 15', practicnble for guns. I t  theu runs over low level ground tn 
lo+ miles, nnd thence along the river bed for  rr mile. I n  flood season walled vi1l:lgc laues wonld 
have to be followed for the latter portion, and  would rcquire wideuiug for guns. Here Farinjal 
village stal~ds on rising grou~td  on tlle r ight  with extetitive cultivution, valley a mile witle. From 
this point the road becomes generally bad nnd remains so fo r  69 miles. To inake this pase:~ble for 
guns would take 500 men a t  least 2 weeks. The new 30' road has been comme~lccd a t  two points 
ir~ t h i ~  portion (October 1886). From lli  to 124 miles road runs round the foot of another terrace 
70' high, which projects across the  valley, :Iffording a good position, suitable for two brigades, to 
close the valley. Road rough and rocky ; would take 400 inen 3 days to clear for guns. At 12)  
miles valley widens to & mile, and Dara Far in j :~l  joins riglit; by i t  a road croses to the SurkliBI) 
valley, said to be easy on the south side, but  very dilticult on the north. Thence roncl is good :ind 
eray for gu l~e  over slopins dasht. A t  1 3  miles the Farinjnl lead mines are pctesetl clajse above roitd. 

Kala Shhh Sazar stands on an isolated rock left of road. Good camping gronnd. 

7 

Vaill bad and rocky f o r  a furlong, impassable for guns ; allow 300 mttn 6 days to iln[)rt)ve for 
elllls Then for mile the low-level road has \wen wnshed aw:ly, and there is o111y a rollgtt calnel 
track along the tiillside 100' above river. This bit \vould t sk r  400 men 5 days. Both cl~uld I)e 
nvclitled by bridging nnd reb r i t lg i~ l~  the river, right hank being opcn. Thence to Kala [ h i t )  
Sheik11 Ali Loling (29 miles) road is good Here Loling river issacs from :I d e e ~ )  r(lcky glbrge on 
left. U p  it ~ U I I S  a good c~mel-rond, wl~ich divide$ into three b~ ' : /~~cl~es ,  going to I)ah&n-i-'l'urkotnilr~, 
Kot:lnd;lr, and PQrs&, resprctivt~ly. ''he main valley ncw begins to narrow. At 31 1ni1t.s the mo~ith 
of 1)ar:c MszSna is passed (right), ar,d a t  4 ni i le~ D;~la Bel16tla joills (right), with :I slnitll h:~~nlc*t a t  
its llloutll. Head liere rune along the side of high slope, n ~ ~ d  for 100 y:~rds W O I I ~ ~ ~  hnvc to be 
\vldenrd 3' for g ~ l n s  : allow 100 nleil 1 day. The valley now n:trrc,ws to 150 y ~ r c l ~  alltl the T:lllgi- 
Khil~-i-Quldm Ali begins. ~t 4+ l l~ i l~ . .  the t a n g i  tarrls sh:lrp to the right, P . I I ~  tilt. road l111a he 11 
carrit~d away for 200 There is good calllel.track, but R gun-rord wonld have to br built 
UP fro111 the river bed 10' below : a[low 300 lnen 4 days. Could be avoided by carossirlg river 
twice ; bnnks (4' high) wonld hnve to be ramped. 

The road now gcncr:rlly improves, and tan& widens to 200 to 300 yards for a iniie. At 
Ea lniles thfa D H ~ R  Tnori j o i ~ ~ s  (right) nlld the road ac-voss its mouth is rocky for 200 ?.:llm(ls : allo\v 
100 Inen 1 dny for  guns. A terrace 70' higlr projects ncross the v a l l ~ ~  n t  5 i  miles. fol~uliny :I good 
Pnsitioll for two b ~ ~ t t t ~ l i o n s  to b:ir the road. Tongd liere 80 garde wide; r<bnd ston!., \viu(1illz 1':111l)d 
end of terrnce, fit for gune except nt 5 i  filld 6 3  where the re~aining w ~ ~ l l  hns filllcll : itllow 
50 men 2 d : ~ y ~ .  A t  69 iililes tile tangicnds, and tile road runs along level grassy chnmnn c:1llctl 

n 

B~N-I-SEHWAE . l l h  
89 

Road gond for 1 mile. T l ~ e n  vnllep optbas ont to 1 
mile wide, At I f  miles road very bad f ~ , r  100 
y:uds-o~~lg a c:tmel tr:~ck. cli11111illg x1o11q t l ~ t .  
f;lcc of a Iligh rocky cliff, 15' t o  20' :~bove river. 
wl~ich is 8' deep. Blasting WOIIICI be require l- 
s:~y one co1np:Iny s:lppers 4 days. At 1% n~ilcs 



3 dt PIAlN LINKS OY COMNUNICATION BETWEEN 

Houte No. 5-continued. 
Gnz6r, dotted with houses and walled gardens. The valley here bends lo the rigbt, and expands to 
3 mile. A t  7 miles Dura Rnbit joins right; road up it to Iiotul-i-Zkk. At  78 miles Dara Jallpalak 
(111so ~.iglit,) ; R wide fertile valley ; road up it to tlie same kotal. AL 81) miles the vl,lley ngllin 
cout,r:icts to about 160 gards; road still good ; gangs working a t  the new road here (October 1886). 
A t  10 inilcs Dt~m ShingnriQ~i joins right; road up it to SBi I<Bzi, where i t  divides, going to K0hl.i. 
Tnnkhniin, a ~ l d  Kot.al-i-ZB.k respectively. At 10# 111iles valley opens to 1 4  miles wide; and at  ll# 
miles K I I ~ Z I  I<dzi Nnwi is passed. 

Bin-i-Sehwek is a snlall fort village. Good camping ground. (Elevation about 7,3@'.) 

A t  1) miles road partly fallen and ruined by being used as a j4i for 300 yards ; can be avoided 
by crossing and re-crossing river. 

At 14 miles road carried away for 300 yards : 200 men 3 days. 
From 36 to 4 t  miles, generally bad nnd broker1 : 300 men 5'days. 
KBlli KhBna is reached a t  4$ miles. A cave with a spring in overhanging cliff a t  rondside. 

Road here blocked by boulders. For this, and a stony bit a little beyond, 300 men 3 days. Valley 
500 yards wide below KBl6 Khina. A t  54 miles road crosses the Sabz Kotal, over a flat spur 70' 
high which projects from the hills on right, confining river to a bed 20 yards wide. Passage of 
kottcl easy for guns, bu t  a t  foot of descent road has been blocked by a f d l  of rock from the hill. 
To clear this for guns, 50 men 2 days. A t  5 )  miles road becomes generally bzd and broken for a 
mile ; valley 160 jards wide, road 70' above bed: 300 men 5 dwys for guns. At 6% miles, road 
again broken and bad for about 300 ynrds, but the fields are available for guns, &c. Heyoud this 
the valley opens out again, and the road runs a t  a lower level. At 7) miles D ~ r a  Kajak joins left; 
road up i t  to Sngpnr Kotnl mucli used by local camel ka$las going to Kbbal. At 84 miles D a r ~  
Hotiin joins right. Lnrge vr~lley 200 jardB wide. Xond up i t  to Klibrrir Kotal on the Band-i- 
Warsandin, fit only for pack-animals. blain vallp here is 6u0 yrirds wide, bed level ; road remains 
good to 84 miles. Then road for 4 mile is difficult, along foot of i~illside overhanging the stream : 
230 men 2 days. At 9f miles roed enters n narrow gorge, following left bank of stream for a lnile, 
and ia a mere ca~nel-track, very stony, and a t  one point obstructed by l~lrge boulders. There is a 
eucltleu rise of 50 feet in the valley, down which the 8tre;~m falls in a channel 20 yards wide. To 
make a gun-road up this gull5 would take 300 men 4 days. This is the Tangi Taidu K61, and is 
t,lre most difficult bit on the stage. Then the velley a g ~ i l l  opens out to 400 yards, and tlie road is 
p o d ,  but a t  9; miles again contracts to 150 yards between high rocky cliffs ; ro:~d again bad. A t  
94 miles pass Bin-i-Garmio, a liot spring, where valley r~gain I)ec,o~nes 300 t.o 400 yards wide. Road 
reinallls bad for : arile, passing through fields, and cut up by a jzii : for ~ I I I I S ,  100 men 2 days. 
From 103 to 11; lniles rond good, though ~ t o n y ,  and al~nost level ; pl.ncticeblo for guns ; 10' to 
I d '  wide. Several kishla'ks and amnl! f ~ r t - ~ i l l a ~ ~ s  are passed. At 102 miles a large valley called 
13t1dk&1 joins left. Road up i t  to Kotal-i-Zirak for Kala Hissir in Bes6d ; difficult, but pr:lcti- 
cable for laden camels. A t  119 miles Dara Ghorballdak, a small ravine, joins left, by which an 
alterliative road goes to Diw61 Bolik over the  Shibar watershed. This route is used in heavy sno\V, 
ill  preference to the main road. A t  11% miles &la Psi Kot:ll is ret~ched. Here cultivation el1ds. 
Good camping ground about tlie forts. From here to Pai l<otal w t  129 miles the road is stony, 
:111d cut up by a stream and jdi : 50 men 1 day for guns. I t  lies along the right side of a water- 
l(yged c h a m a n ;  but a good drg track for guns would be found on the left side. Valley here is 200 
gards wide, with low rocky hills on either side. 

Pai Kot:ll (8,422') is the head of tlie Cfhorband v ~ l l e ~ ,  and the beginning of the ascent to the 
Sliibar 1<0tal. The Gborband valley above this point is called Dara Sangandao, R I I ~ ,  coming from 
Koh-i Jaolaugih, issuw through a narow rocky gorge near Pai Kotal. Up i t  rr road runs to either 
Kutal-i-KhQrzir, or Iil,till-i-3angandao (vide Peacocke's Diary, page 4i 0). 

Froin Pni Kotal the road ascends for 60 yards ill sllort zip-zngs a t  3, which would require im- 
pl.ovelnent for guns. Then for 400 yards is a good gun.road, gentle gradient. Beyo~ld tllis, 

crir~nped zigmgn : ~ t  4 for 50 gards, and straight nscent a t  -: and 4 for 500 yards. Road good, 
erctrpt for steepness, and 10 feet wide except a t  zigzags. Guus could be got up or down with 
dr;~g-rt)pes. T6 make good for guns, 300 men 4 dllFs. From 12$ to 13 n~iles road good 
ant1 level, 15' wide. Then for 300 yards there is an ascerlt of +v H I I ~  $ diagon;~llg up a elope. 
Thcre are a number of parallel camel tracks, but a t  different levels, and could llot be used 
puns. Soil clay : 200 men 2 d ~ ~ y s .  Thence to 1 4  miles is a gentle asce~lt over undulatillg 
when the Shiblrr Kotal (9,799') is reached. It is a mere swell in the dash(, hew 3 mile& wide* 
Fro111 the kotal  over uljdu1ating dadht ; 30' completed here nnd gnngs colnrnellcil1g 
R . I ' R ~  from Diw/l BolBk (October 1886). 

1034 
1 4 t  - 8 Road up the vr~lley good to 4: miles, and fit for 

guns, except a t  points noted below. At 1 mile 
p:~ss 1)ara Nirkh, and a t  2 i  miles Dara Jarf 
both on left ; large well-cultivnted valleys, with 
ronds up them t.o the Nirkh Kotal for Kbrcznk. 
Nirkh rond ~;r~ssable for cnmels. At 34 miles n 
group of slnall kishldks celled Bed. 

I)IWAL U O L ~ K  . 



Route No. 6-continued. 
'J'hroughout this stage there was a t  0110 time a made road 10' to 16' wide, most of which is still 

fit for guns. Even a t  most of tbe bad places noted, guns could, if necessary, rni~ke their wlly paat 
i n  the fields. Amir's new 30' road under constructio~~ (October 1886). Total estimr~te of labour for 
good military road over this stage, 2,300 men 4 days, or 1,500 me11 a week. Troops could 
camp at almost any point. Supplies, grain, grass, bhlsn, and g ~ r d e i i  produce procural,le through- 
out. Fuel scarce, camel-grazing scauty, but said to be : g o d  up lateral valleys. (Elevation, by 
boiling point, 9,348'.) 

9 
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wide. An nlternative ro:~d r1111s from Diw&l Bol&k down the fo r~ l~er ,  and is passable for guns, but 
longer thnu maill road. A t  halt' mile is a good position to bar the ro;~d (Vide Peacncke's Diary, 
page 408.) At 3 miles pass Knla Shkh~~i .  Ltoad down ~011th side of valley, which is  bout 300 yards 
wide, but is of little ilnportance, ar  tlie level cultivation affords good goil~g. At 59 miles road 
passes through a deep rocky gorge 40 yards wide for if mile, the exit of which is blocked by 

.boulders. To clear for Runs, 50 Inen 3 days. Qorge could be held as a position. (Ibid., page 
407.) From 69 t,o 7 t  miles road down n gorge 70 yards wide between conti~~uous cliffs 200' to 
rM)O' high, good and easy for guus. At 7 miles pass mouth of I ) H ~ R  Birgalinh (right). A t  7% 
miles tlre cliffs close in,  formii~g the Tangi Sang Nawishtn. Here mile is bad. The dara is 30 
y;~rds wide between to~vering cliffs, and thcre is nn abrupt drop in its bed down gig:~ntic boulders. 
To make gull-road would take a colilpnny of sappers two weeks. "A gang of the Ainfr's workmen 
at present engaged in blasting a new gun-road have destroyed the old path. The otficisl in charge 
expects to have i t  ready in tllree weeks." (Pencocke, October, 1886.) 

From here to Bulola ro;~d along foot of hillaide, would require widening on an areruge 3' 
throughout. Valley a t  once widelis to 200 ~ a r d s ,  and to 400 yards a t  Bulola, but being cultivated 
in terraces could not be used as a roadway. To make good road from the jrinctio~i of 1)ara Bir- 
gnlich to T ~ n g i  Kamandi ( I )  miles b e y o ~ ~ d  Uulol~),  exclusive of Tnr~gi  Sang N~wishtn, would take 
600 men 4 days. I n  ad~litiun, the following nrould be required, viz. :- 

A t  8 miles, clearing boulders, 20 men, 2 days. 
,, 81f ,, widening for 100 yards, 30 ,, 2 9, 

I, 8$ ,, 9 ,  ,, 200 9 ,  60 ,, 2 ,I 

,, 94 ,, Pn ,, 200 ,, 30 9, 2 ,, 
A t  79 miles, houses and trees of Bulola cornmeace. At 9+ miles Dam Jola foins left, up which 

rune an alternative road joining the inail1 road further on. ( Vide Peacocke's Di~rry, pages 402, 406.) 
Good camping ground for several dirisions down the vrilley to Tangi K a ~ n a ~ ~ d i .  No grassor 
camel-gl.ttzing. No fuel, excsept standing fruit trees. A Sinall aln0uut of supplies procurable 
(Elev. about 7,9101.) 

10 BULOU . . 

14 miles. The t a ~ g l  is lo1 wide between rock cliffs. The road (10' widt.) climbs the right-hand 
cliffs a t  a gradient of +, and is very a t  the summit. Descent steep and dangerous. " Work- 
1nt.n were engaged here, . . . and this difficulty lnny be nssumed now to )rave disappe:rred." 
(Pe(1:ocke.) Above the talcgd the valley opens out, and is 400 y ~ 1 . d ~  b r ~ ~ d  a t  the 3rd mile. The 
gradlent is gentle, i ~ n d  a new 30' has been completed to the 1 ) a r ~  Krtsbka, a t  3% mlles. The 
road turns to tlie right up tile Darn Kasllka, and tllere is an e;lsy ascent Ilp tile smooth y r ~ v e l  bed 
to the Knsl~ka kot(cl a t  6 miles. For the first .g mile the dora is in place8 011ly 20 yards wlde, and 
Nome boulders \voulrl have to be cleared aw:ly. At the kolal it ope118 out into an undulnti~lg dnsht ; 
altitude 8,903'. (As to defensibility of KtJa B,~lola and Kashka Kotal, vide Peacocke's Iliary, 
pa@ 404.) Here the road from Kala 11&k to B&mi611 joills. 

The descent from the kot,al is moderate, Rnd the road is made and good. It is about n mile 
in length. A t  the bottoln a is crossed, the ascent from which is nbout 60 yalds of easy rise. 
Theu over a gravelly plateau for about + mile, rod good, after which a descent for nbout 200 
yards by good made road to the PaimGfi Dtlre, the ruins of Zobkk, where ti10 H6:llitkl 
vallev is cnter~rl I q h o ~ ~ t  7 nliles). 

D 2 
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Rond good for the first mile, when i t  bends left up 
the 1r6k valley, nnd would require widen in^ for 
guns for 100 yards. (Height of thispoint 7,6001.) 
'l'he Darn IrBk is 75 ynrds wide, rugged granite 
cliffs on each side. Hed level, but strewn with large 
boulders. P~~ssable for guns to Tangf Kamn~ldi a t  

KALA TOPCHI . . 

Road over undulating dosht for 2a miles, the lnst 
mile of wliich is a diagonal descent a t  Q illto the 

Shibrrr valley und would require cross-levelling for 
guus. Here the I h r a  M6shdk (from the uorth- 
east) and Dara KlJlchangi (from the south-ellst) 
meet, formin6 the Shibar valley, here 150 yards 

11 -- 1243 
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Boute No. 6-concl~~ded. 

Fro," Zoh&k (Elcv. nhout 7,800') rond is easy and good for gnns. At 9% miles pnss the ruins 
of ChtrllBr~ $"h on right, nnd cross river BBliliBn to left 11a1rk. Ford easy nnd shallow. At 92 lnilc8 
pose ](RIR Toglini. At  10& miles, road, hitherto undnlating, becomes level. 

Good campi~rg ground, grass, and supplies. Two forte of TBjiks. 

Note.-The Shibar road i~ never closed by snow for more tlinn three or four days a t  a time 
nfter n fresh fall, until the snow hardens. Suow begins to fall in the beginning of December. At 
Bulola snow rarely falls deeper thau 8 inches, and, as a rule, does not lielonger than 3 days. Above 
the Tang[ Sang Nawishta ,it gets heavier, nnd sometimes lies 4' to 5' deep on the Shibai. Kotal. 
At Plri Kotal i t  seldom lies deeper than 2'. With trifling exceptions traffic crosses by thie route 
all through the winter. 

W. P. BLOOD, Lieut., R. I. Fus., 
Attach$ I. B. 

Route No. 5A. 

Rond good and ensy for guns. At 28 miles pass KnlR 
~ a h ~ n - i . A l ~ i n ~ a ~ . B n  and the Dnrki AhingarBil 011 

left. At  34 miles valley c.ontrncts to 3 0 ~ : ~ 1 d ~  
between hills, called Tangi Ahiagarin, 200 yards 
long. The Amir'e new 15' ro:rd is cnmplt~ted 
through the tangd. IH~low the tang{ the valley 

opens out. At 36 miles pnss Kaia Abdul Rahim ; a t  39 miles Dara S&inu&ra (left); a t  4 f  
Knla Ahlnad Ibg; a t  4i miles Kala hlir Muhammad (dese~ t rd) ;  a t  59 miles Kala Muhammad 

Azfln; ~t 59 miles Kala K6zi ; and a t  69 miles a second Kala KBzi. At this point a ndld joins 
left, called nnra  Kllkrak. At 76 miles pass Krtla Joghir KhCl, aud nt + mile to left Kala Muh:lin- 
mad Ali. At 79 nliles the ruins of Ghulgliulla stand on R mound to left, and close by are tbree 

forts called Ktiln Jdi  SbBr .  At 8) miles n zia'rat with clumps of china'r trees. A t  89 miles 
ndla' cnlled Khojn GhQi* joins right, and on left a large ravine c ~ l l e d  Dara Faolidi. 

At BBmi6n the valley is about 1 mile wide, with vertical cliffs 30' lligli on each side. On the 
left from the head of the cliffs stretches an open da'mdn for about 4 miles to the south to the f o ~ ~ t  
of the mountnins. On the right the cliffs merge into the steep slopes of the Koh-i-Gandak. Bed 
of valley smooth nnd cultivated. The river is 30' to  40' wide, 1' to 2' deep, with a swift current, 
easily crossed. There is no town; ouly forts (high-walled villages) scattered up and down the 
~nlley. The people are nearly all Thjiks. (Elevatiou 8,100.)' 

1339 
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C H ~ R I K ~ R  TO K H I N J ~ N  vi6 THE K A O S H ~ N  PASS. 
~ u ~ ~ o ~ ~ ~ ~ , - M A I T L A N D  (October 2866). 

BIMIIP (Kale SarkBri) 

RBM A BPS. 

Vide Route No. 5, Stage 4. 
The Kaoshin routo diverges ftom the Shibnr routo 

a t  Dfliwar Khel, wlera the KaoshBn dara joins 
the Ghorband. 

Camping ground could be found nt this point on the 
plateau of Diliwr~r Khel on the right bank of tho 
bhorband, or a t  the mouth of the Kaoshhn dura 1 Stages. Names of Stnges. 

Chdv-ik&r to Dila'war 
Khe2 (15) miles). . 

SHBEAKHAI . . 

on the opposite bank. 
The tirst 13 ~oilee of the track up the KaoehBn has not bee11 reconnoitred. It is 

good. Tlie glen is full of orchards and hamlets. A t  23 miles the rorid froln Burj-i-Qhulj&n  join^, 
having paased over the slmr which divides the Kaosllhu dsra  from the Ghorbend valley by 8 low 
kotal, steep on the south side. 

The ciora is here nbout 4 mile wide, sprinkled with hamlets and orchards, and enoloscd by 
low spurs. The path runs through fields, and is good to 2 )  miles. 

The dara now nnrrouvs to a dt-file, but the hills Are a t  first low nnd accessible for infautry 
During thie stage tho path moetly kecys the strcltru-bed, which is gencnrlly rongli a r ~ d  fall  of 

DIETAROEE IIP 
MILBE. 

Inter- 
mediate. 
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TOtnlo 

- 

11 
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RouCe No. dd-continued. 

hnnlders, or rnns chse  along the  ronyh b : ~ n k s  by the edge of fields through which a better road 
,,,igllt be made. I t  crosses the  etream twenty-seven l i ine~.  

~t 24 miles the p :~t l l  t:lkeu to tile stream-bed, : ~ n d  a t  28 miles crosses the stream three times. 
~t 29 miles the defile becomes nsl.rower, the hills higher, a ~ ~ d  the rorld worse. In the  next & mile 
tile stream is again crossed three times, and the path then goes u p  the Kol-i-Yer d a r a  to  the  

over stones ~ n d  hould~~rs ,  croesing the stre:lm twice. 'Flie~i rising rather ntceply i t  crosses 
over the spur to  the KaoshBn dara ,  and follows the course of the latter along the hillsides, which 

steeply to the  stre:~m. ''he portion between 24 and 33 miles is the roughest and leaet 
illlprovnble part of tlle st:~ge. 

'rhe pat11 is now rocky for  l~nl f  a mile, when i t  improves, continuing nlong the  hillsides to  
a l ~ ~ ~ t  62 i~~i les ,  pilssillg the for t  of Mushthn, and the village and orchards of Thjika. I t  thcn 
desceuds ant1 foll )\vs the  stream-bed to  7f iniles, crossing five times. The glen hereebouts is some 
200 ynr'ds wide, but lit 73 lniles i t  contracts, alld for the  rest of the stace nvernges about 50 yards 
in width. After the  last crossing the  path ascends and runs along thc hillside on the left bank a t  
an elev~rtion of about 100' nbove the  strcbain fo l  more t h ; t ~ ~  a mile, pas.r in~ the orchards of Z:rng:ll. 
@'his portion is fairly wide and good, \+fit11 re ta i~~i l~g-m:~l ls  where necessary. 

Again descen~lillg, tile ~)at ,h follows the stream bed to 85 ~ i ~ i l e s ,  crossing twice. I t  then runs 
along the banks, crossing twice, to 99 miles, nnd is generally rough a ~ l d  stony. Two hnmlets are 
p:\ss~ad. From 98 iniles the hill sides on the r ight banlc n1.e r~qain followed to 1 0  miles, pnssing 
l)nhh~~-i-Hnsen h:~mlet, and then the bouldery stream-bed, crossing seven times in the  last mile. 

Restricted cnmping ground on ter~.ac:cd f i~ l ( l s  on the left 1)sllk. Hills accessible for iufantry, 
risi~ig about 2,500' above the g l e ~ ~ .  Inll:~bitants ShinrvBris. Elevntion 7,495'. 

- -  - - 
A little furtller the  begins. Tbe hills on t l ~ e  left are aenern1l.v nrceseil~le, those on the 

'kht craggy and impracticable. ~t 74 iniles tile stream, still very slnnll, is crossed, rind rtt 8 miles 
is Uortller~l Slhaojui. Tile descent, hitherto co~~sideri~ble, becomes gelltler. 

3 

in this pnrt confined. The path is then good, though stony, through fields to  t )  miles, when i t  
again crosses and is bad for 4 mile. Then to 3 miles is better, when the  stream-bed is followed to  
34 miles, and the track is rough and bad. 

From 3* t o  nbout 63 miles tlie side slopes of the  d a r a  are again followed, the  etrenm being 
twice crossed, with 11 steep roughish d e s c e ~ ~ t  nnd ascent a t  the  second crossing. The mouth of the  
Atflsher ravine is crossed a t  3: miles. 

The path the11 runs along tlie left bauk, and is good for the rest of the  stage. The stream of 
the Ynkhnno d a r a  is crossed a t  6% miles. 

At Maidhn-i-Khdni there is little camping space, but  a brigade could bivouac. No wood, and 
vr1.y little grass. Elevation 11, 830'. 

The upper p o r t i o ~ ~  of tllc Kaoshhu d a r a  is stony and desolate, with craggy heights on either 
side, those on the left being generally less rocky and more accessible than those on the right. 

7 2 
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M A I D A N - I - K H ~ N ~  . T l ~ e  path runs up the  left bank between flelds and 
stream. The glen is here 6 0  to 70 yards wide. 
l'lle streern is soon crossed, and there is a steep 
little sccellt to the hill side opposite, which ie 
follntved for a short distance. The s t r e ~ i n  i s  
crossed four times between # and 14 miles; glen 

the kotat. The head of the  dara is now neared, nnd a t  about 1* miles a rapid ascent commences. 
the path winding up a t  a gradient of about & to 2 miles, when i t  becomes somewhat less steep 
for b ~ l f  a mile. The ascent is then gentle and path good, reaching the  head of the d u r a  a t  
33 miles. 

The path then ascends over a broad, steeply-sloping da'mdn for half a mile, when the  
ascent to the kotal commences by a long steep zigzag with two short brerks on natural platfor~ns, 

centre portion being the worst. The ascent is then gentle for a few hundred yards, followed 
a short, steep, roughish bit leading up to  the kotal  a t  5 miles. 

The actual kotal is a bank of stones, partly artificial, through a narrow gnp in which the  
path Passes. Around are craggy heights more or less covered with snow. The gle~ts  on either 

of the kotal  curve 80 as to prevent Rn extended view down the  pass. E:evation 14,320'. 
The descent is a t  first gentle, and path good, but  steep, rough.z~gzags soon begin and last for 

"bout hnlf a mile, when tilere is a short level. From 59 to 64 ln~les (foot of kotal) tlre descent is 
q n i n  steep, partly by zigeags, partly straight down stony slopes over which the pet11 is cleared to 
a width of 2'. 

The path continues good along the left bank to 
1 wile, when i t  crosses the  stream. The glen is 
liere wide rind is joined by the Changnlawez dara,  
u p  which there is a trnck to the  Walihn route. 
A little further on is the  Shacy'ai (night-place) 
where travellers stay the  night, before crossing 

29i 
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Route No, 5A-continued. 
At 9 iililes, ou n spot callecl Tnkl~t-i-BddshBh, is upace for a camp. The bottom of the glen 

i~ hnlf turf and half boulders, and the rond fair to 109 miles, whence it is rough and bad to 1 0 ~  
n~ilus. 'l'he~~cc to camp i* fair, though stony. 

Troops could bivouac nlong tile Etream, nnd tents be pitched in places. Boulder-covered 
1,;lls, nccessible and not very high, enclose the dam. NO wood, and little grnss, Elevatiou 
11,185'. 

The path soon descends a bouldery slope, crossing 
the stream a t  a mile. The stream is said to be 
u~lfordnble in summer, when kdfilus cross by the 
bridge nt Do Shikh lower down. At h mile is a 
bnd bouldery bit., whence to about 3 miles the 
path is stony, but good for camels, along a d6bris 

6 

brink, with one steep fall a t  about 23 miles, and a narrow winding descent to the stream a t  the 
end. The hills on either side are cn~ggy, br;t appear accessible (seen through mist). 'J'he glen is 
bnre and very stlbny, and tbe mountnin slopes fulling directly to  the strenm leave no level ground. 
~t 1% miles a smnll pntch of turf on both banks, where a small force might bivouac, but there is 
no wood. 

The path now (9 miles) follows the bottom of the darn, and is generally rough among bould- 
ers to 4% milea, crossing the Kara-i-Tigb stren~n a t  3+ miles, and with a bad ravi~ie-cros.sing at  
49 miles. I t  is then good to 6Q miles, when there is a steepish bit for 200 yards, after which it is 
gellerallg pretty good for the remainder of the stage. To 69 miles a gradual descei~t along ail 
open plateau, when the Ao-i-Barik glen and Do Shhkh (no houses) are passed. Thence along hill- 
side a t  a11 elevntion of 200'to 300' above stream, desce~rding to cross rr ravine a t  7f miles, with r 
d e s c e ~ ~ t  bejond a t  & to 73 miles. The glen is here open, and there is room to camp on terrkced 
grouud, but wood and grass are scanty. A t  about 8 miles a rougliish nscent, followed by n de- 
scent to the stream, whence the path gradually desceuds keeping on the hill-side, the last half mile 
being rather stony. 

Camping space on terraced fields for 1 or 2 battnlions. A larger force would have to bivouac 
~ I o l ~ g  the stream. There is also room on the opposite bank. Wnter and  WOO^ nbundrrnt, and n 
little grnss. The surroundi~~g hills are high aud bold but not precipitous, rising some 4,000' on 
either side. Elevation 7,000'. 

394 
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bad bit for a few hundred yards a t  14 miles. 
At 11 miles the path returns to the bottom of the glen (full of boulders, but path good for 

pack-enimnls) and follows it, with one or two devintioos, to tlie XlalkhBu ravine at. 2+ miles, whence 
i t  runs through boulder-strewn fields to the Pul-i-Ualkhin nt 23 miles. Crossing the bridge and 
following the hill-side for a short distnnce, i t  again takes to the glen bottom to 3# miles, when 
Takbtn Sang hamlet is passed. The path then lenves the sheam to the right, and runs along the 
base of the hills to 36 milee, when i t  ascends and followe the hill-side a t  n slight elevation, again 
descending to oross the Pul-i-Hueen a t  about 4 milee (rondway of bridge very bad). 

The bottom of the glen is followed for the next mile, path good llmong boulders. The defile 
here is about 150 yards wide; hills tolerably accessible. Orchards now begin, and nt 6 miles 
DahBn i-Bagh-i-Bni (one house) is passed. The path then ascends nt f or 3 and follows the hill- 
side, out of which i t i s  cut to a width of 4' to 6' with some &teepiah gl-adients (+ 01. +) at a height 
of about ld0'. At 6f miles i t  deacends and is good d o n g  the left bank, over fine gravel, to about 
6# miles, wben the Pul-i-SfBh Bang is crossed. Span of bridge ~rbout 20'; plers rough e t o ~ ~ e  brush- 
wood ; I oadway bad. 

Having crossed, the path followe the stream-bed for 150 yards, aud then runs undulating 
along the hill-aid@ a t  a slight elevation, passing the wooded Ohandarhn ravine a t  about 68 
miles. I t  then rune along the bank betweel! low walls, soon becoming wide and good, though 
sbny ,  to about 7k miles, where a toll place in passed, the path p~lssil~g through a gap in 8 

wdl which extends across the defile. Here is a rough bouldery hit a t  the moutli of H ravine. 
Tbe defile is narrow, filled with orchnrds, enclosed by high rocky hills accessible but 

difficult. The road is fair, a t  firet along the hill-side, then over open da'ma'n, and through 
orcharcls, to 8# miles. It then runs gel~era\ly under low stony spurs, which graclually be- 
come less rocky, and IS mostly good for the rest of the stage. 

A t  Khinjhn the sides of the dnra elope downwards to the stream, and there is no level 
ground. The bottom of the gleu is full of orchards, in which troops might bivouac. Elevation 
3.230'. 

K H I N J ~ N  . 

GOBBOKHTA . . 

Descending to the glen bottom, the path runs along 
the bnsc of tlie hills and is fairly good, crossing 
the mouth of the Ainane: da ra  (rougbish bit) a t  4 
miles, nnd passing the Gorsokhta ravi~le (light) at  
19 miles, up which a path leads to the BQjgBh glen. 
Thence to 1% milea i t  follows the hill.side, with n 

11 -- 603 



Route No. 5A-concluded. 

The Kaoshrln route may be considered practicable (in i ts  present state) for  a brigRde 
of infantry and one ~nountnin bnttery, with only ammul~ition mules. To make a military 

W O U ~ ~  be a work of great difficulty, even putting wheels out of the qnestioll. The pass 
, i s  completely open for 3 to 3* months, b u t  is Inore or lese practicable for about 7 month8 
in the year. It is closed about 20 dnys before the ChnhQrdar. 

Table o/ Nean Gradients. 
D I L ~ W A R  KHEL TO SHERAKHAI, about . . 1 in 26 
S ~ E R A K H A I  T O  M A I D A N - J - K H ~ N ~  . . 1 in 8'8 
MAIDAN-I-Kair~f  TO Kotccl . . 1 in 10'6 
Kotal TO KATA SANG . . . . 1 i n 1 0 9  
K ~ T A  SANG T O  GORSOKHTA . . l i n 1 2 . 6  
GOEBOKHTA TO KHINJAN . . 1 i n 1 5 ' 4  

W. P. BLOOD, Lierct., R. I. Fusiliers, 
Attachi,  I. B. 

Route No. 5B. 
F'ROM T H E  GBORBAND VALLEY TO T H E  S U I L K H ~ B  VALLEY, vid THE CHA- 

H ~ R D A R  PASS. 

. 4 u t h o r ~ t ~ e 8 - H o r 4 ~ ~ c ~  ; DILUMBIOND (October 1886). 

"' of 
stages. 

I DEH 

Names of Stagea. 

DIETANCES I N  
MILES. 

Inter- 
mediate. 

completed as f a r  as Chnhrirciar. I t  is plain highway, 15' to 20' wide, simply cut out of the hill- 
side and cleared of stones. Here and there i t  is supported t y  a revetment of boulders. I n  some 
places the gradients are exceedingly steep, and would be almost impr:~cticable for  wheeled ~ l t i l l e ry ,  
but for anytlling short of wheels i t  must be described as a n  excellent road. 

A t  Deh-i-Rangin there is room for a brigade to  encamp ou cultivated uudulations about the 
village. Fit-ewood, water, and supplies abuudant. 

Leaving Deh-i-Ran&" the road for the first mile follows the right bank of the eheam, over 
open ground. Then the  stre:lm is crossed by a bridge, and between this point and Deh 
T ~ n g f  the road crosses elid re-crosses three times by similar bridgea, all of one span, narrow, and 
geuerally of weak construction. I n  one or t ~ o  illstnrlces tlie plnnking forlniug the roadwthy is uo- 
covered. The valley is cxtreluely picturesqlle, well cultivstsd and nrootled, and many villagee 
nre passed which, merging one illto arlotber, form an almost co~~t inuous  chain of hebitatiolls. 

Deb 'Yalhgi compi.ises a fort  perched on tile ]hill-side ou the r ight bank of the stream. The 
camping ground is nRrrow aud inconvellie~lt, but a large force could be encamped bg exte~ldi~lg.  i t  
~ndefillitely along tlie valley, which is here narrow. Firewood and water nbundant. Supplies 
from neighbouring villages. 

9 

Road good up the r i ~ h t  bank thl-ough cultivation 
for about 2 luiles. Then the stream is cl'o~sed by 
a wooden bridge, cultivation ceases, and the left  
bruk is followed for a mile, rond good and level. 
The road pow re-crosses the  ~ t r r a n l  and leaves ir, 

a spur by Yrry steep zigzags. This 

2 CAMP NEAB CHAP- 
DAEA. 

'if3zag might no doubt be easily'improved and the grndient lessened, but the existitlg road is ex- 
cellellt. From the top the road follow8 the direction of the stream, but a t  R considerably higher 
level, for about 6 miles (8) miles from Deb Tang[), when the pnss called by us Chehhrdar, b u t  

9 

16 
-- 

The rond to the Chahirdar Pass leaves the Glior- 
band vnlley nt Deh-i-Rangdn, whence i t  leads up 
the Darrt Kipchik (or Ka~nchdk). The Gl~orband 
river is liere crossed by a wooden bridge (vide 
Route. No. 5). The Amir is making a new road 
over this pass, wliich, in October 1886, had been 

25 



40 M A I N  LINES OF COMMUNICATION BETWEEN 

Route flo. 6B-continued. 
locnlly 'xnona ns the Hindd Kueh pnss is reached. (Elevation 13,9001.) At about 5fr miles Chibil 
~ u k h t a r ~ n  is passed. where there is room for  halting ground or small cainp. 

T l ~ e  coliiitry about the pllss is described by Ml~jor Holdich as " a  eei.ies of nearly level valleys, 
wl~icli p r ~ s c n t  all the well-k~iowii characteristics of tlie higher passes of the Himltlaya. They lire 
barren a ~ ~ d  stony, wit11 low sweeping spllrs formed froin tlie de'bris of the  innqsive granite peaks 
and 6 ~ ~ r g t ~ ~ l l e s '  011 either hand, quite bare of vegetntion, except where, bordering the strenm, there 
are s few yards of spongy tnrf. Close arounti t he  pass nre four or five s111nl1 deep green ~ake le t~ .  
The Hind6 I<usli is not a flnt-topped range, but  its highest curves are sin:.~ilarly gentle, n~id  ite 
most pronlinciit peaks nppear to be almost invariably found, not on the  iliain watershed, but on the 
giant spurs t l ~ ~ o w n  off the north anti south." 

Tlie tlesceiit from the  kotal is gradual and easy, tho road running along the gentle side-slopes 
of the valley for about 4 miles. Two small water-coursee are then crossed, aud tlie road winds 
rouncl the b:~se of n grnnite hill, followi~tg the line of a ~ ~ n a l l  stre~lm, and then descends rnther 
eteeply for R quarter of a mile, when i t  clSosses the Cbapdara stream, which here joins from the 
south-wst (about 1 4  miles). There is no bridge, but  the crossing is easy. Elevntioii of this p o i ~ ~ t  
11,000'. The reillailling 2 miles are along the right bank of the Chapdam strenm, descent gentle 
and fairly free from stones. 

C,rmping space for n considerable force by extending along the  villley from a short distnnce 
below the crossing of the Ch~rpdara stream. It is very bleak, and exposed to cutting winds whicli 
sweep down the p lss. No  firewood, grazing, or supplies. 

Route b y  t h e  Fasnk Pass.-After crossing the  Si& Munda s t ren~n the  rond ascende the ragza 
(or \rig11 flttt-topped bank which usually skirts Afgh&u rivers), on the  right bank of the stream 
wl~iclr flows froin the Kotc~l-i-Fasak, and follows i ts  edge tlirougli granite boulders for eollle 
distn~~ce.  Then descending i t  crosses tlie stream, and climbs by nlmost precipitous zigzags cyt 
out of insecure gravelly soil, to the  top of a spur some 400' abovc the  etream, called the I<otal-1- 
Bargih  (about 1 mile). I t  then skirts the slippery Iiill-side, but  is firm nnd free from ob- 
etructions, for about 400 yards, when i t  again descends, but  less steeply, to thc stream. The rand 
now rune over slippery rocks and boulders for R few hundred yards, passing through a t a v i  
down which the  stream falls in a arnnll cascade. Then there is another steep zigzag as  the road 
rises to cross the end of a spur. This is a etrong position, and there are evideucee of i ts  having 

Rond generally good, gradient gentle, down the 
right bank of the stretiin, which flows in a singu- 
larly str:iight course. This portion of the road, 
being linble to landslips, would require constant 
supervision to  keep i t  ill order. At   bout 1 mile 
a gigantic mass of grr~nite fallen from the liill- 

3 

sitle blocks the road, and a mile farther on a large stone hns come down. About half a mile from 
Chabs'rdnr n sin:~ll landslip has covered the road with boulders and dibris. ''he rond is ge~iernlly 
fairly level, except where here nnd there small side writer-courses are crossed, the  descents and 
ascents of wl~ich are steep but short. 

At CllahLrdnr three streams meet : the Faozak from tlie nortli, tlie Talkhidn from the east, 
a ~ ~ d  the Cliapdara (or Ab.i-Safed) from the south. Below the  junction tlie stream is called Sihh 
Muuda, which flows west into the SurkhLb. 

Here the Amir'e new rond ceases (October 1886). It will cross the  Talkbi4n by a bridge of 
about 40' syan, nnd 21'-roadw11y. The abutineiits (of stone and stakes) were ready, and the road- 
\r.;~y carriell down to the approaches. The stream was, in October, 1' to 3' deep, bottom stony, 
clirre~l t swift. 

'I'hrre is no village a t  Cl1ali6rdar, nild the level spnce nv:~ilable for  camping is stolly nlld 
sorne\vhnt, restricttid. About 80' above the  stream there is a spnce on che flat plnteau which lies 
at, the foot of the Hi~lcld Kush spurs bordering thc  ncild, and in tlin fork formed by the junction 
of the Clinpdara and Talkhi611 there is room for 0110 regiment. Alt,ogether there is ample roo111 
for a brigade. (Elevation 6,600'). 

4 

crossed by tllree passes-viz., tlie Soazak on the  east, the Fassk about 4 iniles further west, nlld 
the K11t.u nbont 1 mile west of the  Fasrtk. The road to the two last named is the same for about 
6 miles frllm Cli~lhirdar ; the Soazak road diverges nt tile latter place. From the Katu on the 
west lo the daozak on the east, a pathway runs along the  ridge, giving lateral com~nunication 
bctweeii the three pesses. 

SAR-1-1 s K 6 B (0 r 
BEDAK). 

1 6  Betnreeii Cl~nhLrdar 11nd the Surkl~db valley a -I 

3 5  
C ~ ~ A H ~ R D A B  , . 
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second ridge has to be crossed, formed by a l011g 
and lofty spur of the  Hindd Kush, which appears 
to brenk off from the main watershed nbout 10 
miles north-east of the  Cl~ahLrdar Kotal, sweep- 
ing round to the north aud west. This spur is 



Route Aro. 5B-continued. 
recently occnpied. a sanga in good preservntion still existing. Descentling hence, the road 

p,,sses a slnall pntcl~ of cultivation belonging to tlir insignificnnt haullet of Chnshina MBthb, arid 
elltere ,,nother short tang& through which it is f ~ i r l y  good, but steep. Then, at  nbout 5 mile8, 
ie a stepp asrent flanking a drop in the strerin-bed, which is 80 steep as to be almost a series of 
cescrdcs. Here the road to the Kotal-i-Katu branches (see below), and a tr1lck (said 
to be Ilracticable for lightly lnden mules) leads west up rnvine, and then down the valley 
(in whic-h the Sit511 Muntla flows) to the Surkhlb. From this point the r o d  is bad and steep, 
to 6) passing over 8lipper.y ~ o c k s  and through a ilrlrrow gorge flanked by innccessible cliff8. 
Thence to 7 miles when the kotal is reached, the ascent is gentle, and the rond very good up 
,, grassy Kotal-i-Fa.sak is a saddle about 200 yards in length, lying north and south betweell 
two long ridges, whose general direction is east and west. The crest of the ilorlhern ridge 
is about zoo', and that of the southern from 300' to 500' above the saddle. I t  is a strollg 
ositioll, which a couple of companies could hold against allnost any force until turned. (E;leva- boll IO,POO'.) The descent for the first mile is fnirly level and eaay, but over loose limeslone 

rock th:~t requires revetting. Then for about 1# miles the ro:rd is cut out of the soft slopus of 
detvitus a t  the foot of precipitous limestoue cliffs, solnetitnew a t  a very steep gradlent, 
gellerally insecure as to foothold, and in places sk~owing a tendency to landslip. During this 
porlioll the torrent is far below the trnck to the left. Then there is a very steep descent to tile 
slrenln-level by sharp zigzags, and sometimes over beds of slippery limestone, which would 
present insurmountable difficulties to laden camels. AfghBn ca~rrels go over it, but with very 
light lol1ds This is the most dilticult park of the whole route. For the next mile (i.e., about 11 
lniles) the road is strnigbt, fairly free fro111 obstr~~ctions, and becomes gradually less steep, 
Heye a srllnll deserted stone hamlet is passml, called Surkh Patrio. which may be said to inark 
tile end of the pass. The track, now quite practicable for laden cnmels, continues to follow 
the course of the strenm, called K~lmargli&o, but becomes more and more stouy and obstructed 
by boulders as i t  descends. At 1 3 i  miles the Talaktu dara  joins ou the left, down which lies the 
road from the Kot;~l-i-Katu. At 15 miles the julliper trees, which are generally dotted about the 
&ep nnd o f t e ~  inaccessible hills on either side, close in 80 RS to form a slnall forest. Here is the 
ZiBrat-i. Bibigul. 

The camping ground consists of strips of fairly level ground on either side of tile stream, and 
some 8' to  10' above it. There is room altogether for about a brigade. Water good aud plentifulJ 
Grewood abundant, supplies nil. (Elevation 5,2201.) 

Route by the Katu Pass.-From the point above mentioned, about 6 miles from ChahLrdRr 
.\-here the ~ a t u  road branches off from the m:~in rond, the rlscent to the Kotal-i-Katu appears to 
be nborlt tqllal in length and difficulty to that of the Fasak. The descent on the north side also 
pl.esena s equal, it' not greater, difficulties, and appears to be consrdered i~l~practicnble for laden 
mules. Horsemen could, however, go over it. 

Route by  the Saozak pass.-The ascent to the kotul (about 6 miles from ChahLrdar) is 
exceedingly difficult for  camels. Thence the track follows the KIrn~Bjn ZBid dara, which joins the 
Klrilrjiu river a t  Cllakmilk Shekli, about 13 iniles east of Dahhn-i-lskh and 11 miles west of 
Khinjin. This dara being longer debouching at  a higl~er level than the Isk8rJ the desceut 
&om the Stlozak kotal is more gentle than that from the Fnsak. 

Owing to the difficulty of the nscent from Chahhrdar to the kota2, this route is probnbl~ in 
no way preferable ~s a route to that by the Fesak. Great difficulties were experienced by 

the trnusport of the Commission (which followed this route), and it \vould clearly not be correct 

The best rond is down the dara bed, which is prncti. 
cable for ci~mels, but liable to be obstructed by 
boulders. A t  3# miles is the village of IskBr 
under a long spur which projects across the valley 
from the wrstern wntershed. The road, which 
requires widening, crosses this spur by a low nnd 

easy kotal, thus avoiding tlie circuitous course of the streiun. Another path which, leavillg 
S;rr-i-IskLr ascellds the hill to Lhe left and runs a t  high level, excessively steep in ~laces ,  every. 
where narrow, and quite ilnpracticnble for any baggage aninrals, joiiis the main track on the ko td ,  
From tlir kotal the road descends somewhat steeply, and for the remainder of tlre distance follows 
tlre dara, which averages about 200 yards in width, flanked by easy slopes of snndy cl:~y, above 
which nre rcunded cllly and sai~dstoiie hills. The bed is not steep, but is stl.eu7n with boulders 
which are liable to cllarrge positio~i during floods. It affords an easy rand for anything except 
wlrecls. Calnp on the left ballk of the Surkt~Lb, which is crossed by a ford 75 yards wide, 2'deep, 
bottom firlll alld gravelly. The crtrrent is swift, and tlie river would be: i~npassable in flood. 
Calnpillg space for brig& le. Water from the SurkhBb, or (better) from a rivulet which runs 
down tho 1)ahBn-i-Kai6u dara.  
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Rotcte No. 6B-concluded. 
to teport i t  practicable for camel transport under the ordinary conditions of a moving force in 
the  field. 

Table qf Mean Gradietrlu on the ChaAhdar-Fasak road. 
DEB-I-RANGAN TO DEH  TANG^ . Mean gradient 1 in 22 
DEH  TANG^ TO CHAHARDAR KOTAL . ditto 1 in 8'3 
CHAHARDAR KOTAL TO CHAPDABA STREAM . ditto 1 in 10 
CHAPDARA STREAM T O  C H A H ~ R D A R  ditto 1 in 14'4 
C ~ A H ~ R D A R  TO KOTAL-I-FAEAK . . . ditto 1 in 10.8 
KOTAL-I-FASAE TO BEDAK . . . . ditto 1 in 9.5 
BEDAK TO DAH~N-I-ISEAR . . . . ditto 1 in 18 

Note.-It is said that  about 20 years ago Sird&r Muhamad Kh&n brought guns over the 
Chah&r&r p ~ s s  on camels. This route is habitually used by camel RtLfiEns from the end of Mey 
to the middle of October, during which period the pass may be said t o  be open. 

W. P. BLOOD, Lieat., R. I. Pusiliers, 

A emall fortified village. with vegetated plots and gardens roul~d it. Near i t  is a high bare 
hill. Valley here 7 to  1 0  miles brord. The cultivated valley of ChahBrdeh extends to tho east. 
Supplies plentiful ; water from an irrigation channel. 

REYABKB. 

Along a broad, good r o d ,  fringed with willow and 
m u l ~ e r r y  trees for about 3 miles. Here road 
passes through a defile between two hills. Thence 
through gardens and fields of wheat, tobacco, and 
Indian-corn, intersected by water-courses brought 
from the Khbal river. 

No- 
Btagee. 

1 

Names of 8tsge8. 

KALA-I-K~ZI . . 

DI~TANCEE IN 
M I L B ~ .  

Road good all the wny. and passable for wheeled 
artillcry with slight improvement. For 8 miles it 
r l ~ n s  due west, aud then bends south-west. A t  
23 miles a small stredm i~ crossrd, near which 
there is good camping ground, and a t  7 miles the 
junction of tlie Chnngor and Arghnndeh streams 

Inter- 
mediate. 

10 

is crossed. Here thc R6mihn road leaves the Ghnzal road, the latter turning south to the Kotal- 
i-Takht, tbe former ruuning west to rill~ige of B61& Arqhandeh. 

Ample camping ground east of the village. Country open, level, and cultivated, end excellent 
water obtainable from u rnvine close by. (Plev. 7,2001.) 

18 

-- 

.., 
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tion about 8,000'. The descent is also steep and 
~lippery, and l b  miles in length. The rord could with little difficulty be rendered pnssable for 

9) - 27) 
3 

B M  A B Q H ~ E H  . 

Leaving the Arghandeh valley the road enters 
defile, which gradually narrows, and the I(otn1.i- 
S ~ f e d  Kh&k is ascended by R not very uarrow, but 
rather eteep and ~lippery, pnth, woru in limestone 
rock. The kotal is renched a t  about 4 miles, eleva- 

KOT A B H B ~  . 
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Route No. 6 c o n  tillued. 

ne,d-guns, 0' the pnss might be avoided by following the Ohazni road to P h n  Maiddn, and then 
up the KQbal river (*ride Route No. 21), but the latter portion of this road would require 

quite as improvement as the Kotnl-i-Safed Kl~hk  itself, and a considerable detour wodd  
be involved. From the foot of the de~cen t  the road runs west, iltclining sometimes ~ l i g l ~ t l y  

north, sometimes south, - - -  through a hillocky locality, intersected by hill-streams, and covered with 
gravel and co:~ rse pebbles. 

811 supitlies nnlple. A t  Kot Ashru the Mnidin valley is 4 to 5 miles brond, and, folIowillg the 
eourfie of tlie KQbul river, inclines to the south-east; i t  then runs r o u ~ ~ d  the Safed KhQk, which 
lies due end of the village of Iiot Ashru and for~ns, as it were, one numerous village. The gardells 
of tllis valley n1.e really woods. I t  is reckoned allnost the chief granary of Kdbal. The population 
is es t i~n~ted nt cloee 011 100,000. %any Afgbbus live here, but there are also Thjiks and HazQrRs. 

A villnge occupied by AfgliAns and Haziras, one of the sources of the KBbal river. Grass 
acarce. 

Road gener~~l ly  rough and stony, follows left bank 
of KQbal river, through well-cultivated valley. A t  
JBlrez the valley widens, forming all extensive bay 
to the right or north. This bay is irrigated I)y a 
good-sized strenm, which falls into the KQba1 
rivcr. Cultivntiol~ extends from the river to the 

foot, of the mountains on either side. I t  is a mass of fields, forts, and gardens. Beans, peas, 
Illdian.corn, and rice are largely cultivated. Supplies procurable. Grass rather scarce. Ele- 
vation about 7,000'. 

( ? ) lo  
3 

4 

6 

JALEEZ . 

sharp gravel in which pack-animals sink deeply. 

SAR-I-CHASHYA . ( ? ) l o  

6 

47) 

The nscent throughout is considerable, and the valley nilrronrs very rnncl~. 
Camp nt foot of pnss. Water procurable; grass long nnd bad. 

UNAI KOTAL (Foot of.) 

6 

Road up the river for about 9 miles through culti- 
vatiou. Crosses river three times, by substantial 
wooden bridgee. V~rllcy coutracted in places. 
Road very rough, stony, and ttarrow. For the 
last mile or more, road lenves the river to the 
right, and pnsse8 through heaps of shingle and 

Road for 6 miles very fair, occasionally running 
along the slopes of hills. Severtll villages are 
p:~ssetl, with cultivation, nnd the stream is crossed 
several times by fords, and once by a wooden 
b~idge. The l ~ s t  3 miles very stony, with 
two steep but s l~ort  ascents h t  end of stage. 

(?)9 --- 

- very brot~d mountain terrnce, intersected by 
ravines in a meridional direction. It is the watershed between the Helmand and KQbal riven. 
Height est.imnted at  11,000'. C~*ossing the kotftl, there is a steep but not long descent, arid the  
road then descends in a westerly direction, over a tract presenting a wide slope facing westward. 
At intervals i t  is broken by aeep and steep ~~avines, the descents and ascents of which are very 
eligpery. At  the bot,to"ls of three ravines, which extend from south to north, there are generally 
etrenms f lowiq in tile direction of the River Helmand. 'l'he first lavine is crossed a t  the foot of 
tile steep descent f ro~n  the kotal. After crossing these ravines, thc lnrge village of Urt (about 5 
miles) is passed on tile right, situated on an elevated undulating plateau. Passing Urt, the rond goes 
down an open mountail1 hollow ; then nn ascent, followed by a short but rnther steep descent. Rond 
covered with stones nlld boulders. In places patcl~elr of cultivation 011 either side. Road then 
descends over an  open space, al,d a t  nbout 8) miles turns to the north, and for 2 miles follows a 
narrow defile to the bank of the Helmnnd. T l ~ e  left bank is then followed for 1# miles, when the 
river is crossed by a wood and stone bridge 6' wide in great disrepair and quite impassable (Sept. 
1886). About 40 Jaras up stream is a safe shllllow ford with pebbly bottom. 

At Gclrdan Diwdr tile Ab.i-Giljiltni falls into the Helmand. North of the point of junction are 
Perpendicular clikrs, to the east fields of wheat nud barley, and south of it, on an eminence several 
hundred feet high, the fort of Oardan LliwQr., It is held by an  ~ f g h h u  garrison and supplied 
w ~ t h  w&r by pu aqueduct drawn from the Ab-l-(fili&g. At  9pud.n D i d r  the Ab- i -~ i l j ab i  is 

Road up the defile, which gradually narrows. As 

56i 

QARDAN I ~ w A B  . 
68) 

(?) 12 --- the kotul is neared, the ascent becomes very 
slippery, and rather steep. The road is obstructed 
in places by stones nud blocks of granite that 
full from above. The UuQi pass consists of a 
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Roube No. G-con tiuued. 
~ljanned by a n.oodcn bridgc (in 1878 reported to be old and weak), but can also be forded, 
Hltllollgh it ha8 a breudth of 14.0' and a rapid current. The River Helmand brings down a very 
collsiderable ninss of water, its breadth here b4ng from 70 to 115 yards, and its depth frolu 31 
to 5'. Supplies, water, and forage pleutiful. Elevl~tion of fort, about 10,000' ; of viilley, about 
9,000'. 

Another accuunt. 

DnffadLr Muhsmad Akhbir Kh&n gives the fa)llowing account of this stage :- 
Qardan Diwa'r t o  Kha'rza'r (11 miles ?) -Road up the DahBn-i-Siith Sang, n tlefile averaging 

15 yards in width, between cliffs 100' to 150' high and inaccessible. The road is good, having 
been cleared of fitones, along left bank of stream, which is about 6" deep, for 3 miles. Here is a 
big stone over which camels and horsemen can go, but guns are take11 round, crossing the stream 
twice, which hns a gravellg bottom. 

From here the defile is 20 to 25 yards wide, and the cliffs are low and broken. Road good. 
I t  continues thus for 43 miles, when i t  widens to the left. Here is cultivation, and the village of 
S i i l ~  Snng (73 miles). The rond then rises on to a. smnll plateau, and is level for ) mile, when 
thereis a descent for 100 yards to the lagdo, up  which the road 11ow 1e:lds. After t mile is 
a b e ~ ~ d  to  the right, and f mile further OII  KhirzBr ie reached. The roal is good all the way. 

At K h l r d r  tlie road brxnches. The left branch goes to the Koti~l-i-HBj:jignk (vide Route 
No. 68.) ; the right to the I r ik  kotal. The latter is the main rond. About 3 n~iles below IilrLuQr 
on the aardan L)iwdr ro:~d, a road branches westward, which Roes over the Kotnl-i-Klrafz&r, joilli~lg 
the Hhjigak road a t  Icsla Sar-i-Chel (vide Route No. GA).  " ' l 'h i~ road is said to be very good and 
easy on both sides of the actual kotal, but tlie inilnediute ascent aud descent of the ,total are 
difficult for laden baggnge ani~nals."-(ljaffada'r And? Kha'n.) 

7 

the stream. A wall of rock stretches across t,lle 
defile in one place, leaving such a narrow passage t,hat the road ascends hill to left. Guns require 
dl.ag-ropee. A t  about 7 ~niles pnss Siih Knla, a small villnpe. A t  about 10 miles the villr~ge of 
('riIj:~tai is passed sonle distance to left of road. Here the Ab-i-~hArzBr and Al)-i-~ilj:rtai join, 
and belonl this point tlle stream benrs tlle l i~tter name. To the south-west of Giljatai exteuds 8 

rather broad lnountain plnin, which ends on the south in the lofty peak of Koh-i.BAbi, covered 
wit11 prrpetual snow. Hence the road follows the bauk of the A b - i - ~ h ~ r z ~ r ,  and is i~ldiffcrellt ; 
someti~nes 011 high ground, which is stony aud iiitersected with na'lds ; so~netimes in the vaHey, 
whicll is b n g g .  

Dnflad8r Shams-ud-din KhBn says, with reference to this stage, t h ~ t  the Amir's officinle, 
whenever they el~couutered any serious engineering difficulties, have mnde no nttel~lpt to make the 
road, and a t  such points passengers have to trlke to the river-bed. It seems probable that consi- 
derable labnula wo111d be required to mnke this road practicable for wheeled artillery. 

lioom to cnmp in the d a r a  above village. A few supplies. Water and grass plentiful. Fuel 
ecarce. Barley ar~d lucerne cultivated. I n  early Auguet the barley is only just in ear; lucerne 
cut once a year. A HazLra for t ;  elevation about 11,000'. . 

KALA-I-KHARZAB . 11 
'799 

8 

Road 11p the valley of Si&h Sang, down whicll 8 

small rapid stream rulls. Crosses stream several 
times ; wi~ter up to horses' knees in places. Some- 
times a smoothlg-polished road, likean artificially. 
made pavement, extellding along the bank of 

miles the dara bends to the left and is 50 to 60 yards wide. Up i t  to the kotal there is n good 111ade 
road 10' wide, but the last mile of the asce~it is deep,-so lnuch so 813 to be difficult for camels. 

95 
KALA I E ~ E  . • The road ascends the Dara Kh&rz&r, which is 70 

yards wide nlld of gentle gladieut. A good 
stream flows down the darn. The road is made 
as fnr as t , l~e kotal, a ~ ~ d  fit for ~ U I I U .  At mile pass 
Fazil Muhainmad KIlLn, a smnll Ila~nlet ; a t  9 mile 
I<ararnalli; and a t  It miles H~itlarLbAd. At 2# 

(?) 154 - 
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Route h70. 6'concluded. 

TIle soil ie soft, and there are 110 stones. Fmm this point a narrow hilly pntb, fit for baggage 
B,l;mnls, goes rouud by Khesh (to the enst), joiiling the main road a t  the kotal. Elevntiorl of 
kufal about 13,000'. Crossing i t  the descent for 9 mile is steep and rocky. There is a 
p,.ncticnble for camels, but a roar1 would have to be made for guns. Rond then enters a n61d1 alld 

it with n lofty mountain ridge 011 each hnnd. Road now beco~nes easy, and a t  8Q miles 
bccomeS fit for guno. 

g t  8; miles a rocky difficult bit occurs iu the dara,  and the path is forced to nsrend the hill- 
,ide. ~t agnill descends iiito the d a m  a t  9Q miles. For this portion there is only an inferior 
cnmel.track ; road would hnve to be made for gulls. Then for 14 miles road good dorn~l the dara. 
bt 103 miles there is a steep rocky drop in tlle valley bed, and f~.om its toot (10% miles) road 
becomes very bnd, being steep and rocky, to 113 miles. Only IL bad camel-track : gull-road waul,\ 
reqllire considerable labour. At 113 miles the valley opens out, enclosing a smsll grassy chaman, 
nlld r a v i ~ ~ e  with a brook joius 011 the right. Travellers usually halt here. Beyond this point 
there ie a strenin in the valley. 

~t 123 miles vnlley again contracts to 30' to 40' between lofty cliffs, and bed hecomes rocky 
to 123 miles. The path is practicrtble for camels. l ' l ~ e  valley then again opens out and rand 
become8 easy and good. A t  13# miles a sharp descent ill the vnll~by bed to 13; miles ; path fit for 
cnmels. Here is the cave village of Khuda Hakhsh. Road now becomes good and fit for wheels. 
~t 14Q miles pass Kala GhulL111; here cultivation begins. At 14) miles Knla J4fir. A t  14# miles 
Yulln Mohib cave village, whence a road branches to the right over t,he Kotnl-i-Khushkak to Jola. 
~t 143 lnilespnss Kala hladad. A t  15 miles valley contracts for 100 yards to a brendth of 50 yards, 
when it agltiu opens out.. Ro:ld ensy. A t  153 miles p:~ss Kala Sai:td Hassan Slr&h, where the 
valley further widens and is well cultivated, with gardens and trees. 

At Kala l r i k  (or Kala Mirz& Mil-) the Dnrn Ji1ndarg;ll joins left, with a bad foot-path down 
it, lei~ding from KQl6. There is good caiuping ground. Grass and water. Supplies procurable. 

(Note.-Accordiag to " Routes in Asin," i t  would appear that  this stage might be broken by 
campingat south foot of pass (about 5 miles), and on the chaman above mentioned, a t  112 miles.) 

8; Vide Route No.  5 ,  Stnge 11. 
- 11% 1 

W. P. BLOOD, Lieut., B. I. Fus., 
Attache, I. B. 

9 

10 

Route No. 68. 

the vnlley, which is known as Shinfa IrBk and 60 or 70 houses inhabited by SBiads. Road still 
down the wide vallcy to 24 miles, when the road from the Kotal-i-Shibar to IrLk comes in from 
the right. At this point the road leaves the valley, and ascends the hille on the left. 

The ascent is steep, but the rond is made lrud good, and the soil is soft and free from stones. 
NO difficulty for cninels. At  3 miles the top is reached, nnd thence to 44 miles the road, which is 
level R I I ~  good, lies over a platenu about 300 yards wide. At P i  miles the Kotal-i-Kashka is 
reached, where the Sllibar r o d  joins. For reminder of stage, vide Boute NO. 5, Stage 10. 

KUA TOPCHI . . 

B 6 ~ 1 6 a  (Kala Sar. 
kdri.) 

Road down the right-hand side of the dara, pass- 
ing the t idrat  of Khwi,ia Chahiltin a t  + mile. 
A t  mile cross the shallow stream, and continue 
down its left bank. At 1* miles the \.alley opens 
out to 800 yards wide and is cultivated. Room to 
encrimp here. There :Ire two fbrts in this pnrt of 

104 -- 

Good road for baggnge animals, and easy for guns, 
except for I+ miles on each side of the top of the 
kotal, where guns would have to  be aided by drag- 
ropes owing to the steepne~s of the grndients. 
These steep portions nre over open rooiny slopes, 
and no difficalty would be found in mlrkiug zigzngs 

105f 

~ ~ ~ o ~ ' ~ ~ ~ - D A F F A D ~ R  A M ~ R  K H ~ N .  
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Route No.  6A-concluded. 
to reduce tlie gradient. Soil, clny nnd loose rock, e ~ s i l y  worked. Hill-sides destitute of tress or 
vt~getation, except grass. 

For 19 miles gradient extremely gentle, road broad rind easy for wheels up the bed of H&jf. 
gnk ?adla'. A t  ) mile pass villnge DiwBl (right). A 1 4  miles the ndld is crossed, and steep 
a ~ c e n t  begins. Rolid otherwise good for baggage animals. At 1% miles pass village H4igak, 
4 mile to right. At 2 t  miles the summit is reached. "The ridge forming the kotal is a fairly 
broad aud geutly-rounded saddle, nnd there ie a good exteut of level and smooth ground on each 
side of the rond where i t  crosses the crest. l'he slopes on each side of the descent on the llorth 
of the kotal nre moderate nild open, nnd can be traversed by infantry nnd cavalry with enso on 
both sides of the road. Soil, clay mixed with rock."-(Dafltddr Amir Ehdn.) The height of 
the kotal is variously stnted nt from 11,700' to 12,400'. 

Crossing the kotal, tlie descent is steep, over open clny slol~ee, to 39 miles; thence the remainder 
of the stage is easy for guns, gradient gentle. A t  this point village of Zer-i-kotal-i-HBjigak is 
passed (right). 

Prom here to Gumbat the daza is called KBlfi, nnd contains 115 families of DeraghBn HazBras, 
who reside all the year. At P i  miles pass village ZowBl (right) and Naorak (left) ; a t  48 milee 
sin( and Sikh Khik;  a t  49 miles, Kala Sar-i-Dasht. At 5a miles cross the Bari-i-Dasht stream 
by a wooden foot-bridge. The stream lies in n ravine which would require some little ramping at 
eides for guns. Prom this point the  road is almost level. At  5% miles pass Sar-i-Chel, and the 
road over Kotal-i-KhafzBr joins (ride Route No. 5, stnge 7.) Here'Kala Zer-i-Mazlr is on left. 
At 59 miles Dara Jaoklil joins (right) and Kala Kohi and Snfadbid lie to left. A t  6 miles p:~ss 
Kala Dasht ; a t  64 miler Kala Patahak and Kala Niir Ali ; and a t  6) miles Kala L)nh&n-i-Ghar. 
ghara. Here a rocky dara of that  name joins left. At 6% miles Kol-i-Najak ravine joii~s (right), 
) mile up which is village of same name. At 6% miles pass village Shash B6rja. At 69 miles 
Deh Walak ravine joins left. A t  '19 miles pass Kala Beg Muhammad. A t  8+ miles Sadbar 
ravine joins (left), with road down it from AhingarLn near 13BmiLn by the Kotnl-i-Subah, 
This road is good as far as visible, but nothing known of it beyond. A t  89 miles pass Kala 
Khkki. 

Gumbat is a group of three villages on ~ i d e  of valley ; 30 f ~ m i l e s  of Deraghhn HazGas. 
Here bed of valley slid portions of hill-side are cultivated. Fairly good camping ground all along 
the road from Dihin-i-Gharghara. 

3 B ~ Y I ~ N  (Kala Sar. I k 6 i ) .  IBtI 273 I V i d e  ~ o u t e  NO. 5, Stage 11. 

2 

Note.-The Hbjigak lcotal is closed for ordinary traffic by snow for January, February, and 
March. At Zohik they generally get 3' of snow, wh~le up the K&lli valley and on the top of the 
kotal mow lies i n  drifts 10' to 12' deep. 

"The slopes of the icotal could be well swept by rifle fire from the crest. In  any attempt to hold 
the kotal by troops, except as a delaying or rear-guard position, it would apparently be requisite 
to also hold the KhafzAr kotal on the west and the I r i k  on the east. There is no direct communlcrt- 
tion between this kotai and the Irtik lwtal, except back through Kh&tdr .  "-(Daj'adLir Amir Khdn's 
Report .) 

W. P. BLOOI), Lieut., R. I. Pus., 
Altacht!, I. B. 

vantnge of d~sce i~d inc  the whole way, there heing 110 kolal to cross, and for this reason i t  would pro- 
brtbly afford the best line for the construction of a military rond were such a projecat contemplated. 
The distance by i t  is 134 miles. For detailed description, vide DaffadLr Amir ICh4n's report. 

Of the main rond no detailed description is avaiiable. It appears to be well suited for bagcage 
animals, but in places too steep for guns. Prom Gumbat there is a rather steep ascent for 3 
 mile^ to the Kotal-i-Panjpilin. Crossing the kotal there is a very steep descent for 2 miles ; road 
good, but much too steep fi)r guns. For the last 5 miles road descends the 1)ara Topchi, passing 
Kala Panjpiliu (5 miles), and K~tla KB1 (68 miles). Owing to the extreme steepllcss of the ascent 
and desccnt of the Kotn-i-PanjpilBn, this road cannot be reported pr~icticable for a force accom- 
patlied by camel tl-nnsport. 

AG Knla 'llopchi good camping ground, grass, and supplies. Two forts of 25 families of 
TBjiks on left bank of River 1lnmiBn. 

.From Gumbat there nre two roads. One runs 
down the Dara PaimGri (which is the continua- 
tion of the  Dara I(d.16) by ZohLk to Kala Topchi. 
This a very difficult road, in many places only a 
mountain path, and in it8s present condition quite 
impassable for animals. I t  has, however, the nd- 

KALA TOPCH~ . 10 
18f 



Route No. 7. 

FLLOM K O H ~ T  TO K ~ B A L  vid SHUTARGARDAN AND LOGAR VALLEY. 

~ u t , $ o r i t i e s - > f ~ ~ ~ l  CREAQH, V.C. ; AND LIEUTENANT HAMILTON, V.C. 

No. Names of Stages. 
Stnges. 

- -  

1 

2 I I ~ ~ A a i r z i r  . 9 

Tllere is good shelter by day in wooded valley between stcrai and Slierk6t villnge. Troops could 
calnp under trees when the valley is not under cultivation. Water is good and plentiful from river 

froln &mall canal south of surdi. Fair grazing ground for camels, which ehoukl be accompanied 
by a guard. Supplies procurable in  moderate quan1,ities. If required for any consideri~ble nutuber 
of tt.oops, due notice should be given to the Deputy Coininiwsioner of Kolilt. After ri~in, forage is 
ple~~tiful, otherwise i t  is scarce. At 3) miles is MuhammndzLi, population 1,183, ~ i o r t h  of road: 3 
lnile north of wliich is the  small frontier for t  of the f i~n le  name, which commands the UblLn pass 
into the Baz6ti hills and l'irh. The approach to this pass is stony, and the last ) mile of ascent t o  
its summit is %rid to be extremely difficult. I t  is practicable for baggage animals. The Koh& Toi 
is fordable except nfter heavy rain, when i t  is impassable for a time. 

At 6) miles Nnsric-khkl, populntion 554, on south of road and on left brink of Kohit  Toi. 
At 9 miles Chikarkdt, the  population of which numbers 250, is situated a t  the ju l~ct io~l  of 
LBddo nnd KohBt Toi, and is on the left bank of the latter river. The country up to this is 
open slid cultivnted. The hills on the north now close in, and the road crossil~g the LLddo stream 
enters a well-wooded valley (sissoo, mulberry, and camel-thorn). At 9% miles a ridge, 250' high, 
ie asceuded, and a t  10 miles on its eurn~nit  is t he  Spinwhrai pass, so called from the  conspicuoue 
white teulple there which con be seen for  miles round. The I'unjibis call the plnce Chitti-Deri, 
i.e., white ridge. ~t 10 miles Sherk6t village, population 662. I t  hns two wells. No trees are 
t~llowed to be cut  bere, as they belong to the zidral of S h ~ ~ i k l l  AIaf'. The road now descends, and 
re-entering the wood,,d v ~ l l e ~  lends through i t  to the crimping ground. Rand good; crosses 
nulllerous bridged i r r i p t i o n  channels. I n  wet weather t,he count,ry roulld Sherkdt becomes very 
mrrshy, and troops would have to collfine theulselves to the road. The LMdo is gederally d ry ;  
after heavy raiu ill hills would be imp~ssable for  a few Irours. 

SHERP~T . 

tllret: sides; will hold ollly olle regimeut, I t  i s  c a p ~ b l e  of being enlarged a little to north-west by 
clearillg brushwood and stoues. 

Village of IbrQh{lnz&, 603, 500 ynrds south of ~ a r a ' i  on right bnuk of Koh6t Toi ; 
is coulm;~llded by a Ilillock on the north-east on tile same bank of river, a ~ r d  by n rocky ridge to 
the north-west. Supplies as a t  t he  last stage. Wnrer good aud plciitiful froln river, and well 
"uth of village. Firir grazing for camels, which bhonld be acconlpii~~ied bp a guard, on both 
bnllks O Y  river. Forage scarce, but  ofber rHin call be o b t ~ i u e d  toaards Hallgli aud KhwBja- 
Khidar. 

At ! mile cross dry bed of LMdo, Illrge village of Kuz (lower) Ustardi  011 riglit bnnk of 
river south of road; pOyllllltion 1,270. ~t miles romd winds rourld to  the north, nlolig fbot 

l0cky ridge. On sout\l of a low-lying, flat, well-cultivated vnlleg, with village of Bar 
Ustarzii in i ts  centre; popul~tion 847. 

At 3) miles a camel llnd cart-rond leads up bed of KohLt Toi to ~ h w L j ~ - K h i d a r .  
The mnil-cart road ,lp a spur fro111 a ridge 600' high, nud thence down to ~ h n d j a  

Kllidnr, 44 milcs, 

20% 

-1- 11% ... 

1 

On north of road a small kacha-built sara'i, 50 
yards square, wii11 10' high. An oblol~g cattle 
e~iclosure, 90  yards by 30 ylrds, 011 opposite side 
of road, \vith two towers wL.icIi flank east n ~ t d  
west walls of sarai. Ca~ l~p i l lg  grouud north of 

A srniill kacha-built sara'i, 50 yards square, m~alle 
10' high, commnuded by A ridge on the west. 
Camping groul~d nortll-east of sara'i is confinrd 
iind will hold o~ily one regilllent. A n a l ~ o w  step 
of ground ~~or th -wes t  of sarcii, will hold three regi. 
mentn; but i t  requires to be cleared of brushwood. 

sardi  is collfined and conima~~tled by low hills on 
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Route No. 7-continued. 

~t 1 ( l ~ \ ~ ~ j ~ - K \ r i ~ : 1 a r ,  tlintnnt from Koll6t 1 6 i  miles, ttlere ie a police post, rest-house, nith 
khhn,sdrna, snrd;, find p ~ s t  ofice. The thdnn' in fortified and situntetl on the left. hank of the ~ ~ 1 ~ 6 ~  

~ ~ i .  ~t is collllllwll~ed on the north 11t 160 jards by a big11 rocky hill. Camping ground west of 
th,hn&, 200 by 100 jards, suittrble for cnvalry and artillery. A regiment of i ~ r f a l l t , ~ ~  could 
calllp nll(ler trees enst of tha'nd. Good grazillg for call1els; guard necessary. After -l.a,il, 
dhdb grnss obtninnble. Supplies n i l ;  water good hlld plelitiful frotn river and flsom a spriIlg 

011 left brink, 100 jards I~elow the thn'nd. 'l'he RohSt Toi bed nal,mrvs considerahlg llrt,e, 
the river flowing through a confined rocky gorge. The hainlet of Towzhra lies on opposite side 
(bank) of the river ; po~ullrtion 158. 

~t 56 lniles cross' Ohurbin stream, just above its junction with tlie Kolrht 'l'bi village of 
sollth of on right bauk of Ghurbin; populntio~i 330 This village is surroullded 

with cultivation. At  8) iuiles road ascends R low kotal i111d thence descends to Ib1.8ltimzii. l'his 
is good throughout. At 4f milcs, just before reaching Kliw6.ja-Khiddar, i t  passes along the 

face of a precipice just above the Koh6t Toi. Carts and guns would with difficulty pnss e:Ich 
other a t  this pnint, which requires widening tlnd clearing of stones ; a stout rniling should also be 
h i l t  on the outside. 

Road for this  stage passes through hilly country covered with dense ecrub jungle and difficult 
for rnilitRry operntions. On soiith of rond, ~ n d  between i t  rind the rivcr, there ie some ~ u l t i v ; ~ t i ~ ~ .  
A direct r o ~ d  leads from Kol16t to IbrBliimzbi, pnssing through t.he villages of Bar and J&i, 
The Ghurbin is fordable, except after heavy rain, when i t  would be impassable for a short.time, 

3 

the road. The lnrge village of Tdgh, population 
2,008, is on the right bnnk of river s i t u ~ t e d  on rising ground, commandetl by low ii~lls  to the 
north and east. Tliey are, however, a long way off. There is a great deal of cultivation ronnd 
it, much of ivhich is irrigated.. The camping ground is to the  north of the villnge between tho 
mrdi and police post. It is level, and lnrge euough for  a .  brigade. Wate r  good aud plentiful 
from river. 

There nre t ~ v o  wells near the  sa~a ' i ,  but  the water from them is not good. Fair grazing for 
camele, which should be nccompanied by a guard, in hills across river. After rain good dhu'b 
grass is procurable. Supplies procurable, except for a large force, wheu they would be gnt by 
civil authorities. Road now follows left bank of Kohtit 'I'oi close under a precipitous rocky ridge 
on north. At 1) miles B~rbAr M6la population 166, on left bank of river, surrounded by cultiva- 
tion. Road now leaves Kohdt Toi valley and strikes diagorially acroes an open brancll valley from 
north-west. A t  3 llliles i t  paeses close under a rocky ridge (south of ror~tl) and continues along 
it for a mile. On the south of the road are some hamlets occupied by Orakzhis. A path lcads 
from these hamlets into t.he Orakzbi hills. At 4 miles the rond, passing tl~rougll a narrow gorge, 
re-enters the KohAt Toi vnllcy, which is here well cnlt~ivated, and frcm 1 to  l a  miles wide. At 
4b miles cross ndln' by sunken blidge. Hab le t  of Knrkishhh soritll of rond. 

At 5 )  miles I-Iarrg6, 26f miles from liollht. There are here a dbk bul~galow, post office, 
tR6nd, and sumhi; also n teinpor~ry telegraph o8ice. 'I'l~e poptrlation is nbmt  2,453, and the 
elevntion ~ b o v e  the sea 2,600'. H u e  vinr, prarll, and mulberry trees are nlimeroris. Hangli is 
the principal villnpe of the Miranzii valley, ~ n t l  the residence of tlic? Ich811, \rho is rrlso t:tl~sild:rr 
a11d head of the Samal f:~ction. I t  is a place of no strength, b ~ ~ i n g  sitciated close under steel, Itills 
on the nnrth nnd west. Tlris place is said to be very feveris11 owing to tlie great ~ i n o n n t  of irri- 
gated cultivation in its neigllhourllood. There are two celebratetl z i a ' r a t . ~  herc. Good camping 
ground for two regimente east of d i k  bungalow. Water good and plelitiful froln nnmerous 
~pririgs;   upp plies procu~able; grazing for camels north of village. After rain good f ,rape obt :~i~l -  
able. There is a road from Hairgli to the 6r : tkdi  Irills among tlie Pstnnl inhnbi~nl~ts ,  over which 
tlie Khin possesses great iltfllleuce. At 6$ miles a pnt.h strikvs off north-west to D:trb;trrd, at1 inde- 
yendent villnge of the hIt111n-Kh6l O r a k d i ~ .  The road now leaves tlie high l1i11s on the ~lortll and 
enters an open undulating vnllcy, nbout 2 miles wide, covered with brushwood jnngle, with here 
and there a little cultivation. At  7& lniles n well. At 8f miles Ismiil-Bnnda police poet. S1tra11 
village of Bogbthu, popu1:rtion 281, is 1 mile south 01' road on right bank of Kolrht Toi. Ismnil 
Baoda, 1 mile north of road. 

A t  lo$ miles Lower KotkLi village, popr~liltion 173, on left bank of Koh&t Toi. At 10+ miles 
KotkLi police post and village of Upper Kotkhi, population 126, on right banlc of Kohht Toi. 

At lo$ miles, u~~br idped  ndld liable to freshets from rniu in the 6rakz6i hille, ensy gradienls. 
At l lf  miles, dry uubridged nd l i  with eauy t~sceiit nnd descent. A t  12) miles, Htrr Abris I<hCI, 
population 363, on right bank of Kohdt Toi. At 124 milee, Tdgh I)epr)rtment Public Works 
rardi. On npproachillg T6gh the country opens out iuto a lcvel plain. Road t l ~ r o u ~ h o n t  this 
stage g d .  Ocnernl direction up to  Hang6 east nnd west, from Hangfi on ~outlI-west. Tho latit 
2 milcs of thie etage is clny soil ; likely to become hcavy nfter rain. 

124 T ~ Q H  . . . . 1 A kac7ra-built snra'i, 60 yards square, wrrlls 10' 
33) high, cattle-yard attached, with ttro towers a t  its 

corners, which flnnk it and the sardi, which is 
situated + mile soutll of the road and on left 
bauk of Koliht Toi. There is a police post on 
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Houte No, 7-continued. 

a 0h0g time ; nearly always fordable,- 
At 6 i  miles cross Khwnr na'la' (drg), which runs down from TdrBw4ri. It is crossed juet 

above its iunction with the Shali. left bank 18' and steep, but good ralnp for r o d ,  right bank 

- 
Ram~sxe. 

-- - 

A large stone.built village, population 889, OD left 
bank of K4k na'la', which is a tributary of the  
Shali. The aara'i and oattle-yard join on to the  
village. The village, which is on an offshoot di 
Narihb, is situated on rising ground. Camping 
ground good northeast of village ; will hold 

low, &la' ced 150yards wide and rdugh and stony. 
At  73. miles a small police post on a mound on the left lnnk of a bridged mddd. C o u n e  

open and undulating, dwarf-palm jungle on both sides of road, with patohes of cultivatioa ohiedlJ 
on the south. Noad good throughout. Soil stony, in pert0 clay. 

three regiments. Wltter good from springs in hill side south of village about l+  mila .  The 
KBk stream is subject to freshets. 

Dik bungalow a t  foot of bluff, 4 mile south-east of village ; on this bluff a fortified bungalow 
is being built. Fair grazing for camels, which should have R guard on hills south of village. 
supplies and forage as a t  previous stage. At 2 miles dry unbridged adla'. A t  8# miles dismantled 
police stution of Mozsm-Tal60, where water is scarce, but procurable from a small tank where it 
is muddy. At  3 milev a path leads to large village of Mad-Khoja (Muhamad Kbbja), 2 milea 
south of road and situated on right bank of KohQt Toi on the side of a hill. The population of 
this villnge is 2,075. There is a great deal of cult,ivation to  the north of this village, which ie a 
hnmlet of K4i. The inhabitants collect water in tanks which bectlme dry in the hot weather, 
when it is scarce. At 5 miles cross the Kohht Toi, here dry, on the right bank of which is a n  
abandoned labour sarcii. Hills on the south close into within 100 yards. A t  59 miles K6i police 
poet, and large village of K&i, 1 mile to north of road ; population 2,111. This village is situated 
In a very strong position a t  the end of a low ridge of dong hills, and i t  is surrounded by n wall 
not loopholed and in bad repair. The land between KBi aud the hills on the south is under culti- 
vation. 

At  6% miles cross the  watershed between tributary stre:lms of Koh6t Toi and Kuram river. 
Qood grazing for cattle on open plain after rain. A t  7 miles is a pond. 

Road now passes through low-lying clay ground for mile, and then skirts a low ridge on 
north. Between 7 t  and 8 miles a small winding nhld is crossed four times ; no bridge, but 
gradients easy. At  8$ miles, country undul~t ing and covered with dwarf-palm jungle on both 
eides of road. A t  9% miles hamlet of Srazmnka on right bank of KQk. A t  1@ miles croes a small 
ndla', a tributary of K&k. Road good for this stage. Hetween 7th and 9th miles lir~ble to be 
heavy after rain, soil being clay. Paths lead from Sar6zBi to Nari6b 6 miles, and to T6r6whri 6) 
milts. Population of NariLb 2,545 ; of Tbr&w&ri about 1,562. 

s 

No 
of 

S ~ n ~ c s  

- 
4 

A strong masonry fortified police thctna' situated 
on high ground, 400 yards nortb of Shali stream. 
It contains a post oflice and rest-house. Sarcii 
and camping ground on main road, a ehort dis- 
tance north of tha'nci : are of the same wnstruo- 
tion as those a t  former stages. A Public Works 

- 

Narnem of Stage@. 

S A B ~ Z ~ I  (Elev. 2,970') 

DIRTANCEE In 
M I L K # .  

Department sav& is attached to camping ground north-east. of sara'i; camping grouud for two 
regiments, capable of enlargement to north by clearing brunhwood. Water good fro111 river and 
from spring n o r ~ h  of thcinci. Good gra.ss obtainable here and a t  Doiba after rain. Supplies as 
before. 

H,oad leads from here to  Darsamand (distant 19 miles, population 2,387), and through it to 
Tbr&w&ri, distant 69 miles. From latter village a ka'fila route leads through Z a i m ~ k h t  country to  
BalCsh-K11e1 in Klirani valley. 

At  1 mile road from KBi joins in. 
A.t 2) miles cross KBk ncilh. At 3 miles strongly-built village, Dodba, population 603, 

situated in a level open plain. There is a fortified 1)epnrtment Public Works bunplow east of 
village. From Do&be a good road leads to TdrhwLri, distant 5 miles. This road would be very 
heavy after rain or much trafFic. 

At 3+ miles cross StLrlgada na'la', just above its junction with the KBk, these two streams 
joining from the Shali. The StSrlgadn stream is subject to flseshets, when i t  is impassable for 

63 
6 

Intcr- 
mediate. 

11 

-- 
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Route No. ?-continued. 

No. 
of 

Btngee. 

- 
At 3% .miles leave b1.d of Shali by somewhat steep ascent, difficult for carts, but i t  can bo 

traverwd w~thout  ncc~dant. 

6 

At 44 miles two roads lead up to the Machdba plateau. Easterly road is the cart-road, and 
about 4 mile longer than tile westerly one, the last 150 yards of which is a very steep ascent. A t  

' tbe'junction of these two roads the Thal-Bhali water-channel is ageill crossed. 
A t  6 milea both roads unite on platenu (Mach6b.u). 'I'here is a fortified sar i i  and post here, 

Nsmee of Strgee. 

elevated plateau on left bank of Sangrdba. The S~ngrdba  is generally dry nfter heavy rain, 
solnetimes impass:rble for 3 or 4 hours. It is about 2,690 feet above sea-level. Thevillage of Thal, 
population 1,968, is on the opposite bank of this gadld, and 18 miles lower down it than the camp. 
I n  the village of Thal is a sa&i ~ n d  police station. Supplies procurable. Water good and plenti- 
ful from the following sources : (1st) spring b mile east of village ; (2nd) spring on left bank of 
Sangr6ba just above Thal village ; (3rd) from Kuram and Shali rivers. The Kliram is generally 
fordable ; it rises considerably in May, when snow melts on the Safid I<6h and Shutargardan, 
and after heavy rains, which generally occur in the Upper K 6 r ; ~ m  valley in June  and July, it is 
bridged near Kapilinga, but the bridge is genernlly carried away in rains aud hot weather. 
Grass very scarce. Grass-cutters must go out towards Grandior and DoLba for it. There is ample 
ground tor encamping a large number of troops here, the following sites being the best :- 

( 1 s t ) )  ground for a brigade south of camp on plateau ; 
(2nd) on same plateau camping ground for a brigade east of camp ; 
(3rd) camping ground for a brigade on right bank of Sangrdba above Thal village. 
The village of Thal, m already stated, is 14 miles lower down the Sangr6ba than the camp, 

and on that stream's left bank, and about 2 or 3 miles from the east foot of the Kharlimlik hill. 
I t  is surrounded by a good stone wall with two gateways. There is a portion of the village about 
60 yards frum the msin villege on the high bank of the 8angr6ba This bank is being gradually 
washed may, so in all likelihood the hamlet will ere long disappear. 

On a hill on the opposite bank of the K6ram river to Thal is a tomb called Pir-SQbuk, 
about which the inhabitants say they know nothing, it having been built before their time. It 
is in good repair and does not look to be very old. A road by the right bank of the K6ram 
river leads up to Klil.aln fort aid Kapifinga, HazLr-Pir, rlnd 1)arwizgLi pass. 

I t  is not now used, but  it was the road taken by Sir F. Roherts in 1878 on the A f g h h  war 
commrncing. Another rollds leads from Thal to Ban6, distant 42 miles, through tlle Turi-Kh4- 
Waziri country, vid ShLmil river, or, as i t  is cnlled by the natives, KhBtli. This road is practica- 
ble for all arms, but difficult for guns on wheels. The Kliram river is nearly always fordable, 
but the following are the best fords to cross by :- 

1st.-From 'l'hal village,just below the water-mills to eouth of Pir-SBbuk's tomb above noticed. 
2nd.-About 200 yards below the bridge, where the stream opens out aud runs through 

eeveral channels. 
3rd.-From below ieolated rocky hill, south of Thal, to 100 yards below a conspicuous white 

mound on right bank, crossing the river diagonally. 
4th.-Crossing the Shali proceed down its left bank for about 2 miles and cross direct to 

Biland-KhC1. On 28th July 1880 the water in none of these fords was deeper than 2 feet. 
The lnnd round Thal ie very productive, growing large quantities of wheat, bljra, jowir, 

barley, and cotton; most of this is irrigated, but about one quarter is unirrigated. On the 
opposite bank of the! Kriram, and about 4 miles lower down than Thal, is the large villnge of 
Biland-Khhl, population about 3,000. Thieves who mid the camp are said to be harboured by 
the inhabitnnts. 

At  2 furlongs cross nnl?.ow d l h  known as GhwQlo ; steep banks being scarped, gradients 
easy for carts. At 1 mile Taru-kh61 on south of road ~ n d  on right blink of Shali, surro~inded 
by cultivxtion. At 1 mile 6 furlongs, M6m6 d l h ,  shallow nnd stony ; village of MQm6, an off- 
shoot of Darwmand, populntion 200, on left bank ~ o u t h  of road. Road now skirts low hills on 
north, covered with dwarf-palm jungle ; at 3 miles stony bed of Shali joined hereby a tributary 
from Mbmri ; a police post and square stone tower on right bank of Shali comma~ld its bed, along 
which road coutinues for next % mile. 

'THAL (Camp) . . 

R s r ~ a x s .  
MILES. , 

.- 

'74 - 

In!er* 
medlate. Total. 

- 

60% 
A frontier post a t  junction of Sangrbba lad16 with 

K6ram river and on left bnnk of latter. I t  wag 
one of the chief stations on the line of communi- 
cations of the Khram force and the headquarters 
of the Lower K6ram Brigade, and had a large 
garrison. There is an entrenched camp on an 
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and 200 ~ a r d s  to its nortli, on the northern edge ol ' the plateau overlooking Bangrha did, is 
thb hamlet of Habib BBnda, from which a path leads up the Sangrdba nhlh to Zaimdkht country 
and joins the TdrQwQri kaJila road a t  tlie village of Chinarnk. 

For next 24 miles road follows 11ol.tl1ern edge of Machdba plateau to Thai camp, situated on 
its eastern extremity. Thvougllo~t this stage the countrg is hilly and covered with dwarfmpalm 

c a m e l - t l i ~ r ~  jungle. The  oil is very stolly. Rond good t h r o u g l ~ ~ u t .  
From IiohQt to 'Shn1 the road is good, practicable for all arms and for country ~l~~ 

general direction fr3m Iidhnt to BstarjQi east, from that to Thal south-east. A Government 
tongs dik and bullock train run between KohBt and Tha1.-(Creagh.) 

7 

&en camping grounds nre used. Supplies from Thal. Water from river. Good grass procurable 
&fter rain. A t  other times, and especially in winter, grass is very scarce. Fair grazing for camels 
in hills on right bauk of river. Grazing guard necessary. Firewood scarce. 

On leaving Thal, cross stony bed of the Sangr6ba na'ld, about 250 yards wide. After heavy 
rain io the Zaimbkht hills i t  is impnssable for 3 or 4 hours. A t  2 mile cross deep na'la'by 
nlasonry bridge. A shallow stream of good water trickles through it. Leave Thal village 200 
yarda south. 

At 12 miles cross two na'lds-the first unbridged ; the second is crossed by a low bridge, 
unsafe for guns. Ramps could easily be made for guns just abovo the bridge. 

At 14 miles old camping ground OD high ground overlooking bed of the KGram. It is com- 
manded by hills on the north. Three regilnents could encamp here. Low-lying rice-fields below 
the campiug ground extend to river bank for 400 yards. 

At 2 miles take the upper road ; slight ascent for a short distance. The lower road leads to  
Kapibuga post ; on right bank Kbram. I n  cold season river crossed by a trestle bridge; a t  
other times by two fords-(1) 200 yards below bridge-water when river not in flood 24' deep ; 
(2) 150 yards above bridge-water 2' deep. Prom Ilapifinga a road leads t o  Kdram up the right 
bank of the river-via Hazer Pir and DarwSzgai pass. 

At 2% miles cross deep narrow ~za'la', running down from the KQdi Mfikh mountain. I t  is 
liable to freshets after rain. Masonry bridge across it. The old road to Chapri branches off here 
to the north. 

At 2 miles 3 furlongs cross a small na'la' by masonry bridge. At 2h miles road leaves river 
bank, aud turns north, to avoid a steep bluff overhanging the river and the bridge. An old rained 
fort on top of this bluff. A t  29 miles road rejoins river bank, and follows up it for the rest of 
the march ; direction north-west. It leads along the base of the Torghnr hill, which rises from 
600' to 800' above it. The Kfiram river lies 250' below the road ; banks precipitous ; river-bed 
about 600 yards wide and stony. 

At 3 miles 3 furlongs small fortified post of Kapifinga, situated on cliff on right bank of the 
K6ram. Distance across about 650 yards. A path leads from this post into Waziri country 
through Maidtin. 

At 4 miles 2 furlongs a Khatak road-post, and another a t  44 miles. 
Below the road, on river bank, a campin,o ground for one regiment and its baggage animals. 

The road a t  this point is narrow ; guns and carts could not pass each other. After heavy rains 
lt is also much cut up by small landslips, which render i t  temporarily impassable for wheeled 
carriage and guns. A broad stony ndld joins the Kfiram here on the right bank. A little water 
in it (in August). 

At  6 nliles 2 furlongs a zig-zag path leads up to the top of the  Torghar hill, on the summit of 
which there is camping ground for 500 men, who would have to get water from the river, along 
left bank of which a narrow strip of rice cultivation extends for half mile. 

At 6 miles furlong river leads through a narrow rocky gorge, bed 80 yards wide. The 
rocky hills on the right bank to within 250 yards of the road, which uow leads for a 
short distance along the face of R cliff. Guns and carts could not.pass each other a t  this ~ o i n t .  

At 7 milev 1 furlong the old road vid the KBfir kotal joins In from the north-east. Cross 
ndld from KQfir kotal, gradients easy, the entrance to which is guarded by several ~ h a t a k  posts. 
There is an unfinished trestle bridge across this na'la'. The bed is stony and covered with dwarf- 
palm jungle. The now bends west-north-west and continues s~ to Chapri, the road continu- 
ing up its left bank, with low hills on the north com~naqding lt .  

A t  7 miles 3 fllrlongs good camping ground for SIX regiments on both Sides of the road. 
Low hills on north should be held by picquets at  night. If troops are encamped south of the road, 
low " sangas" might be built on that side of the tents to prohot the men from fire from the 
right bank of the river, the hills on that bank being within 4.50 yards range the 

E 2 

CHAPRI (2,270') 9Q 
69# 

A fortified post and sardi on line of conlmunica. 
tions, Kbraln Force, on left bank of Kfiram river. 

Camping ground for two regiments on north-west 
nnd two regiments north of the post. LOW hills 
approach to within 150 to 350 yards of the post, 
and would have to be held by picquets at  night 
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Route No. 7- continued, 
A t  7b miles cross stony adla'; gradients e isy;  bridge broken; camp for two regiments on 

d g h t  bank, ~ o u t h  of road. The same remarks as above apply as regards picquets, &c. 
A t  8 miles 2 furlongs crofie stony aa'la' ; ea8y gradients. A Xhntak post on its left bank. 
At 8 miles 6 furlongs oross a s~llall deep aa'ld by a wooden bridge, which requires strengthen- 

ing if guns are to  oross it. 

N.B.-The Kfiram river is fordable throughout its course, except after heazqy rain, when i t  often 
rises suddenly 4 or 5 feet above its usual depth (which is 24'). In May and June i t  is also much 
,tuolkn from maws melting on the Safed K6h range. 

neceseay. 
On leaving Chapri, cross a small adla'. The road continues north-west throughout the  march 

up the left bank of the Kliram, and is commanded by low hills on the north about 300' high. 
A t  + mile cross narrow deep na'la' ; gradients easy. At  1 mile a Khatak post. A narrow strip 
d rice oultivntion on the left bank of the river for the next mile. 

At 11) miles slight ascent for 163 yards. A t  one mile 7 furlongs cross a aa'la' from the 
6 r a k d i  hills. Dwarf-palm jungle on both banks. It ie watched by a Khatnk post ; gr:~dients 
easy. A t  2 miles slight ascent from the na'la' for 4 mile. There are two roads-the lower has the 
eaaler gradients, a.nd is the  wider road, but not quite finished. A short cut up the river-bed 
avoids this ascent. A branch stream of the  river has to be forded. It would not be passable 
when river is in flood. 

At 2+ miles AhmedishLma, a fortified post on the right bank about 450 yards distant, 60 
yards square, 10' command ; camping ground for a brigade south-west of the post. 

A t  3 miles a Khatak post. Average breadth of road here onlv 114' : descent aradual. 

A stone-built fortified post and sara'i on a small 
plateau about 100 yards from the left bank of the 
Kliram. Camping ground for two regimenh 
nortli and north-east of the post. Spurs from 
a high rocky peak, which rise to a height of 1,000 
north of post, approach to within I00 to 360 

kt 3% miles cross r n i l &  a t  the f o d  of the descent. The &or% c u t u p  river-bed joins in here. 
From na'la' a gradual ascent to a low kotal. There are two roads. That on the soutl~ is the better, 
i t  being wider and the gradient0 easier. Gradual deecent to Mandori. Maize and rice cultivation 
fo south of rohd. 

yards of it, and would have to  be held by picquets a t  night if troops were encamped here. 
The small stone-built village of Mandori is about 250 yards west of We post on the river bank. 

A narrow strip of cultivation lies between it and the river. A portion of the village is on a 
rocky spur, aome 100' higher than the post. Small quantities of rice, straw, bhzisa, and firewood 
obtainable from village. Bulk of supplies from Thal. Grass procurable after rain ; in wititer 
amce. Water from springs in river-bed ; fair grazing for camels in hills on right bank. Guard 

8 MANDOBI (2,870') • 4-4 - 

9 

738 

hill on south within rifle mnge of camp. Camping ground for two regiments 200 yards nolth 
west of poet, close to the most easterly of the Alizii villages. 

This ground could not be used in wet weather, i t  being low and soil clayey. A regiment of 
infantry could encamp on a low rocky spur, 1 mile up the road, towards Shinak and south of it. 
There are Eve villages of Alidi. A belt of cultivation, 300 yards wide, extends between them 
and the river bank. Rice and Indian-corn at  this season (August) ; the former being now cut. 
Suppliee of rice, rice-straw, white bhzisa, cattle, fowls, milk, and firewood procurable i ~ r  fair 
quantities from Alirii and from the villages of Bogha61 on opposite bank ; other supplies from 
Thal. Good water from springs, in deep na'la', 200 yards south of post ; supply insufficient for a 
large force. River-water 400 yardb distant. Grass scarce, except after rain. Fair camel-grazing 
about 2 miles north-east in low hills. Grazing guard necessary. The road leads through the lower 
part of thevillage of Mandori, and continues level for l a  miles, direction north-west. Another road 
winds up to the north over a low kotal, and, passing round the upper portion of the village, rejoins 
the main road a short distance beyond the village. For the firclt mile, the road hugs the high 
rocky hill on the nor th-wt ,  a narrow belt of rice cultivation lying between i t  and the river ; gurs  
or carte could not pass each other here. At 1 nlile cross irrigrttion channel, 4' wide, by wooden 
bridge. At I t  milee a slight mcent up to a low kotal, road turning slightly north. A branch road 
ia being made following the river bank, whioh will avoid the kotal and be quite level. Hills rise 
to h u t  300' on either side of the kotal, and are held by Khatak posts. Descent from Rota1 
rteep for curtr. 

A fortified post and sora'i, sitrlated about 350 yards 
from tbe left bank of the K h a m ,  on a sloping 
plain ; clay soil, cut up by ravines. 

Camping ground for one batttbry, or one cavalry, 
or two infantry regiments, on long narrow strip 
between east face of post and raviny ground; 

A L I Z ~ I  (Elevation 
3,070' ; temporary 
Poet Office). 

78 - 818 



Route No. 7-continued. 
A 1) milee oross R narrow na'ld; gradients eaey, for the rest of the march the road oontinucr 

north.west, skirting low hills covered with small bushes, and keeping about from 200 to 800 yard8 
from the river bank, along which occasional patches of rice cultivation are met with. 

River-bed tiom h to 9 mile wide aud stony. 
~t 2 miles 1 furlong cross a stony na'ld froin the 6rakzhi hills. Small village of BddshRh-k6t 

on oppoqite bank nbout i mile distant, with a nnrrow strip of cultivation atljoining it. A path 
leads froin it across the Shab Klih hills into Khost. After leaviog the nd16 there are two 
roadg-fimt up river-bed, paasin:: below a conglomerate cliff, 86' high ; second winds up a gradual 
ascent, and passes over the top of the cliff. First is the shortest and is perfectly level, and can 
s]ways be used, except after very heavy rain, or when tho river is iu high flood from melting 
snows. Where these roatls branch off. there is camping spaoe for two regimenh. Dwarf-palm 
jungle require9 s little c1e:lring. Hills would have to be held by picquets. 

~t 23 miles the road ascends for 2 furlongs over another cliff. It is steep and narrow for 
oarts, and has no railing or protection on the cliff side. Guns would have to be taken over very 
orlrefully. A bran1.h road, wider and wit11 easier gradients, is almost completed. I t  is the lower of 
the two. At 3 miles 1 furlong foot of descent. The road now continues level for most of 
the way. 

At 3P miles camping ground for two regiments. Low hill on north should at  night be held 
by picquets. 

At 3 miles '7 furlongs cross a shallow stony n616, banks covered with palm-jungle, on right 
bank. Camping ground for one regiment at  41 miles. Rice cultivation dong left bank of river, 
snd between i t  nnd the road ; i t  continues up to AlizQi. River bank preoipitous nnd 16' high. 

At 5 miles 1 furlong pass thrmgh a grove of palm, ~issoo, and o:tmel-thorn trees. Villnge of 
Jelamai, ahout 4 mile from right bank of river, surrounded with cultivation, 1 4  miles distant. At  
6 miles 6 furlongs cross shallow stony nald. 

At 6 miles a small village (one of the Boehdi villages) on opposite bank of river, with oultivation 
on either side of it. A t  6 i  miles a zigzag leads over cliff; gradients easy. A short cut avoiding 
this ascent leads up the river-bed, and crosees a shallow branch stream. I t  would be newly alwaye 
passable for all arms. Camels are generally taken by this path. 

At 6 miles 5 furlongs cross a narrow deep na'ld, just nbove its junction with the KG-. It 
is being bridged ; a few springs higher up its bed supply Aliz&i post. 
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ing ground for large force la  miles north of post on broad plateau, and for one infantry regi- 
ment on plateal; 300 yards north of post. 

Supplies (vide AEz6i) procurable from two small villages of Shinnk, immediately below the 
post and north-west of i t  ; nlso from the villages near Hazer Pir Zilrat on the opposite bank ; 
other supplies from B~lesh  Kh6l dep8t. Water from spring, 260 yards north-west, near the nearest 
village of Shinak, and from river mile distant. Grass plentiful after rain ; at  other times scarce. 
No grazing for oamels. 

A stream from the DarwQzgai pass joins KGram on right bank near H l ~ d r  Pir Z k t .  A 
road leads up i t  tlrrouah the I)ar~bz,oai pass to Kiintm (two marches) ; eeasy gradients. 

A path also leads from HazBr tYr, due west by J lg i  Mrlidbu, illto Khost. 
For first 4 mile from Alidi proceed north-north-west aaross n sloping plain out up hy shallow 

mines ; soil clny; then skirt low hills, 100' high, on north anti north--st. 
A t  1 mile pass through a outting in a low spur from these hills. The five villages of Alidi 

extend up to this spur, and between them and the river bank is * mile of cultivation. Villaces 
?f Boghdi and Amsa Khel lie on oppsite bank. For the next 3+ miles aoutinue north-west, skirt- 
lllg low hills on the east These are offshoots from spul s of the Zaim6kht mountains, which are 
about 5 mila  distnnt, m d  some 3,000' higher thnn the river-bed. Between the road and tho river 
there is continuous oultivation, rice and maize, from f to 4 mile wide. Rivor bank precipitous, 
10' t-0 12' high. 

At 13 miles cross s h n y  na'lo', 60 ynrds wide ; ~mdients  easg ; pmbab1.v bm~ornri lp impaes- 
able after heavy rain in hills. On its right bank, west of ro ~ d ,  small village ~ d i a d  K h h  ( B a n ~ k h ) .  
Village of Munda (WBli) Kala on opposite bank. 

At 2+ miles bridge across irrigation channel broken. Road for short distance passes over 
low-lying ground liable to be flooded after ruin. 

At 3 miles orom st0n.y ndld, 60 ~ a r d s  wide; easy gmdit~nts, liable to freshets. village 
of Samand Kala (Mole Khbl) 100 yards from its right brrnk and west of-road ; alld 011 high steep 
left bank of a smaller ndld a village, stone-built, wall 8' high round lt, and one tower. six or 
Seven villages of Ball; Amin extend for 2 miles up  riph t bank of the K L w ,  11) midst 01 rich 
cultivation, a narrow belt along river bank. 'I'hese villages q e  of fair size, and have high mud 

SHINAK (3,390') . 6+ 
-- 

' 

879 
A stone-built fortified post and s a d i  on plateau, ) 

mile from the left bank of the Kdram, about 300' 
above it. Camping ground for two I-egiments, 
south and south-east of post on the plateau, and 
for four regiment8 in narrow valley north-east of 
post, on either eide of main road to KGram. Camp- 



h'o~tbe No. 7-continned. 
w a l I ~  round thcm and lofty towers. From Ballf Amln a path leade over n, low kotal soutll. 
west into K b o ~ t .  

~t 3$ miles a~nnll fortified village of Yarra (Moro Kh61) west of road, and close to it. 
~t 4 miles 3 furlongs rond leaves river, and proceeds north for next 2 miles up a narrow 

valley, ~ b o ~ i t  4 lllile wide. It follows up the left bank of a stony ~za'ld, 100 yards wide, steep 
banks, high. Low hills coirtinue parallel to  the rond ou either side, some 200' high, stony 
and covered with brushwood and dwarf-palm jungle (especially on east). 

~t 4 miles 6 furlongs pass small village of Rawali (ZaimGkht), 300 yards west of road, a t  the 
end of a spur overlooking the KGram river. Hazir Yir Ziirat on opposile bank. 

Opposite Raw~li,  on both eidee of the road, there is canlping glound for three regi~nents ; 
water froln river ) mile distant ; low hills on both sides would have to be held by pic uets. 
~t 4 nlil~s 7 hrlougs cross a narrow deep ndlri, easy gradient, watched by a Khatak post. 8 n  its 
right bauk camping ground for two regiments. 

~t 5+ miles cross by a causeway a nd21 from the ZaimGkht hills, 24 miles east. At 5 )  
,niles cross the main udla', 80 gnrds wide. The road to Balesh Kh6l continues up its right 
bank. lioad to Shinak proceeds for !j mile north-west up zigzng to top of a plntertu, and 

i t  to  the post. Carts and guns could not be taken up thie zigzag, the turn being too 
sudden and gradients steep. They should follow Balesh Kh61 road for 4 mile, and then up 
nn easy slope to tho post. 
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nights by picquete, which also watch adjoiuing ndlds. Camping ground for two regiments 
between these spurs and the post ; ground low-lying. I n  wet weather troops should camp on 
plateau north-east of post, where there is ground for a large force. Wnter from Kdram rivsr and 
I<urmana stream, distant 200 yards and 3 furlongs respectively. Supplies from large village of 
Sudda and from Balesh Khkl village. Rice and rice-straw plentiful. 

Camping ground for three regiments on stony slope on the north-east and west faces of the 
enclosure. Gr:~ss (dhdh and hill) plentiful after rain ; n t  other times scarce. Camel-grazing 
good at foot of BIusazii hills, north of post (2) miles), also in hills behind village of SangiBna, on 
opposite bank of river. Strong grazing guards should be sent. 

From Shinak proceed due north along narlow plateau. A t  1 mile main Khram road joins in 
on opposite bank of river for 28 mileq. There is a narrow belt of cultivation between river and low 
stony hills. I t  is studded over with about 15 villages of HBzir Pir and Mindak, all protected 
by high mud malls and lofty towers. River banks both sides precipitous, from 50' to 10' 
high. On east of road, and situated on hillside. 2 miles distant., are the ZailnGsht villages 
of Zelarnai and Nirami; slight criltivation round them. The plateau now widens to 100 
yarde, and is covered with low bushes and dwarf-pnlm, aud on the enst is cut  up by several 
deep na'la's. 

At l b  miles road turns north-east. Plateau from 600 to 700 yards wide on west and 100 yards 
on east of rortd. I t  is here pretty clear of stones a r d  bushes. Ample ground for two brigades of 
all nrms. Water from river from 3 to 1 mile distant. A t  2 miles 3 furlongs road turns north-west 
and descends along left bank of a narrow ndla'; low hills 50' high on either side, and only 100 
yards apart, and covered wit11 dwarf-palm jungle. A t  29 miles cross deep stony ~zdld from 
Zain~Gsht hills, 250 yards above its junction with the Iciiram ; gradients easy; might be 
temporarily lmpa~sable after heavy rain. I s  watched by Khatak post. For the next 4) miles 
the road continues north, skirting low hills of conglomerate, 100' to 60' high. On the east and on 
the west continuous cultivation, from 200 y a ~ d s  to + mile wide, descending in terraces to river 
bank, which is precipitous (in parts 70' high). Cultivation chiefly rice and maize and a little 
mu'ng clhol. Karrow l~atcl~es  are also occasion~llly seen on the right blink. 

At 2; miles small vlllage Madshiih (Ilang~~kli)  on left bank of river ; mud walls, 60 by 100 
yards, 12' high ; onv lorn tower. ltocky hills on right bank now rise almost perpendicularly from 
river, 800' to 1,000' above it, and so continue for rest of march. A t  34 miles two roads ; keep 
to l o ~ e r  one. A short slight ascent to small stoiie-built village, Ghershai, on low hill east of 
road. Tho othor road is a short cut, too eteep for carts, and leads over spur behind the 
village. A t  4 miles 1 furlong cross o valley mile wide leading up to ZailnGsht hills ( 3  
miles distant); cross stony na'ld, Kalli Khwara, temporarily impassable after rain, 200 
yards wide, left bank low; right bauk precipitons, 60' high, but easy gradient. Nn'ld bed 
covered with bruehwood and d~varf-palm. Hamlet of Osakh on right bank, 100 yards weat 
of road, stone-built, and one lofty strong tower. At  5 miles cross shallow stony ndla'. On 
ito right bank, west of road, 1s the fair-sized village of Durkni : two lofty towere ; rnud wall 

89 -- B A L E ~ ~  K H B L  
(3,500'). 954 

A fortified post and sar&, about 150 yards from left 
bank of KGrnm river. Two spurs from a stony 
plateau, which slope down from the Musaz&i hills 
(2) miles distant), approach to  within 150 and 
250 yards of the post on the north and north-east 
respectively. Towers on these hills are held a t  



Route No. 7-continued. 
round 11' high. Fine chinar aud mulberry trees. Water from adla' all used up in 
irrigation. Road now ascends very gradually through a well-cultivated valley, 3 mile wide. 

~t 3) miles pass through a grove of mulberry, wild olive, and camel-thorn trees, a t  base 
of low conglomerate hill east of road ; 400 yards west of road is the small hamlet of Dnr6ni 
(shinwig Khrin on river bank ; one tower. Small village of Kuchah on opposite bank, with one 1 tower and a litt e cultivation. The road now again skirts low hills on the east, and so continues 
fir the next 2 miles. 

~t 59 miles a Khatak post. River banks on both sides precipitous ~ n d  90' high. A t  6 
low-lying ground for 100 yards, liable to be flooded after rain ; and then rise gradunlly 

to a low kotal for 600 yards. Descent for 150 yards through a grove of palm and wild olive 
trees. 

Road for next mile level. 
At 7 miles 4 furlongs road leaves the  low hills on the east, and passes through extensive 

cultivation. Cross nn irrigation channel 5' wide by low wooden bridge. 
At 7 miles 3 f u r l o ~ ~ g s  large village of Sadda, adjoining road on east ; four lofty towers. 

Village surrounded by wall of mud and stone, 10' h igh ;  two or three water-mills, several fine 
chinar trees. A road used by ka'$las leads from here through Zaim6kht country to T6rBwBrf 
in the Upper bliranztii valley. 

At 8 miles cross Kurmana stream, which flows down a rocky bed, 100 yards wide from the 
north-east. In  August 6 inches of water. I n  May and June, when snows melt on Safed Koh, i t  is 
from 1 to l a  feet deep. Lef t  bank ~ t e e p  and high, but  easy gradient ; right bank low. I t  joins 
the K6ram river 200 yards west of the road. For the  next 3 furlongs the road leads through 
cultivation, terraced fields leading down to the  river bank. 

plentiful. 
A t  7 furlongs small village of Rigi. Village of Sungina on opposite bank, built on a mound, 

with towers and surrounded by rice-fields. 
At  1 mile a ruined village on the top of hill, north of road ; a t  11 miles Khatak post. Road 

for next 4 mile passes through a grove of mulberry trees, A t  1+ miles cross shallow stony ndld, 
300 yards wide. Fields for next 1: miles studded with mulberry and camel-thorn trees and a 
few chinars. At  3% miles good camping ground for two regiments north of road, a t  mouth of a 
stony na'la'. Some grazing for camels I+ miles up the na'la'. Gradual ascent now for 300 yards 
UP @tony ylope. Low hills on north recede 150 yards. At  3+ miles oross a stony ndk&, 30 srds B wide ; gradients easy. On its right bank, nt junction with the Kriram, are the fortified sar i and 
large village of fbr8himzhi, both south of road. It is surrounded by rice cultivation, studded over 
with large chinar trees. Two hamlets of fbrBh,himzBi are on the opposite bank of the river. At 
4 miles 3 furlongs low ground ,for 150 yards ; slight ascent thence to village of Sundar Kot 
(4 miles 6 furlongs), situated on a conglomerate spur south of roe?. Hamlet of Garbanoo on 
opposite bank. At  4 miles 7 furlongs cross small, shallow, stony nald. A large ndld joins the. 
KGrarn an opposite bank. At 6 miles low ground ; low hille reoede 200 yards. Gentle mcent 
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which is perched on the top of a rocky point, 560pards distant, on right bank of river and 
some 400' above it. 

Adjoiuing the east face is the hamlet of Bangitin. 
This is a fair camping ground for two regiments, of sloping ground, on the right bank of a 

stolly na'lci 400 yards north-west of the post and north of the road, opposite the small village of 
Sodst-i-Kaln. A regiment of infantry might also be encamped north of main road, on a stony slope, 
250 yards north of the post. Water from river and from a spring immediately below the post, and 
south of i t  in river-bed. Supplies (as a t  former posts) procurable in small quantities from neigh- 
bouring villages. Grass procurable after rain ; a t  other times scarce. Camel-grazing very 
scarce. A little may be picked u p  on the banks of the n61a' leading up to the village of 
Jalandari, 5 miles north-north-west ; grazing guard necessary. On leaving ljalesh Kh6l the road 
and river turn north north-west for the  first + mile, and then continue north-west for the  
remainder of the march. On the north the road throughout skirts low stony hills from 100' to 
150' high, and south of i t  there is a continuous belt of rice, maize, and moong dhall cultivation, 
descending in terraces to the river bank, and varying in width from 200 to 400 yards. Slight 
cultivatioll on right bank ; rocky hills rise from 600' to 700' above river. 

At  6 furlongs road passes through a narrow cutting in a low spur of conglomerate. Two 
laden camels could not pass each other here. The cutting oan, however, be avoided by taking 
a path leading over the spur ; easy gradients. The village of Balesh Khkl is on this npnr, 60 
yards north of road. It is stone-built, wall lo1 high, and has three lofty towers ; rice-straw 

103) 

WALI MUHAMAD 
KALA (3,700') . A high mud~walled enclosure, 75 yards x 60 yarde, 

wall from 14' to 16' high. Entrance on east 
side. I t  is situated 250 yards south of main road, 
on the steep left bank of the KGram (here 60' 

8 

high), and directly opposite the village of Maora. 
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Rode No. 7-con tinued. 
up stony slope oovered with dwnrf-pnlm. Three regiments might camp on i t  north of road, if 
necessary ; 160 yards south of road (5h miles) village of PBk6bi. TWO towers, fine chinar trees. 
Hamlet of SaidQn on opposite bank. At  5 miles 5 furlongs cross deep stony ns'la', 30 yards wide, 
bauks 10' high'; gradients easy. 

Skirt hills again on north, now 60' high. At 6 miles pass thl.ough cultivated valley, mile 
wide ; low ground. Irrigation channels all bridged. At  69 miles cross stong na'la'. 40 yards 
wide. A little water in it ; rest of i t  taken up in irrigation. Village of Hus6n Ali on right bank 
a t  junction with Kiiram. Follow u p  na'la' bed, 300 yards north,and then strike off north-west 
across a valley, 350 yards wide. One hundred yards further up the right bank of the na'M is the 
ZiBrat of Hazrnt AbbBs. At  7 miles cross a deep stony na'la', 30 yards wide. Banks 15', but 
grr~dients easy ; that up right bnuk would be difticult for camels after rain, soil being clayey. 
A little water in na'la', most of i t  being nsed in irrigating fields. Hamlet of Maidal on the right 
bank at junction with KGram. Two hamlets and village of Bc suttu on right bank of river. A path, 
direct across the hills from H a z h  Pir Zi6rat passes behind this village, and. crossing the Kliram a 
little below WBli Muhamad Kalrr, leads up its left bauk to Kliram fort. I t  is used by country 
carriers as r short cut. I t  is passable for mules, and avoids the I)arwhzgLi pass. 

From na'la' proceed for 200 yards through rice cultivation. TWO bridges, which require 
repairing, ncross irrigation channel a t  this point. 

At 7 miles 3 furlongs the road skirts the low hills again on the north, and for the next 
) mile is lined with fine mulberry trees. In parts road is low-lying, and liable to be flooded 
after rain. 

At  7i miles leaves the  main road, and descends south by cross-rond, 260 yards, to WBli 
Muhamad Kala. This cross-road would be difficult for raniels nfter rain. 
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available, but usually irrigated for cultivation. Village of 13angi on left, 60 yards distant. 
At 600 yards from WBli Muhamad Kala road rounds small spur on right, which commands 

it, and then crosses a small dry na'la'; cuttings through both banks, 86 yards long, 15 
feet deep ; banks of ra'la' steep and broken, 10' high ; alternative footpaths t o  right and 
left ; soil light nnd Atony A t  600 yards from WBli Muhamad Kaln passes 44th milestone 
from thal, still commanded by low spurs on right. A t  880 yards i t  crosses two smnll watercuts, 
bridged. Steep spur here commands on right, 30' high ; continues for 200 yards. Road, 
descending slightly, pmses through richly-cultivated fields Village of Rarnkarell 300 jards 
to left, low spurs still commantling road on right, level and good ; river bank ) mile distant on 
left. A t  1 mile from W61i Muhamad Kala, small cutting and steep spur on right, winds round 
fields, level and good. At 45th milestone from Thal village of Amalkot, 200 yards to left, built 
on banks of small na'ki, dry. Road crosses na'la' ; banks low and easg : no impediment. Leaving 
Amalkot, road winds round several low spurs, nll commanding it, between which is cultivation 
and deep irrigation cuts. For  the next 3 mile road rises slightly, rounding a steeply ~ i s i n g  spur 
o n  right, till the village of Sultdn is reached, built on bigh ground commat~ding the approach 
by road. 

SultQn, a large walled village ; good ~upplies. River P mile to left. Here road, hitherto 
running north-west, takes a brnd more northerly, rises slightly for mile, skirts low spurs on 
left, descends, passing 47th milestone from Thal, and croaes a na'la' 200 yards broad ; banks 
low and sloping on the right bank. Four hundred yards to left of road is the village of Agla, 
large ; supplies plentiful. On right bank of na'la', cutting 10' deep, 24' wide, winding. 
100 yards long. Country open and passable both sides. Road, rising slightly, crosses open 
grassy plain not commanded. Rich cultivation a little distance to left. extending to river 
bank, 1 mile distant. At summit of plain pnsses 24th milestone from Thal ;  couutry round 
e-ily pnssable for oavalry and infantry. For the next half mile road good and level, apt to  
h o m e  rather heavy and cut up in places after rain, but easily drained or avoided. It then 
entare cultivation, and a t  49th milestone from Thal passes t l~rough village of Bukhtiwar. 

supplies procurable. A t  ) mile from Bukhthwar passes village of Shabian, small ; 
around these villagee much irrigated, and watercuts carried aoross road, over which 

are small planked roadwaye from 3' to 4' span. A t  ShabiBn road crosses small nula', dry ; 
banks high, but descent and ascent of eeRy gradients, through small cutting on right bank, 
whence ~t rises slightly, passing over terraced fields. Country open both sides. Road not 
commanded, good, level, and wide till 50th milestone from Thal is reached. Here road 
deecsnds to Kdrman Toi, 100 yards wide ; water a t  most seasons; banks high, precipitous, 
and broken ; descent on left bank by a ramp parallel to  course of na'la'; soil light, with 
limeehne, sh in~le ,  and boulders, easily worked away by water ; KGrman Toi subject to heavy 
flaade ; rosdway on left bank liable to be oarried away. On left-bank, and to left of road 

1128 
At 50 yards from W4li Muhamad Kala road crosses 

small na'la', dry ; left bank low ; small cutting 
through right bank. Camping ground on right 
on terraced fields, which are kept uncultivated 
for this purpose ; soil light, easily drained ; room 
for a small brigade; other grounds in vicinity 

K ~ E A M .  
(4,9003 

9B 



Rozlle No. ?-continued, 

of Mistokbt, smnll : few supplies. Right bank of KGrman Toi low, -cent easy, 
through two small cuttings, 15' deep. At the 51st milestone from Thal, village of 
seedar&, small ; supplies procurable. Road here crosses small na'ld, dry ; banks low and 
wy. TWO roads lead from here into the station of Kliram, 4 mile distant--one to lefi 
oro~ses a n61d with rather steep gradients ; one to right, ascending slightly, crosses open 
field, till i t  descends, a t  600 yards further, through cutting illto na'la' bed ; gradient ewy, 
16' deep; roadway 24' wide; mila' 100 yards wide; hanks broken, irregular, and precipitous 
in places ; several springs in bed ; water for greater part of the year. Hosd ascends right bank 
through short cutting. A t  200 yards froin cutting, road crosses a narrow deep ndla' by planked 
bridge, 15'span ; bridge 12' wide. At  this point the precincts of the Kliraln station are entered. 

Khram, a large station, two forts ; mud walls 20' high, mark nort,h and south bound. 
aries, connected by redan traces ; walls mud, loopholed, along which huts are built. Forts 
800 ~ a r d s  apart, joined by good, broad ronds, lined with trees Water from springs west of station 
good and plentiful ; quantity of water in subsoil, which rises to a font or two of surface in many 
places. Soil generally damp and heavy ; climate fair ; fruits and vegetables of all sorts grown in 
lt~rge garden Country round K6ram open and fairly level, but iutersected by many dry, 
except after heavy rain ; supplies plentiful. Height 4,654' above sea-level. 
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Three hundred yards from KGram, road dewends 
through short cutting to a &la', 100 yards wide ; 
bed stony ; several springs ; liable to heavy floods 
after rain. Road goes through deep cutting on 
right bank, 1 5  feet deep, 60 yards long. Banks 

SHALOZHN FORT . 
(5,960'.) 

cutting easy ; soil light, mixed with quantity of limestone bonldet.~, easily worked into by water. 
Or1 the right bank of ndla' a road, branching to left in a westerly direction, leads to Chal~kani,  and 
a track to right leading north goes to village of Zergn, and thence to Agam pass, over Sated Koh 
range, into JalhlAbid valley. Country open and uncultivated ; road not commanded. A t  900 
yards from Kliram, small nhla', dry ; short cutting, easy ; direction nf road north-west. ~t 2 
mile from K6ram crosses ndld ; banks low, easy ; floo(is after heavy rain. Road, rising slightly 
over open uncultivated stony country, passes 1st milestone from Kliram (from tbis point 
forward the milestones are not numbered, and all distances will be reckoned from Khram), 
At 1 mile 500 yards from K6ram crosses small na'ld, sit~lilar to last ; road gradualiy rises. 
At 1 mile and 3 small ndln', similar to last. A t  2 miles 250 yards small ncs'fd, similar to 
last. Country same as above. A t  2 miles 350 yards small ndld. A t  2 miles 450 yards 
smnll ndla', no impediment ; road dips and rises from a hollow. At 2) miles crosses deep 
na'td, 30 yards wide ; banks steep and broken ; descent rather steep ; ascent easy ; liable to 
heavy floods. A t  2 miles 1,100 yards crosses wide mild; left bank rather steep, right bank 
easy ; country open and uncultivr~ted as  before. At  3 miles 60 yards crosses similar ndkd, 
120 yards wide ; banks irregular and broken. At 3 i  miles crosses a na'ld 250 yards wide, 
banks low and e;lsy ; no impediment, except when in flood. Hoad rises gradnally, good and 
wide ; country open, snme as before. A t  4 miles a branch road to left leads to south of fort 
ShalozBn ; the upper road to right leads to north of fort, and is the better one. A t  44 miles 
road dips through low cutting, bank low, 100 yards long ; small cattle pond on left ; soil light, 
boggy after rain ; road level and good At 6 miles road dips a little ; apt to be much cut up 
and heavy for wheels after rain. A t  5 miles 4.00 yards cattle pond on right. At 5) milee 
ndla', banks low, no impediment. A t  5% miles a track crosses main road leading to villaae 
of Shalozin. At 5 miles 950 yards small ndla', banks steep ; cutting on right bank ; small 
cattle-pond on right ; cutting 50 yards long ; soil light, apt to cut up after rain ; banks 10' 
high. Road here turns slightly to right over grciss, marked by stones on either side; 
level. At 6 miles small na'ld; deep cutting both sides ; easy gradients ; floods after rain ; 
country as before. At  6 n~iles 100 yards small cutting. At  6 miles 300 yards orosses small 
deep ndld 30 feet wide, spanued by wooden bridge ; small cutting either side ; road level 
and good ; country open. 

A t  7a miles small ndld cutting; no impediment. ShalozBn fort on left ; climate good; 
country round open, suited for camping large numbers of troops ; water from irrigation cuts 
and village of Shalozlin, 1) miles north, good and plentiful ; supplies abundnnt ; timber and 
stone for building purposes procurable in great quantities from foot of Safed Koh spurs, 
about 2 miles distant ; small village Nai Kni south of fort. 

of na'la', steep, irregular, and broken. Gradients of 

7# 

16 
1313 

P A I W ~ R  I~OTAL 
(8,5801.) 

A t  600 yards from the fort the road dips through 
small ndld; a few trees here. A t  2 mile small 
pond on right, and road crosses small ndld by 
slight wooden bridge. Tbe rond here descends 
by an easy gradient to the Shalozin ncs'ld, 500 
yards wide, dry except after rain; stony bed; 
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Route No. ?'-continued. 

banks high, but sloping, in places steep and broken, ascends the right bank. by easy gradients 
from thIs forward the milestones cannot be distinguished from other similar piles of stones placed 
a t  irregn!:rr iuterv:~ls). A few huts and coltivation on right bank. A t  l a  miles from ShalozQn fort 
a small deep &In', crossed by s1~:11l wooden bridge. At  this pond a branch road to left leads to 
road south of fort ; country open and uncultivated ; road rising gradually. A t  13 miles small 
cutting; road dips into a hollow, crossing :t small na'la'; banlts low ; no impedime~~t.  At 2 miles 
site of old eucntupment ; country open and uncultivated ; road descends to bed of na'ld. ~t 2) 
miles tlry srnnll c n t t i ~ ~ g  easy slopes ; road crosses broad hollow in ground, in which are several 
dry nn'ld beds ; small ; no impediment. Road rises gradually. The lower spurs of the Safed Koh 
range are now approached, about 2 mile distaut ; country same as before. A t  3) miles crosses 
sinall na'la', 8 fret deep, by wooden bridge, 30 feet span. Ndla'dry, except after rain. At 3f milee 
crosses s ~ l ~ a l l  na'ld', dry. Road rises gradually ; a little cultivation on left, round villageof Lutmai, 
slightly commauded by rising ground on right. 

At 4i miles deserted villnge of Habib Kala, built by Afghin troops ; would hold one 
regiment infantry and one battery. V i l l ~ ~ g e  commands road ; water from small cuts taken 
from Spin Gawsi. Rising ground and spurs of 8afed Koh range behind village. Road 
here crosses Spin Gawii, left bank low a t  point of crossing, commauded th~oughout  by 
right bank ; ndEh bed 700 yards wide ; stony ; near right bank water runs in a deep 
channel after rain ; road carried on causeway ; breakwater up stream to divert the current, at 
times very strong. At 5 miles on right bank of Spin Oawii, village of Paiwar or QGndi 
KhGl. A group of hamlets on high commanding ground, which slopes in terraced fields 
towards road. To left, and close to road, is village of Turseb. About one mile down right 
bank village of Sl~arm KhB1. Prom bed of Spin Gaw&i a track branches to  right of main 
road up the ndln' leading to the Spin Gawii Kotal. Leaving the bed of the Spin Gawii, the 
country is no longer open. Road, passing through richly cultivated and irrigated fields, 
is commauded by the village on the right ; fields, divided by stone banks, narrow li~nes, and 
i r regul~~r  cuts, are passable only by infantry, and that only when not under irrigation. 
Road beyond village still commanded by high ground to right. A t  5$ miles small camping 
ground ; water good and plentiful ; supplies abundant ; descends deep na'la' ; left bank ramped ; 
easy zigzag ; ascent on right bank easy; na'ld banks steep, rocky, and broken, impassable in 
many places ; commanding groutid on right recedes slightly ; country on both sides covered witb 
jungle growth and hclly-oak trees, 10 to 15 feet high. Road gradually descends to a small 
picquet tower on right. A t  5+ miles crosses a deep adla'; descent nnd ascent commanded on 
right ; slopes easv. Up this na'la', about 1 mile, small village of Ghundeh. Road descends; 
coulitrg same as before. View shut in right and left by steep spurs + mile distant on either 
side. The gorge leading to the Paimir ICotal may now be said to be entered, and road commanded 
till kotnl is renched. 

At 6 miles road crosses deep na'lai; easy gradients of descent and ascent; small picquet 
tower on left ; country more shut in on right ; high spurs commandiug road ; country same 
as before. At '7 miles crosses deep na'la' ; descent rather steep : ascent easy ; banks steep, 
rocky, and broken, passable only in places ; ndla' bed com.manded from high ground on 
right ; small picquet tower on right. Up the ndld about $ mile small village of Gubazain. 
Road now rises gradually up to kotol, commanded on both sides ; country same as before. 
For, the next mile the  road is fairly level though rising till 7th mile ; jungle undergrowth 
ceases, and cultivation appears on left. 

At  74  miles two knolls from adjoining spurs on either side completely command the 
approach. Small campiug ground here on left.. Water from village of Turrai near road and 
a t  the mouth of adjoining ravine. The road now rises eteeper, crossing a small lza'ld bed, till 
it reaches and passes through cultivation : steep pine-clad hill sides rise precipitously on either 
side, forming a gorge 100 yllrds wide. 

A t  9t iuiles a s ~ ~ l a l l  water-tank and cattle-trough on right. TJp to this point the road is 
good, with no dificulty for wheeled carriage; but  now the final ascent of the kcta2 commences. 
Road rises by a succession of uteep zigzags, wide and metalled ; guns could be taken up by 
hand-ropes ; hillside covered with pine trees ; soil rocky, little or no undergrowth ; sides of road 
built up in mally places. About quarter of the way up a emall spring to left of road. 

At lo+ miles the summit of the kotal is reached, and road passes between small hills, with 
fairly level spaces between, suitable for encamping a large force. Drinking-water from spring, 
a short way to right and below k o h l  ; supply good and abundant. Spring and cattle troughs 
about 1 mile beyond kotal. A bridle-path to right leads from the Paiwhr Kotal to the Spin 
Gawii Kotal, situate about 2 miles to north. Path good and practicable for pack animals, leads 
for 1) miles round steep and wooded hill sidee, till it debouches on an open grassy plateau, ) mile 
broad : excellent camping ground ; wnter and wood in abundance. Crossing the plateau, the 
summit of the Spin Galvii Kotal is reached. To the west of the plateau a path leads to the 
villagee of Gundi and Zabardaat Kala, the l ~ t t e r  on the main road from Peiwir Kotal to AIf 
Khdl md the Shutargardan pms. P ~ i w b r  Kotal could easily be defended from a direct attack 
from the east or K h m  side, as the steepness of the hill-sides allow of but few approaches, which 
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be defended by a few men. A n  attack from the west by nn enemy advancing up the 
garjib v:~lIey would be difficult to  guard against, as the  formation of the hills affords 
facilities for turning the position. The country to the  north is bounded by the steep #lopes of 
8ikardm, tlie highetit peak of the Safed Koh, 15,620' above the sea-level ; while to the south the 
,idge descends to the K6ram river, cro-set1 by the Istiah and Strimnnder Kotals and the ManKillr 
paas, which latter is the easiest, though most circuitous. General elevation of the FaimLr Kotal 
,g5001; climate good in the sunlnler ; the  cold in minter is very severe : unlimited amount of 
timber for building purposes in  the vicinity ; mnny kinds of fruita and vegetables grown in the 
lleighbo~rrina village 

Ali Kh15l is a large village of some 50 enclosures, each in  itself a little fort. Forage scarce ; 
little grazing for cnmels. Fuel abundant. 

Road runs through Haridb valley (the valley of 
the river of that name which rises in the Sika- 
r im peak of the Safed Koh range). This valley 
is highly cultivated, and quantities of rice, maize, 
pulses for cattle, millet, peas, wheat, &c., are 
grown in terraced fields, for the  irrigation of 

which water is carried from t h e  Har i ib  and its confluents, the Lalidar and Kharshatal streams. 
The average height of the valley is about 7,500'; the climate in summer is very fine, but in 
winter i t  is very cold, snow lying thickly on the ground, and preventing winter communicntion 
between the various villages for a short time. The high ground under the mountains by which 
the valley is surrounded, and the mount:~ins themselves, up to an elevation of 11,000', ale covered 
with forest of various kinds, seven-tenths of whichis deoddr, ~ i t h  Pinus excelsor, Alves, Smithiana 
aiid Uvbiana, and edible pine in certain localities. 

For first 2 miles to Hari ib  river the road descends a t  gradient of about 1 in 30, passing 
thl-ough a narrow defile, ancl csommanded a t  about 150 yards on each side by low pine-clad hills, 
which could be easily traversed by infantry. These hills are themselves commanded by other 
nnd higher ones to  the north nnd south. 

At 4Q miles from Paiwir Kotal, on left of road, are springs of good water, from which the 
late garrison was supplied. A t  these springs a small stream rises and flows into the Haritib 
river. The road runs along its right bank. 

Just before arriving a t  these springs, the  defile through which the road runs is joined by 
another defile from the north (through which a path runs to the Spin Gawii Kotal), and widens 
out, forming an almost c i~cular  grassy basin about 300 yards dinmeter, narrowing a t  its eastern 
end, through which the stream from the eprings finds exit between steep banks, about 10' high 
The road runs through a cutting here on the stream's right bank, and all arms, except infantry, 
would have to  confine thelnselves to i t  for about 70 yards. Having traversed this distance, the 
hills on each side recede from the road, and for about half a mile ths  route runs along fairly 
open country to the  Hari ib  stream, which i t  crosses by a rough bridge with stone (kacha) 
piers. This blidge is liable to the action of floods. The banks of the Hariib stream are low, 
and it affords no obstacle. Having crossed the stream, the  road bifurcates, the northern road 
being the longel: by about half mile ; (i) the southern or river road follows the right bank of 
the Hanib,  running soutll-west to BiBn KhBI, being commanded throughout by the pine-clad 
heights of the MangiBr range ; (ii) the northern road takes a line east for about 29 miles, and 
then turns south-east. It is not commanded by the Mangiir heights. Bifurcation 2) miles from 
PaiwBr Kotal. 

(0) Northern road ascends from the bed of the Haridb by a zigzag of easy gradient, and 
paQses tlainlet of Zabardast Ka l ;~ ,  coneisti~lg of a small enclosure forming a detached fort with 
dilapidated tower. Camping ground for two brigades, used by Afghin troops rls a cantonment 
prior to 2nd December 1878. 

A t  3) miles crosses Sergul stream ; bed about 200 yards wide ; banks low. Water runs in  
several chilnnels, the main one being cros~ed by bridge similar to above; no obstacle. 

At 4i miles Bilut na'ln', crossing which road runs south. This na'ld has precipitous banks 
nbout 15' high ; descent and ascent by gradients of 1 in 7. 

At 6 miles passes through village of Lower Hil6t on left b ~ n k  of Lalidar stream, oon~isting 
of about 5 houses, each detached and forming a small fort in itself. This is typical of all JQji 
vlllagee. About 800 yards up this stream, and on the same bank, is the village of Upper Bur- 
Bililt a t  the mouth of the LakarLi pass. Lalidar stream is about 200 yards wide with precipitous 
banks, of which the left commands the right. The road descends into the na'ld bed by a zigzag 
of 60 yards, gradient 1 in 20, ancl leaves i t  by a ramped ascent, 3 mile long, cut a t  an eaay gradient 
In the right bank of the na'la', paralled to its course. This ascent is commanded by the village 
of Petta on the right bank of the ndla' and by that bank itself. About 79 miles passes Ali 
b g i ,  a h~~rn le t  100 yards (?) to right of road, beyond a small mild. From opposite this village 
road traverses a high uncultivated plateau, on which (on left of road) is ample camping ground 
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for n large force. Here nre some ruined buildings left by troops of Sir Frederick Roberts' force 
cantoned on tthe plateau, BiLn Khkl camp, in 1878. Wood and water ~blentiful. At 8 milee 
descent by zipzag of easy gradient into Kllurshatal stream, which crosses and passes at  9 miles 

of llirin Khel, situate on low ground surrounded by cultivation. 13ed of this stream 
about 250 gnrds wide ; bnuks high, steep, and grassy. water-supply fair, rising from springs 
in the n(il& banks. This northern road passes through terraced fields for the inost paint, and 
el] wheels nrld animals would have to keep to it between Zabardast Kala and Ril6t. However, 
esl~ecially to the uorth, cavr~lry might work, though not with facility, the  ground being very 
stony nud much cut up by ~ta'la's. 

Bibu KhBI, near which the 2nd or river road rejoins the northern road, is a collection of 
small 11amlets like all Jriji villages. 

(b) River. road.-From bifurcation 29 miles from Pniw&r K o h l  continue along riglit bank 
of H:~riLb under Znbardast Kala, which commands i t ;  hence for next mile over stony ground. 
At  4) miles passes vill.lge uf Ku~kai ,  and shortly after Sliarif Kala, wliere road crosses mouth 
of Slrerpul na'ld. At 5 miles croeses molitli of L:~lidrir strel~m a t  its junction with the Hariib. 
At 6a miles the road passes linder the village of Stir Kaln ; a t  7 miles ascends by steep cutting of 
200 yards (too narrow for guns meeti~lg to pass) Prom river bed, and by a similar desceut drops 
into the Kharshatal stream, which crosses and joins northern road a t  79 miles. This " river 
road " is oominanded tliro~lghout by the ManziQr range (see above), and by the right bank of 
the HariBb nnd the vnrious villnges beneath which i t  passes. 

Proin junction near BiQu Kh6l the road continties along the right bank of the  HariQb to 
within 200 jards of Ali KhB1, where i t  turns off to the right. 

A t  109 miles pnss under Aliined KIIBI. opposite to which village a track leads v ib  the Istiah 
Kot111 to Kachkina in KGram, nnd the Siirsurang defile, pnssable for mules and infantry, and 
forms an nlternative route to rhe PaiwQr. At 12P miles the road which from the junction near 
Biin HhBI is commarlded by the spurs of the AlangiBr range passes through the village Ali Kh61, 
situate on the Keria. n small confluent of the HariQb. Ali Kh6l is a village of the usual J4ji 
type, and consists of some 50 enclosures. Hcnce the road ascends to tlle camping ground already 
dmcribed. 

Throughout this route camping ground lins been calculated as for troops equipped with 
lnountain battery or sepoy plls ; heights have been taken with 11 pocket aneroid, starting with 
Thal as 2,700'. 

17 D E ~ ~ K A L A  . 

the worst of the defile, being confined and commanded by broken and high hills. Troops 
marching should crown the hills on left benk. Draiknla is a small village situated on left bank 
of the stream, and is a fair place fop the bivoriac of a brigade. 

9 
-- 
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SIBKAI T H ~ N A  . 

Road, passing over high plateaux above the village, 
descends iuto the bed of the Hazir-darakht 
stream, and follows left bank. Pass the J6ji 
villages of ShLmu Kh61 and Kokibm a t  5 miles; 
continue in a north-west direction ; crosses and re- 
crosses t,he etream. This portion of the  road ie 

8# miles arrive a t  Karatighh, and then t h ~  ravines of Leo-a1-Gud join the stream. This is the 
point where opposition would probably be met; the ravines extending far bnck and ground much 
broken. This position should be held until all the baggage has passed through. 

Road turns to the west. Continuing along left bank 
of stream, the ravine opens out after Draikala; 
pass JQji  ThBna (which is a ruined 40 yards 
square building) st 6 miles; then the road goes 
aloug the bed of the stream, stony bottom; 
general direction south-west-south. A t  about 

lo# 
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darakht stream, and the position being cnsily turned on its left flank. Rehind the kotal, aud 
to the north of it, is a red hill commanding it, now occupied hy s sm:lll GbilzLi tower. This ie 
again commanded by a high bill OII  the left front called " Karnran Tang," whicll is the key of 
the position from the SurkhBi Kotal to the Shutargardan. From top of tlie kotal there are 
two roads-one to the right descending into tlie valley of K b i m  Kh&, and one to the left leading 
direct to the K h i m  Kh61, the road descending by a gradual slope to the Th&na, which is 11,000 
feet above the sea, 50 yards square, but completely commanded t y  the  Kamrang Tang hill on the 
south of it; distance of deecent 24 milee. 

DOBANDI . . Road turns to north, and goes over the crest of the 
hill by an easy ascent and two zigzags, with the 
exception of the crest, where i t  is steep. This 
position is quite uutenable without artillery, and 
even then is very milch exposed, being com- 
manded by hills on the right hnnk of the Haz4r- 

9 - 171k 
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Almost immedixtely after the pass is srrrmounted, the road turns sharp rot~ntl to the left, add 
ronllds down a spur, which runs out in a south-west direction by a very rough, steep, and tortuoue 
pRtl r .  After descending the spur on the left bnnk, the road crosses the stream, turning round to 
the north-west, and goes along the right bank hy an easy way to the small vi1l:rge of Akhun Kllkl; 
dist:lnce from crest 2!i miles. Jus t  below the village the road through tlre gorge narrows, "t 
~ome places, to 5 or 6 yards, heing heinlned in by two projecting Rpors. l'lre villaKe of llobandi 
is ahout 3 miles below Akhun Kh61. Good camping ground on the fields ; forage obtrlinable, but 
no other supplies. 

For 3 miles to the crest of the Shutargardan pass the road is eaqy and the incline gradual ; 
the descent, however, is difficult, and presents a etriking contrast to the ascent, as the present 
footpath is very steep and tortuous, though practicable for all bnggnge-animals. As the coil 
consists generally of disintegrated rock, the path could with slight manual labour be made 
into a fair road for wheeled tratlic were a cutting made into the side of the hill with the outer 
bank supported by stones. Timber is not procurable on the spot. Tlre descent is about l a  miles 
in length, and merges into the  Dobandi na'ld, which carries off all the water of the neigh- 
bouring gorges running down from the Safed Koh. A t  a point about 1 mile from the bottom 
of the pass, a t  Akhun Kh61, the  ndla', whose bed forms the road, runs between precipitous 
rocky cliffs about 80 feet high, 12 feet wide, and 120 feet along. Infantry could get passnge on 
either side on the high ground above covering the ndla'. The next 34 milee of road along 
the bed of the ndla', which is very stony, grrrdually opens out (and on the right are few detached 
l~ouses and patches of cultivation) until the village of Dobandi is reached, l j ing on the right 
bnnk of the n 6 M .  

On high ground on the !eft bank opposite Dobandi is an old unoccupied fort which com- 
mands the road up the stream. Therr is no encamping ground here for a force over the strength 
of a regiment, aud the position would be a very bad one for any troorls a t  all to make a halt in. 
There was very little water in the stream, :rnd apparently, from there being no sign of a high- 
water mark, the road is rarely impassable from excess of water. 

Note.-The march from Ali Kh61 to Kushl: may also be thus dividcd : Karc~tiga 17 miles, Kasim KhB1 6 miles, 
Kuehl 14 miles-total 36 miles. 

20 

is about 59 miles, ~ n d  the decline very gradual. On the right, running down from the foot of 
the Ghilzhi hills, lies the extensive barren plain 1)asIit-i-Surkhao. The village of Kushi is on 
the left bank of the Dobaudi etrerlm, and, being highly cultivated, can afford abundant supplies. 
Water is plentiful, though not very good. The rear guard with Embassy baggage laden on 32 
oamels and roo mules, which ieft Kasim Khhl a t  5 A.M., reached Kushi a t  4 P.M.-a fact ~ h i c h  
speaks fully of the difficulty of the march. 

74 K U S H ~  . . 
179# 

no molestation could be offered to a force on the line of march, while cavalry swept the interven- 
ing plaio. 'Ihe road is practicable for 1111 arms. At  Zargfin Shahr t,here is very good and unli- 
mited encamping ground, with first-rate water obtainable from kart%. 

7 - 1863 
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Almost immediately after leaving Dobandi, the 
road turns off due north over the ShinkLi Kotal, 
which, though only about 500 v:lrds in lengt.h, 
is very steep, and a severe trial to laden animals. 
t j  good road could easily be cut in three or four 
zigz;~gs. From the top of the kotal to Kushf 

Leaving Kushi, the road turns north-north-west 
and runs over the Dnsht-i-Surkl~Lo. After 3 miles 
a l o ~ ~ g  a plateau the road descends into a broad dry 
ndld where water is never deep, and whose banks' 
are b:~dly defined. The distance between the road in 
the Ghilzai hills is about 4 miles, aud conseqriently 

Z A R G ~ N  SHAHB . 

the peak of KnlagQi (which is nhout 2,000' nbove the plain), form! a plain (the D~sht-i-Surkhib), 
a t  the northern etld of which is situated the r i l l ~ g e  of Z6idLbad. This plain is well cultivated, 
being mostly within reach of the L 6 g ~ r  river (which now approaches the road), and contains the 
large Cfhildi villages of Kuti Kh61, S ~ n g a r  KhBI, and numerous other villages and forts. There 
is no physical difficulty whatever in the way, the road being good and broad throughout. On the 
left bank of the L@er river, which is nbout 2 miles dietant from the road, some good villeea are 

12 - 1989 
22 For the first 8 miles the road goes over a stony 

plateau. 
From the 9th mile to the er~d of the march, road is 

down a slight descent, with n spur on the right 
close up to the road. This spur, with clnot<her 
nearly parallel to it 3 miles to the north ending in 

Z H I D H B ~ D  . . 
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"ieible, p~rticulnrly that  of Mullammnd 868,  n Persian-spraking comlnunity ; and his tomb is a prc. 
mine116 white building on the hill ulope. The GliilzBi hills are about 4 miles distant on the rigIlt 
and R low disconl~ected range intervening between i t  and the  Ldgnr river on the left. T~~ 
unimportai~t Ghilzhi forts are passed on the rigllt ttbout half.wny. 

Z&idQI,&d is a l l~rge fertile 'l'ijik v i l l~~ge,  situ:~ted on the left bank of tlie Ldgar river, about 
2 miles soutll of Safed S ~ u g  ; and Gnlnerin is nbout a mile lo\veis down on the right bnnk. The 
bridge over the Ldgar river nt ZBid6bid is in good repair and practicnble for infantry as well as for 
ladell animals. In  August 1880 thc river contained scarcely a foot of water a t  the ford below the 
bridge, wliers the bottolii is firin grnvel. Good cainpiug g~.ound with room for a division. Supplies 
fairly plentiful. Water abuudent from a chnnael near cnmp. From Zriidjbid two roads lead to 
Amir Kaln-one vid ZargGushnhr, &c., the other oid Kalangns and BBraki Birak. 

hoof. 

I 
head of 

C H B ~ S I B  . 

' the ascent is pointed 

The road then traverses the Dasht-i-Sakkn, a level plain about 3& miles broad. 
At  8 miles crosses a low ridge. The descent is nlmost imperceptible. Road for last 2 

miles passes over a perfectly level pl~lin. 
At  the northern enti of the Maidin Snkka, a t  a mile from the  road to the  left, is the  villnge 

of Namunias, situhtrd a t  the southern end of a spur running north and south. At the southern end 
of the plniu, and on the left of the road, is the  1:lrge Ti j ik  villnge of 12Qhmat&b&d,* nnd on the 
further side of the Lo'gnr river is situated the large Ghilzii village of Mus&i. The road tc, 
Childulihtnriu diverges to the left  bout linlf-way across the  Sakka plain. Between the road 
and the Ldgar river are lofty spurs, except a t  I{dbmat&b&d, where the plain is open to the east. 
Hills nlso hound the view to the west nt a distance of 2 or 3 miles. 

Ch&l.&si& is situated on the  southern slope of a low range, running across tho plaiu from 
east to west. A mile to the east flows the Ldgar river; but  the villnge is irrigated from the Kdbal 
river, which flows immediately behind tlie low hills north-west of the village, a water-cut being 
taken through a gorge in the low range above mentioued. 

It is a very rich, well-cultivatt~d village, possessinp liumerous gardens, orchards, and vine- 
yards. There are marly trees, c~nd i t  could give a great amount of all supplies. The KBbal 
Government often send out troops to this village for a seasou. The populntion is a mixed 
one of Afghins and Tijiks. Good cwmpiiig gronnd. 

North-east of CllBrBsi6, and beyond the L6gar river, rises a prominent sharp-pointed mountain 
called Sakh-i-BnranbBi, on the eastern side of which is the Khurd-KBbal pass. 

Road excellent all the  wny. At  4 iniles crosses, bg 
an imperceptible ascent, the end of a spur from 
the  mountnins on the west. The spur is called 
the Sum-i-Duldul (hoof-print of Duldul). Duldul 
was the name of thc favourite horse of Ali, the 
#on-in-law of the Prophet; aud on n rock at' tile 

1 0  

* Not mnrked on map. 

out a mark which is believed to  be the  impression of the animal's 
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the Ldgar river on the right. The defile is cominnnded on the r ight  by inaccessible and precipi- 
tous cliffs, and though practicable for all arms, i t  offers a cramped passage for a large force. 

At  7 miles pass the village of Beni Hisser on left. There is room for a camp here, but the 
ground is much cut up by irrigation channels. 

A t  9 miles pass the Baa Hiss6r on left. The road is gooci aud country all opeu, though 
~ ~ c h  iukrsected by water-cuts and irrigation channels. 

11 K ~ B A L  . . 
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Road level nnd good. At  49 miles the  low ridge of 
Khairibdd is crossed. The kotal is about 100' high 
and presents no difficulty. 

At 5 miles t he  road enters the Sang-i-Nawishta, a 
defile about 1 2  miles in length, Ihrough which i t  
is co~~f ined betwecn a lofty hill on the left and 
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K ~ E A M  

ZARONE . . 

crossed towards the end of the  march ; on the left bank a small open ptltch is reached, available 
for the encampment of 5,000 men. 

RE MA EX^. 

An outpost on the Kfiram ; supplies from 
Bann6 ; water plentiful from the river ; country 
cultivated ; road good ; na'la' bridged. 

A small Waziri village n e w  the left bank of the 
Icliram ; wrrter plentiful ; road rocky and stony, 
but  fit for horsed guns and laclen camels; enters 
the hills by the Gidri pass, about 1 mile from 
Kdram ; these hills are fro111 500 to 1,000 feet 
high, but are easily crowned. The Kfiram is 

Inter- 
mediate. 
-- 

5 

15 

3 

Total. 
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10 LUKANI . . 

passes over hard ground, until i t  enters the Karunjnr gorge, through which it runs for about a 
mile. The other route lies along the bed of the river, which is crossed and re.crossed six or seven 
times ; after rain this route is impracticable, from the depth of w ~ t e r  aud strong curreni of the 
stream ; the  hills on each side are abrupt, but  could easily be crowned ; h o ~  sed guns and laden 
camels can travcl either route. 

30 
A small village on the left bank of the KGram 

forage procurahle ; water from the river ; en- 
camping ground extensive. Tliere are two roads 
from Zarone ; the best is up the left bank of the 
Iciiram, which has to be crossed twice on starting. 
The road t,hen leaves the river, and for 8 miles 

4 12 - THAL . . 

is entered, and its bed followed for the  remainder of the march. At Thal the road from Kohht 
to KQbal aud Ghaznl is joined. 

1V.B.-There is nlso a road from Bannli t o  Zarone oi& the Gumnlli pass, the distance being about the same. 
This route is Solely of importance with refereuce to the Klirnm routev(vide NO. 7). 

ARTHUR R. DICK, Lieut., 
2nd Punjab Cavatry. 

Route No. 8. 
FROM BANNG TO G H A Z N ~ .  

A u t h O l ' i t i e S - M ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ L  AND SMITH; THE ' P I ~ ~ I ~ L A ;  MCNAIR AND SYAD; 
M, H , ;  N.- lT .  F. GAZETTEER. 

42 

No. 
of 

Stages. 

- 
1 

A village situated a t  the junction of the Sangroba 
na'16 with the Kliram, and surrounded by a stone 
wall 12 to 15 feet high, with two good gateways ; 
for 4 miles the road runs up the valley, then i t  
crosses the Klirarn, and to Haland Khel is good, 

I but hilly ; about 14 miles from Tkal the Kliram 

, 

RBMABXB. 

By the Tochi post about 7 miles from Bnn116. The 
post is situated on rising ground overlooking 
the stream. The road thellce follows the general 
line of the ladla'; i t  is 8 mere track, rough 
Rnd stony, but generally level, and passable for  
Rll arms, Road up left bank of na'lb, in a north- 

Names of Stages. 

MI& ZAIL . . 

DISTANCES IN 
 MILE^. 

Ioter. 
mediate. 

10 - 

Total 

-- 
... 
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Route No.  8-co~\tinned. 

There nre two other passes leading into the DQwar valley, both longer and more difficult 
than the Tochi. 

westerlj dircctioll, to Mir Zail, the Brst \-illltge : I C ~ O S S  the frontier; ndld Hvemges 600 g8rda in 
breadth, stleain ril~rrow and swift, fordable lleltrly everywhere, 2 to 3 feet  deep. stream 
ilupssRble in heavy rains, but flood quickly subsides. 

A small hamlet, with a square tower, lying in  a hollow near the stream. Camping space on 
plain N.-W. of villnge. 

ROUTE VIA T H E  BARAN PASS. 

Little is known about this route. The following account is from native i~~fo rmat io~ i .  The 
distance is probably about 30 miles. Entrance to pass is opposite BarBn post. The pass is much 
more rocky than the Tochi, and there seems to be great doubt whether i t  is pr;lcticrrble evcn for 
cavalry, there being many stiff, tortuous nscents in i ts  course. I t  is the inniu trade route, so i t  
would probably be practicable for mountain guns. 

ROUTE VIA T H E  KHAISORA PASS. 

This route meets the Tochi route n t  Haidar Khel. The distance is probnbly about 35 miles. 
Road fair, across open stony country, to Mirian (8 miles), crossing the Kach Kot a t  3 miles 
From Mirian (called also Norfir) cross the Tochl. Here is camping ground on riqbt bank a t  10 
miles. Supplies from Mirian and other villages on left bnnk, which is all cultivated. Thence 
across a wide stony plaiu to the Tanpi Kt161 buts nt 17 miles, where the Khaisor river issues 
from the hills, pnssing a t  12+ miles the villnges of Sardi Kh61, and a t  14 those of Mirmi Kh6I ; 
r o d  good. 'I'hence to Spin Worn (20 miles) up the broad stony bed of the Khnisor, which 18 
rough, but passuble except for  wheeled gulls. Here there is camping ground, coinmnnded by low 
bare hills a t  close ratlga easily crowned. Water plentiful. No village. Plenty of caruel.gr117ing. 
From Spin Worn, rond (as before) for 2 miles up the river bed, when i t  reaches the  Khaisor 
Tengt, about 90 ynrds wide, formed by the river cutt ing through n rocky ridge. Both sides are 
higli precipitous rocks, rising like walls n t  right angles to the road, behind which an enemy might 
rnc~ke a determined stand until enfiladed. After very heavy rain tlie streain fills the gorge, which 
is then said to be impassnble for hours. Shortly nfter pasaiug the gorge, the  road nscends to 
the Momaki Rngzn, and there is n bad bit for 300 yards, which, however, would be cleared for 
wheeled gull8 by 100 men in an hour. Then for about 3 miles the road is good, when a mass of 
boulders obstructs traffic. It would take a native infitntry regiment three days to clear this, but  
no blasting would be necessary. At p r e ~ e n t  camels can pass. At about 26 miles a low pass is 
crossed, which mightrequire some trifliiig improvement for wheeled Artillery. Two iniles from Hnidsr 
KhQl the Tochi river is crossed in two branches, the dodb being mile across. Hnidar Kh6l stands 
on the left bank. The right bank and dodb are cultivated. The Tochi river here was 18" deep in 
September 1883; bottom gravelly with big boulders scattered about. Probably 6' deep in spring. 

From Mir Zail still along left  bank, direction south. 
west, rond flat alld fairly good to 3 miles; bRre 
stony plain to the right of road ; to the left, Rcr-0 
ndld, undulating hills practicable for skirmishers. 
At this distance there is broken ground for about 
3 a mile, which cavalry and baggage should 

The DBwnr valley is divided into Upper and Lower by the Taghrdi Tangf. Both valleys are 
highly cultivated, and nre intersected bg numerous watercourses, deep and broed. There are a180 

by taking the bed of the  ndlci, which runs here between high banks. At 5 miles, the 
w&d rnnkes a sharp twist to the south, in the  form of the letter U, about 24 miles round, and 
the pnth leaven the ndla', going straight over a saddle (called the  Shinki Kotal), and joining 
i t  q a i n  after $ of a mile. From the kota2 the track improves, leading for about a mile across 

plain, then ascending to higher ground some 60' above the streitm, whence the grouiid is 
more open, aud there is no impedimeiit to the advance of a body of troops. 

Tllis is the most direct route into the DBwar valley, and there is good water all along the 
road. It is said to be pnssable for field i~rtillery, the Shinki Kotnl being the only difficult part, 
This could be rendered passable by a couple of hundred pioneers in an hour. 

2 (?) 11 - HAIDAB K H ~ L  . 
21 



Route No. 8-continued. 
mllnv mershes, nnd thp country is not suited for c ~ v r l r y  operatione. F o r ~ ~ e ,  p i n ,  firewood, mefit 
8nd kater, are everywhere abundant. The villnges are  welled, with Banking towers; and every 
field is defended by a tower. 

4 

150 houses. Thence the  road rutls to f(l:lk, crossing a small tributary of the  'l'ochl from the north. 
west nbout half-way. Pass through ftlak, a large walled village, with numerous h ~ ~ m l e t e  outside. 
Herlee a bmncli road to Khost. At 2 miles froin fdak, H4kirn Kh61 is reached over n low ridge, 
easy for nhtnels. Rond yrisses Ly the  north wrlll of the  village. A village of the  Dhwari section of 
thllt name; rectangular form, with b11s:ions a t  the  angles. About 100 houses within the malls; 
numerons hamlets outside. 

8 3 On this stage there are  no difficulties of import- H ~ K ~ M  K H ~ L  . 
29 

perhaps a misnomer, as the  valley, which is nl~nost  entirely occupied by the river bed, ia never 
less than 300 yards wide. The tang/ i8  bout 3 miles in length, and the  road follows the 
river bed, wllicb is prac-ticable for guns. The hills on either eide are  200' to 300' in height, aud  
eaey for skirmishers. At the west,ern end of the tcrngb (about 7 miles) a camel road goes north 
to KGram. At  12 miles are sonle bad na'la's, decp and wide, which would require rainping or bridg- 
ing. Tbe widest and worst is 30' ncross.  the^ were dry in September. 

A village of M~~ha lnnd  Kh6l DBwaris, with five o r  eix Hindli shopkceper~. About 80 houne8 ; 
walled and bastioned, with two ghtes. Hoad runs through village. Supplies procurable for  a 
large force. 

MALIE SH~HZBDA 
KALA. 

Road through fields for 6 miles ; no difficnlties. 
Then through a gorge for  200 yards, fo l lo rv i l~~  
the  bnnke of the Tochi, passable for all arms. 
Leaving this tang6 the large village of Dakkar 
is passed on the r ight bank. Tben over a spur 
thnt touches the  river (road ensy), across s s~ne l l  

6 M ~ A H  KALA . I  14 - 

ance. Road through cultivation; some wster- 
cuts which would require ramping for wheels. A t  
2 miles pnse the  village of Mdik Sa~n:~ud,  the 
road running through the  village, which is a 
parallelogrnm with bastioned mud walls. About 

tributary from the north, nnd throllgh fields to Mirth Kala. 
~l~~ consists of tm70 forts, one on either bank of the Tochf; largest on right bank. Only 

few llollses; no but the latter can be procured in -abundance from D a k k ~ ~ r  and other 
large villages near. 

66 

Road follows the  river bed throughout, frequently 
crossing and re-crossing. I t  is fit for  wheeled 
traffic except n t  one point, where i t  passes over a 
spur on the left bank. This would be rendered 
fit for wheels by 400 merl in  n day's work. The 
bpcl of the river is pnssnble, bottom pebbly. 0" 

13 

this stRgen many hrmlets ancl much c~iltivntior~ are passed. Zihat-i-ivfglna is a collection of 
villages, with rlulllerous 'r4jik nnd Wuzlri inhabitalite. Supplies abundant, i ~ l c l u d i n ~  rice. 

Jt was bitterly cold here a t  the end of September. 

6 

A t  about 1 mile pass Adam Kll61l Ri~la ,  a ~ 0 l l e ~ t . i ~ ~  
of Mndn Kl16l forts (perhaps t,he Sherauni of the 
map). Thence over a level plaiu on the right bank 
of the Tochi, the hills being 1 to 3 miles di8tallt. 
At 5 miles pnss the mouth of n broad valley from 
tbe left (probably drains ShBwal), wherc there is 

Z I A B A T - ~ - M ~ M A  . 12 - 

R good (leal of cultivntion, and the 1 alley is about 1 mile across. The road then follows the 1 l i . l  
1 1 0 ~ ~ s  011 the right bank, pnasing stveral forts on left bank. At 7 miles is the junction of tllc 
Toclll (\last Toi of ma!, ?) and M:lrFbn (Tochi of map?) rivers. Hence the mild follows the rigllt. 
bank of the ~ ~ ~ ~ h ~ ,  Hnd ia v e q  bad for t mile, and requires mrking. Road runs Sometilnes along t l ~ a  
hill 810pes, aolnetimes in tile river bed. At  144 mile. p a s  Sherpali Kaln. Rand contit~ucs up the valle.~, 
crwaing the strerln several times (2 deep in November), md leaving it occnsiouall) to cross a spur. 

F 

94 
7 MARGHA . 

Road runs through ~ul t~ivat ion for 4 miles. A t  ) 

68 

26 -- 

42 mile from village cross the Tochi (no difficulty), 
following the r ight bank for 4 mile, when recross 
to left bank At 4 miles the cultivation ceases, and 
hills appronch both banks, fo rn~ iug  what is called 
the  T n g d i  Tangi. This, according to M. H., ie 
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Route A'o. 8-continued. 
~t 23 niiles pass Pepali, n few forts belonging to the Pepali section of the Wali Klikl Wt,ziris. ~t 
24 lllilcs the hills open out somewhat, and st 25 miles the road, now on the  left blink, crosses to the 
rigllt bnnk. M n r g h ~  bclonp to the Sehpnii section of the  Wnli Kll6l Waziris, and consists of a 
llulliber of detnclled forts, ench with a few houses. Water, fuel nnd forage plentiful; supplies 

Hence n road south-we& t o  Urmul. 
(M. 11, s:~ys that from the 2nd mile the  above road is very bad. Hills npproach both banks, 

alld there is not roolu for calnclv to get nlong. River bed also impnss:~ble for camels, being full of 
largc boulders. The formation 011 right bank black rock; left bank clay, easily worked. Would 
require considerable Ir~bour to make road fit for wheels. A t  12 miles road crosses a low pass; 
e:~sy elopes, little work necessary.) 

A t  a mile cross the  Marglia river, 2' deep n~ld 15 
yards wide in  November. The valley here is 
about l h  miles wide, and the road runs thl.oug.h 
cultivation for 3 mile, beginning to ascend the 
hills on t h e  north side of tlie valley a t  l f  miles. 
Ascent easy, but  ground much broken and unfit 

for ~vhccls. The descent on far  side is difficult, but practicnble for  laden camcls. A t  6+ miles 
road crosses tlie Tochi twice, following the  right bank thence for about 33 miles, passing a t  64 
nliles n Darrin Jiala, a t  7 miles crossing a spur, and a t  7# miles passing a second DnrBi~ Kala, a 
Waziri fort. At 92 miles crosses the Tochi, and follows the left bank to 114 miles, when i t  re-crosses 
stream, nt this point 30 yards wide (November). Further on a few Waziri houses and some grave- 
yards are passed. The road hereabout is knowu a9 the  R&h-i-Ichar Algarh (not Khr& A l g d ,  as in 
map). '1 he hills me quite low and the vnlley open. ( A  camping groutad would probably be found 
here.) At 1 7 i  miles tlie valley contracts and hills become higher ; road up bed of stream. The 
wnter springs out nt 192 miles. TJp a ravine with stcep hill-sides to a kotal a t  22 miles. This is 
the W:iziri-Afgl16n boundary. For the next 3 miles is n gmdunl descent; road would require 
~uaking for wheels; easy soil. At 25 miles the road lenves the  hills, and at 28 iniles crosses the 
Lcli 1{6d, which flows into the Lb-i-Fermhl a t  Pushtai. At 28% miles is a village, Deh Sheikhin. 

Urgliil is a fortified town with many towers. About 1,000 houses and mauy Hind6 shops. 
Sippl!cs of all sorts procurable. The iuhabitants are Thjiks. There are two powder and threc 
fliut-gun manufactories. 

An nlternative route exists from Sheranni to Brgbu by the  Mast Toi (called above Tochi). It 
is said to be a long stiff day's march. Grass and wood nre plentiful along the road, but not 
supplies. 

Another r o d  goes from Margha, to orgbn up s tributary of the Tochi cslled the Du-Qma. I t  
is kuown as the lt611-i-du-&wa. M. H. heard that  i t  was open aud easy, but did not explore it. 

According to M. H. the following roads meet nt Brglin :- 
I.-A road from ICathwhz in the 8ulimBn Kh61 couutry, known as the Shatori route. This is 

n mule-track. 
11.-A rond from Saraoza via  Sult6nai and the Z6mch Kotal. Thc latter kotal is passed at  

I) miles from orgbn. On the Orgbn side the ascent is for 500 y ~ r d d  over rock, fit for mules only; 
blnstillg a i d  nluch work necessnry to fit i t  for camels eveu. On the other side, towards tho village 
of Malik Rcishaii (5 miles from the pass), there is the same slope, but there the soil is easily 
worked, with but little rock. SultLnai is 17 iniles froin Urghn bay this route, which is very difficult 
owing to frequeut abrupt riscs n ~ i d  falls. The village of Melik Rcishan has 40 houses of Jcharcitie. 

111.-A rond froin Kainkai Saraoza (n place to the north-east of Saraoza proper). This M. H. 
could not go over, brlt it is the route used by the Kh~~rdt is ,  so as to avoid the SuliinBn KhBls, wit11 
whom tlicy are a t  feud, and by i t  they takc camels laden with grain from o r g 6 n  to the Ghazni 
market. 

8 

Road for 3 inilcs  cross n level plain, when the hills 
are reachcd. Tllc road crosses this range, which 
is rather steep; i t  may bo avoidcd by x detour to 
the north. A t  43 miles pass Pushtai, wlricli is 
about 5 iniles to thc right. The ground here is 
well known as  Dahtiua. A t  6 lnilcs thc Slllil~t~ori 

9 

29) -- f i n ~ ~ ~  (or WABQIN) 

slrtwn la  croshed, and the r03d goes down a ravinc, crossing tllc stream several timcs; higll 
c-halyora covered hill on both sides. From 7 miles the road goes over a plain for 2+ miles, whcn 
the SliiLtori is ilgi~ili C ~ , O H Y C ~ .  A t  92 iniles pass thc ce~netcry of ShAlltori, the for t  being n n~ilc! 
di-(:~nt<. S O O I ~  L I ~ ~ C I *  the :rsccnt to tlie 1Cot:~llai ICotal conimcuces. This asccut is easy, tllc gror~lld 
L t . i ~ ~ r  soft alrcl frcth of rorlis. At 12i iniles pars a spring. The kotal is reachcd a t  133 rnilcs; 
CIC'V.IL~OII 8,000 by :~neroi~l.  T11el.c i.; a zin'rnt on tho crest. Desccnt casy, rond commnndcd 011 

bvLh siclcs by low trce-cuvcrcd hills. T111: l~olloln is rcaclicd st 15 miles, wllcnce the road lies do\\'ll 

123 i  

LIOt 
S A N ~ A  M A I D ~ N  , l7 



Route No. 8-concluded. 
d d ) ' , ~  or glen. Camping ground on the left bsnk of the Paltli abld. Wood, water, nnd forage 

plelltifnl. The plncc is exposed to Jadrhn raids. 
M. H. says that between the  Kotanai Kotal and flanga MaidQn there is a second kota2 t o  

cross, which, though not high, is very rocky and presents greater difficulties for baggago animals 
tllan the Kotanni itself. It crosses a spur which springs from the mnin range to the north of the 
Kotnnai, and he snys that i t  becomes less rocky as it recedes from the main ridge. He  is therefore 
of opinion that an easier point for the construction of a rond might be found farther south, o r  
that the spur might perhaps be altogether avoided by a detour in tbat direction. 

10 

11 

Note.-There is said to be nn nltcrnattve route from Sherenni to Ghaznt aid Phi Kh61, Asar, Ldir6, Gliiklin, 
Pir b i l e ,  and Sbihtorii. Fuel, supplies, and water enid to be obtainable at most of these stages. 

W. P. BLOOD, Lieoct., R, I. Fusiliera, 
Attade: I. B. 

wheeled tmffic. At  7 miles the country opens a little, and road goes along the bed of a dry na'la' 
for 2 mile. At 7% miles a road from SulGnni, 4s miles distant, joins on the left. At  8% miles the  
country becomes somewhat broken, and there are hills on both sides some b mile distnnt. At 8% 
miles is a slight descent. There is water here, and the place, which is often used as R camping 
ground, is called Tand:~k. Helice a rond to the Gomal pass route. At 12% miles the road enters on 
a level wnste, and further on runs through a dry aa'lci to 15 miles. A t  16% miles a village of 
Zhrmnt, called Petanai, is passed ; and I I ~  182 mil& there nre two forts, 300 yards to the  right. 

Water abundant; supplies procurable. There ore two forte. 

KALA K ~ w d ~ a z H f  . Road crosses the PaltG ea'la', 20 yards wide (NO- 
vember). At 4: miles pass Saroza, a Kharoti 
villnge, about 3 miles to the right in the hills. 
At 5) miles cross a na'la', and a t  6+ miles, cross the 
Snroza na'ta', 18" deep rind 60 yards wide, in Novem- 
ber. The rond requires making in places for 

199 - 

garh. At 8) miles the road crosses the Qnrdez, 2 feet deep and 30 yards wide (November). 
River so~neti~nes much swollen in spring and summer. Much timber is brought down 
by it. The water is unfit to drink. At 9 miles pass Koh-i-Mlirsal, 400 yards to the r ight ;  
at  10 miles IGlla Mazdlir ; a t  105 miles Knla Sultin BBgh; a t  114 miles Kale Nihz KhLn; 
and a t  12% miles Kala Sarandiz. Koad good for wheels. 

Supplies procurable. Water from n kdrei. Fifty houses. 

RU~TAIK K H ~ N  KA 
KALA. 

12 

160# 

a TGik settle~nent of three forts, called Deh KhudadM ; and about a mile further on, Kala Nau, 
a fortified near the b:rnlr of the river, which is about 3 mile distant. 

Ghazni is in the form of an irregular square, surrounded by a wall, partly of stone and brick 
masonry laid in mud, and partly of clny blocks built in coul.ses. The wall is flanked by towers a t  
irregular intervals. The houses are of mud, sevcrnl storeys high. The citadel ~ t n n d s  on a knoll 
nt the nortll angle of the town, which i t  commalids completely. The towu and citadel are both 
commanded by hills on the north. 

Water from the river. Supplies, especially wheat and barley, procurable in large qnnntities; 
grass is also probably abundant, as there are magnificent pasturcs near. Fuel is very scarce. 

G H A Z N ~  . . 14 -- 

13f - 

1 8  

1734 

Road throughout level nnd good for guns. A t  2 
miles pass MazGalah Khho's fort. At  69 milee 
pass through OrzG. At 6; miles pass Sholez, n 
fort village, 300 yards to the left; a t  7) miles 
a ka'rei to right of road; a t  8 )  miles low hills to  
right of road, 300 yards distnnt. At 11 miles is 

Road through fields belonging to the Khw6jazBi, of 
Zlirmat. At  1* miles cross a canril. At 3& miles 
i~ a fort  ; and a t  4& miles are four or five forts of 
fbrahimzhi (Andnrs). A t  62 miles there is a slight 
rise n t  a place locnlly known as Band. This is the 
trnditional boundary between ZGrmat nnd Shal- 
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Route No. 9. 

B ~ ~ i h o r i t y - ( N . s ~ ~ v E . )  

1 

I L f N 1  8 Llini is a village belonging to t h e  Qandaplira : good 1-1 35 I biz& aud ~bundance  of water. 

-- 

No. of 

rain. The first march may also he mnde to Abnshsid, 11 miles. 

H A I N D ~ P  . . 

2 

Rote.-The dialance from Mn~~ji to JIul.ta~a is  about 5 miles; good road. 

RBMABK~. Namea of Stages. 

-- - 
D I ~ T . ~ N C U E  
IN MILES.  

The to\r711 has n small share in the tr~insit  trade which passes vioi the  Ghwaleri. The country 
b+at~veeu K1161i alld Ki~lLrhi is level, open, and bnrren, with partial cultivation near the scattered 
V I I I : I ~ C R ,  'lhe rcad is good in dry wentlrer, but henvy in places. 

27 

4 

6 

Inter- 
mediate. 

15 

Frontier road. R1114chi ia n town situated on the 
left bank of the Luni river. It is s good sized 
place containing about 10,000 inhabitants, and is 
eurrounded by a low mud wall stretching nenrly a 
mile each way. Supplies to a large exteut might 
be got here and from the  eurronnding country. 

K U L ~ C H I  . 

Tots'' 

12 ' -- 

passing it a t  t.nc same time. There is sweet water a little way off the rond a t  Zinnri, about 3 miles 
frnln Naliji. 'l'hore :%re a few other e1n:11l stren~ils along the road, but t l~e i r  water is brrrckisl~, 
tlloug'n nleu and 1 lo l . s~~  do not seem to object to d r i n k i ~ ~ g  from them. The distance from M~lnji 
ill our territory to MasLki~lai, the first hal~ing-place i n  the  pass, is not more than 12 miles. Thie 
rond runs about 4 or 5 miles south of the Oomnl stream, and therefore is alwnys practicable for 
troops, which the Oomal road now to be described would not be when the stream was in flood. 

( b )  The second road into the Qonlal pa58 from British territory leads dtraight towrlrds the 
mouth from Murtazri, and after passing over a lorn hill drops down iuto the bed of the Qolnal, 
and for the first 3 miles the stream has to be crossed severnl times, as the  high cliffs on each 
side (10 not allow of B road along the banke. This rond would be, therefore, impassable with the 
Golual in flood. The distance, however, by i t  to M~~shkinai  is shorter by 3 miles than th%t  by 
the Shorunlla pass. A t  a n ~  time guns would have much greater difficulty by this route owing to 
the boulders in the bed of the  Gomal for the  first 3 miles thnn by the fil.st rond, and n8 the 
for~xer  is such a fine wide road, I would not recommend the use of this route for guns. After 
4 lnilee i t  leaves the Ooinnl and enters a very open part, with the  hills well retired on both 
sides. This is called the " Nilai Kach," and the Kirris co~ning out by the  Qomal very after 
eucnmp in the cer1tl.e nbollt 6 miles froin the Qolnnl mouth. Three miles Inore over the  same open 
country b~. i l~gs  one to Mnehkinni, so thnt by this route Mnshkf~lai ie o ~ ~ l y  9 miles from British 
territory. I t  is, of course, b~ t . t e~ .  supplied with water than the other road, a s  for the firs! 4 
~niles it, rune along the b d  or hrrnk~ of the stream, and in the cold weither, with the Mnhsuds 
pl.;~cen)lle, the cavalry nligbt go by this rand ancl wnter their horses for the day before they renched 
Mashkil~ai. 

MANJI . . 

M A F H K ~ N A I  OB S P ~ K -  
KAI . . 

the surrounding country, ie impass:ible after lreavy 

... Frontier road. The first march may also be made 
t o  Khlili, 13 miles, n smc~ll village. Supplies 
rather scarce; wc~ter hnd nnd quantity uncer~sin. 
Country level, open. nnd barren. Road good. A 
deep rnvine is passed a t  9 miles which, as well as 

14 

12 

49 

61 

Rond level and good. Country open and stony. 
Manji is a village about 2 miles from the entrance 
of the Shorunna pase. There is a for t  here gnrri- 
soned by 65 sabres and bayonets of the Frontier 
Force. 

Two roads. 
(a) The first enters the hills by t h e  Slrorunna p~ss .  

I t  is bro:ld nnd easy-going the  whole way to Mash- 
kinai, with the exception of one place called Tsimi 
Tangi,which requires a little labour to nlnke i t  prac- 
ticable for guns, and for more t.hen one laden camel 
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Rorlte No.  9 c o n  tinued. 

At Mashkinai there is the Bamu spring, which generally during the cold weather nffords a 
supl,ly of ~ w e e t  water. 

For the first 7 miles the rond from Mashkinni con- 
tinues broad and ensy, but i t  then nnrross C ~ I I -  

sidernbly, thronglr the  hills ou both sides are low 
n~rd easy for troops to crown. The ascent to t l ~ e  
kotal  now begins, and horses woultl have to he 
t ~ k e n  out from guns and drag-ropes used in tile 

1 

slope of the rocks. 
Tile dcscont for the first 3 lnile from the kotal is stt?ep, the next lnilo nn easier slope. 

Qlins could not go by thie road without a hard day'e lubour from the piooeere, but  i t  is pructi- 

present stecp state of the  kotal: for ctbout 600 yards u p  and 400 down. A few hours' work of n 
pio~recl. regiment would, however, make it mnch e ~ s i e r  both for  guns and laden camels, nnd 
would prevent ally serious detention of tlie baggnge, kc., there. After this marc11 the l.oad 
procer~ds througl~ low hills along the   bank^ or in the b ~ d  of the Goma1 strc:lm towards Gh:~zni. 
The Kandall&r road branches off a t  Kanzhr, about 20 miles on. Spin and tlre fertile valley of 
l'ao lie to the north of the road, and the Powintlal~ Kirris often marc11 t h ~ o u g h  tlrem in 
preference to  keeping to  the Oomnl st~.e:lm, as forage fo r  cnmels is more plentiful ill t l l a t  
direction. After riding to the  graves of the " mn~.ty~.s" close to Torn Dabbar, we ascende,d a 
~ ~ N I I ~  of one of the low hills ant1 looketl up the narrow vallcg of the Gomal stre:~m for some miles. 
Wit11 i t s  clearly-defined bunks and eve11 widtl~,  i t  has more tlie appe:tr:lnce of n canal than n river. 
Comparing the volume of water in the Zh,lb with that  O F  tlre Go~nal, I sl~ould say tlint t he  
fornler lrnd nbout one-fifth more wnter t l ~ a n  the latter, and niust be dccidcdly tlie larppr streal11 
in flood, judging from its brond bed nnd high banks. The natives say tha t  while the Zhob yields 
the water, the Qo~nal  gives its nnme to it nfter they meet. 

Macnulay says there is another road from Mnshkillni to Knsbra K:icli :- 
"The Mauzai pass, by which I returned, leaves the Go~na l  a t  Kasfira Kach and re-joins it on 

the other side 3 ~nilcs from Mt~shkillai. Going bay i t  incre:lses tile distance of the march a l ~ o u t  
4 miles. The M n u z ~ i  Kotnl appears to  me ensier for  I:~den camels th:m the Gwnleri. Po 
crowded was the latter pnss when I was there that  the Kirri, which arrived the same day a t  
KnsGra ICach, h:td to t : ~ k e  this route, so I saw all lheir lnden camels passing over i t .  The slope 
up to  i t  is louge~. on the west side, but  uot so steep or  confiued as that  of the Gw:~leri, and I 
observed lnden camels prorecding up t h e  face of the hill t o  the crest by several paths. 'l'l~e de- 
scent on the east side i g  shorter bu t  not steeper than on the  west. An easy and good road might 
be made also across tlris kolal for t h e  passage of guns and carringes. I n  the  pnss after the  kotal  
is crowed there are seine boulders, which would have to be blasted before guns could get along i t  ; 
otherwise i t  is very good-going in parts. There is water in two or three places, but  i t  is brackish. 
I t  took me eight hours with one I~our's halt reilchillg 1 ritish territory from KasGra K a c l ~  by the 
Mauzai Kot111 and conling out by the Qomal mouth. I should say tlre distt~nce wne about 24 
miles,-15 to Maahkinai, and 9 on by the Nilai Knch to  Murtaza. Troops going by this route 
would march without trouble to Marrji on the frontier, and would find the Gomal pass e:lsy a s  
regards the  road, and they would ncver experience from October to April great  heat,, while a t  no 
time would they ever suffer from want of water, fuel, or forage, and they would reach Gl~aznf by 
eclsy nial.ches in 20 days, and I{a~idah&r in 30 fiom Msnji. The abazn i  road is stopped by snow 
in winter, but  the  Kt~lld:~hhi. road is said to be never rendered imp~ssable by snow." (1878.) 

A t  Knshra Knch is the junction of the Zhob and Golnsl rivers. Above the  junctior~ the latter 
becomes a much less formiduble stream, with a narrow bed, and low but clearly defined banks. 

73 

- .  

cablo for c~rmele, 

12 6 

TOEA DABAB . . 12 The road now enters an  undulating plain. Two miles 

I 

K A E ~ E A  EACH . 

- 

river being left, plrlin, lnile broad, is crossed, after which is pnssed the kotal of Kallzfirw&li 
n suu13 of the Zllrlnel&n hills. The path is either along the bottoln of the ravine or on the south 

8 8 K A N Z ~ B W ~ L I  . 

85 

93 

from Tora Dabbar is " Shaidar " or " witnessefi for  
faith, " the burial-place of a llumber of mercha t~h  
who were murdered by the \Vaziris. 

Near Tom Dabbar is an insulated rock with 2 
trees and beautiful reed grass, cnlltd Kotkt. 
To tlie nort11 are the valleys of Spin nnd Tou of the  
Daothnis and Wana, about 2 marchcs distnnt. The 
road f o l l o a ~  the valley of tho Gomttl, which runs in 
wide straight renches of easy shingle. Then t h e  



70 MAIN LINES OF COMBIUNICATION BETWEEN 

Rozcte No. 9-continued. 

No mntcr at  Kanziirm6li, but the river is not very far. 

Ovel. en ensy plain to Rat-i-Khurguann, n large 
mound of clay. Onwards is an easy plnin to 
Qblkach, a valley covered with reedy grnss and 
low shrubs. Water, grasq and forage abuudant. 

108 

The road leads nlong the Gomal valley, which is 
some 3 miles wide here; i t  then enters the 
stony plnin of ZarmelBn, and R little further on 
a small plain under the hill of Ursak : this is R 
steep craggy ridge about 800 feet high. The 
Kandar stream probably joins the Go~nal here. 

11 

"15 - 9 

At 10 iniles pnss an encnmping ground crtlled Tiappa Una, nfter which the stony bed of the Gomnl 
is tmversed. This mnrcli ia stony, with abundance of water. Forage and grass plentiful. 

122 

GGLEACH . , 

14 - 10 

Zariwan, said to come from near Birmul. 
A short distailce beyond pass Khairn Dingrah, a wretched hut so called : then leave the river 

and ascend the hill of Stigal ; the road then lends for 4# miles over the desolate plait) of Sumblabor 
lhghle, the boundary, ns i t  is called, between KhorBsLn and India. Betsul is n collection of graves 
of Lolilris who hdve died in the pass. Water, grass, and forage are abundzint. 

BETEUL . . 

The road leads over n stony plein, then ascends to 
Gatkni by the bed of a rivulet which drains p:u*t 
of the Waziri country atid must be large in the 
rains, as i t  has cut a bed 30 feet wide in the hard 
slate. A t  Gatkai there are some troublesome 
large stones. The rond then runs nlong thc side 

From native authority this nlarch is oleo given as 0) milee. 

KEAZANA OUND . 

of n hill. At 8 miles pnss a fine spring, then ascend an easy ravine, and cross the kotal of 
Gtigui, about 150 jards high. 

There is a low ridge crossed by three paths, all equally good. The descent is easy b r  a broad 
road, then follow the 1,avitre to Stigai. This march is one of the most difficult, and :I rond could 
not be made under n dny's hard work. The r:lvine is crossed by camel-tracks, but none of them 
are fit for gulls, the first 3 miles above Gatkai being so difficult. 

If necessary this obstacle could be avoided by keeping down the bed of the Qomal. 
Water has to be bronght froin a spring up R rnvine to the north nearly a mile distant. 
Wachu grass is plentiful. Tlie camping ground is a dry plain 300 yards wide. 

148 
12 

For 3 miles the road follows a level ravine, 40 ~ a r d e  
wide, bounded by low rocks or hillocks often 
passable for cavalry, then enters the bed of the 
Qomal, which winds so much that crossir~g is 
veiy frequent. The breadth of water here is 2 0  

lli - 

feet, nnd the depth 1 foot. Pioneers would have some work in clearing away the stones of the 
Gomal, but there is no renl difficulty for guns. 

13 

14 

STIQAI . . 

lo# AHMADSI EACH . 

is no eerious obetacle for guns. 
A t  4 t  miles is " M~matsile," n great white rock in the centre of the pass, and a t  9 miles the 

malt-river of hb-i-Tnllch entem the etrenrn. 
Sarmagha is R halting-place, 500 yards wide, and a few feet above the level of the river. 

170 

133# 

14) 

1584 

SAEMAQHA . The Qomal still winds so much that it has to be 
crossed as often as seven timcs in a mile. Foot- 
men can climb the hills the wholo march, and thus 
avoid this constant crossing. It is never less than 
30 yards wide. The shingle is composed of large 
stones, some of them a foot in diameter, but there 

The road, ns usunl, is along the channel of the Gomnl, 
which is wider thau usual and not so stony. A t  
1+ miles from the encamping ground pass the 
insulated rock with a flat top called Khnzlinn 
Quad. At 34 miles pass Jani Rach, with 3 acres 
of cultivation, and the entrance of the stream 

lli - 



of Namcs of Stages. 
Stagcs. 

- 

15 

Soon after leaving Shinstn, ascend the Icbhnak range 
by the Swgn pase-a ravine cut by water, wl~ich 
winCs in easy curves, its width, never less than 
30, being sometimes 100 yards. 

Two hours' work would make it an excellent road. 
About 3 miles, pass two ruiued forts on the other 

Goma], is very confiucd, the Wnziri and MurunnC rnnges appronching ench other. The curves 
become morc frequent. Before reaching Otm8n the valley opens ngnin. In the ravines a t  soine 
distance the washzi grnss is plentiful. The Gomnl here is 200 yards wide with banks 3 feet high ; 
tlle clinnnel in the dry season is 12 feet wide and 6 inches deep. 

Btlniin is a widening of the vnlley large cnough for a camp. Water and camel forage in 
abund:~ncc. 

B T M ~ N  . . 

16 

I . - 
side oE the Snrgo defile-one chled ~ l b  Knla,l& thieves' fort. 

Then tllere is a gradual descent to tbc deserted fields of Kh6n-i-KLr6~ (the" bloody springD so 
cnlled from the contests betweell two factions to possess it), which gives a good supply of bvater. 
After this the road passes through the cultivated fields of Langnr for 2 miles. There are two forte 
a t  L:knCar, about 80 houses ; the lnrger is a square of 100 yards, the walls, 20 feet high, 
fi feet thick, are lnade of mud nud flanked by eigbf towers : the gnte is uncovered. This i~ olle of 

A towcis of rcfugo has been built on a roclr commanding the fort;  to this they fly on any 
danger appearing, and prcvent by their fire any injury being done to the crops or gnrdens below 
them. 

The main stream of the Qomal rises kere; several springs join nenr the fort, and flow over 
a fiue smrlll shingle, the stream rap~dly increasing till near OtmBn, where i t  is genernlly 12 feet 
wide, 6 inclics deep, and running 4 feet per second. I t s  banks, 3 feet high aud 200 yards wide, 
show that the river is considerable in March. 

'l'he next 6 miles about the fort are up a pnss, a pcbbly reach 400 yards wide and very 
straight. The rocks boundillg i t  gradunlly rise in height from the Kala-i-Bibaknr. The sp:lce 
at  Siighhrgai is wide enough to eucnmp in. Fuel, watel; and camel-forage abundant. 

195 

t l ~ c  strongest forts iu I<ntan.Bz. 

13 

S G Q H ~ R Q A I  . . The road presents no difficulty. At 6 nlilcs pass 
tlie Kala-i-BBbaknr, iohabited by Khnrotis, who 
have shown great skill in conducting water to 
every little spot of soil within miles of their fort. 
Being the only plnce of supply for caravans ~vitliin 
~everal marches, there is almags a quantity of 
chopped straw for sale. 

The descent townrds Sl~insta colnrnences with a slope of 11' for about 20 y n ~ d s  : here are n 
few stones that require brerrking; after this there is a gentle undulating slope to SLiusta, passable 
for guns. This mnrch would require R few hours' labour. 

There are ao liouses at Shinstn, the cultivators being migratory, but a little watch-tower corn- 
ln~l lds  the cultivation. Water is plentiful from spring; grass is scanty ; but thele are abundauce 
of thorny bushes and low trees for fuel. 

12 17 
207 

12 

S ~ ~ N S T A  . The road goes over the Kotal-i-Snrwandi, estimated 
by Broadfoot a t  7,500 feet high. The ascent 
among hills covered with bushes 1:lats for nbout 
6 miles, and has a slope of about 3': then for 2 
miles runs along a level ravine 30 or 40 yards 
wide, winding nmong hills that are steep on the 
north side and rounded on the south. 

183 
Following the Golnal a t  5 miles distance, the D ~ v a  

(second) Gomal makes its appearance from a 
narrow ravine. This stream rises nt II hill called 
Durzlki near Pnlt6, and flows through the Khnrdti 
country between the K d h n ~ k  and Wnxiri ranges. 
The Gomal valley, above its junction with the Dwa 
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Roxte No. 9-continued. 

No description of the road. Encamp nenr e 
273 broad cannl, called the Ju-i-Sher. Supplies and 

fuel procurable. Water, grass, camel forage abun- 
dant. N ~ I I ~  is a large ylnce, and there are sever~il 
other forts in the vicinity inhabited by Ander 
Cfhilzdie. 

REMAEKS. 

- 

19 

23 I E P ~ N D ~  . The road is a good one over nn open flat plnin. 
2804 On the right paas the group of villages of Karrt- 

bhghi (inhabitnnts Kazilbish) and Kala-i-Sher 
nlid Kale-i-Fakir (inhnbitaats Andari). On the 
left, about 2 miles distant, is a low rauge of hills, 
beyond which lie the districts of Kakrak and 

Waghrz. On the left, opposite Nogai, ie a lnrge group of villages called Bagla. 

- - 

No, Nal!~ee of Stagce. 
S t o ~ e ~ .  

- 
DIETANCRS 
I N  M I L E S .  

Inter 
mediate. 

D ~ D  . . 'Ti- - 236: 
Oil leaving Langnr, cross a stream 20 feet wide, 
1 foot deep. current 2 feet per secood : the 
wnter slightly brackish. I t s  banks are 4 feet 
high, but easily passable in many places, though 
i n  spring i t  is scarcely fordable. Then ascelld 
gradually to the open plain of I ~ ~ R w ~ z ,  and pnse 

~ a r d h d n  Sbnhr (green city), a fort of nbont 50 houses of B a l ~  Khel and SulilnBu Kllkl, 
wit11 some 500 ncres of cultivutio~l. The11 for  3 miles through G&zdarn, which is a pass 
formed by w ~ t e r  flowing into Kataw6z through the hillocks forir~ed by the ZhBrfi range, and tho 
e~ ld  of Katrrcang. l'lie Gdzdnra diminialles ill wldth. In the middle for about half a 
mile the width a t  bottom is only 20 f'eot, the hills n t  the side 200 feet high, nnd the wiudings 
frequent and sharp. On the Daiid side the pass is 30 feet wide, hou~ided on either side by hills 
that mny be e:~sily crowned. A few slilall springs issue from the crumbling rocks, but are soon 
lost. Guns could be dragged through the pass, and a few hours' labour would make i t  a good 
road. 

Liltls Cfdfzdara Puss.-There is another and similnr pass, a mile or two the nortb, called 
the Little Ghzdern. From Icatnsang the road leads over a plnin for 4 miles, descendiilg easily 
to Dnud. This is n fort wit11 30 houses and about 150 acres of cultivntion, but there is no water 
nearer than Dihsai or NBni-the former a large village of Andare with 100 houses; the latter a 
group of four or five forts of Andars and Sulimin Kli8ls. 

24 

20 

direction. At about 31 miles is a garden called ChilbnchagBn," end between this and the town 
i l  wndy bed of a river about 200 ynrds broad. Prom this point two lineo can be t ~ k e n  to the 

7 '  
287& 

.Gaaz~f  . 

'l'he road over the ridge saves a few hundred 
ynrds. I t  then goes over a plnin, and crosses some easy hillocks near PBiia. The whole road is 
very easy for guns. Near P61la are a n ~ m b e r  of villages and forts wl~ich would supply a brigade 
with grain and forage, and water nbundant a t  nll of them. Pdnn itself is a village ilihabited by 
about 600 Audm Ohildie. Supplies for a small force could be obtained, and there is a nater- 
suppl y from ka'rkz. 

Two cross-ronds from Phna to Kela-i-Khardti. 

A clustel. of forte. No description of the road. 

P ~ N A  . . 12 

The road for the first 4'; miles is good. A low 
rnnge of hille borders it a t  a distance of If mile8 
to the west. The country between is well culti- 
vated and studded with a number of villnges. 
That to the enst ie equally fertile, nnd extenae 
to 8 much grenter distance to the  hills in thle 

2483 
Leaving Dand, a dry w~tercourse is crossed with 

banks 4 feet high; i t  then goes nmong some 
low hillocks; the road then bifurcntes, one fork 
going over the ridge, the other round, nnd both 
joining again a t  Jarakaram, 4 miles from Dand. 



Roule No. 9-concluded. 
encnmping ground on tlie north side of the fort, i.e., tlie direct road through the gardene outside t h e  
bw,l which is practic~tble for artillerg, and one by a detour to the right (cast) w11ic.h can be uti- 
lised for baggage animnls. The immediate vicit~itv of the south side of the fort is rnl~ch intersected 
by cnlleIs, and tile Ohnel~i river wnsl~es the soul h-west f~lce. I n  the event of the fort  being occupied 
by an enemy it1 fcrce, i t  would be lleCC8Silrg for nil army moving to a position on the north aud 
Arth-east to work round by t r  considerable detour to the eest. This can be done from the vicinity 
of chilbachag6n. 

For description of Ghnznl, vide Route No. 8, stage 12. 
Note.-The sbove route is closed by snow in wmter. After KanrBrw&li the  information ie not 

very reliable. 
ARTHUR R. DICK, Lieut., 

2nd Punjub Cavalry. 

Route No. 10. 

No. of 
stngee- 

- 
1 

2 

3 

4 

6 

6 

8 

9 

10 

11 

R~urnxa. Namee of Stages. 

H A I N D ~ N  . . 
K U ~ C H I  . 
L ~ N I  . . 
MANJI . . 
MABHKINAI . , 

K A S ~ E A  KAOH . 
TOR DABAE . . 
ICawz~swb~r . 
D~MANDAE . 

H u s i ~  NIKA . . 

~ A E T A  OB GUE~TOI . 

D I W ~ A N C E S  rn 

Inter- 
mediate. 
-- 

MILBS. 

15 

12 

8 

14 

12 

12 

1% 

8 

(?) 9 - 

104 - 

101 - 

... 1, 
27 

35 

49 

61 

73 

851 

93t 

1024 

113 

123) 

Vide Route No. 9. 

1 

Krnziirw4li to Dhmandnr (distnnce not certnia). The 
road follows the bed of tlle Cfomal and then up 
steep rscent. It is a halting-place, watered by 8 

spring on the wntershed line, between the  
Kandrr m d  Go~nel strenme. 

Ddmandnr to H u s h  Nika, 7 kok. Thie mnrch is 8 
difficult 'ol~e, first over a high kotal and then 
through n rugged prss. The hlllting-place is rt 
the zia'rat of HueBu, where the Koldad KIt61, and 
other SuliinQ~i Khbl Ql~ilzhis come d o ~ n  to barter 
with the Lohiinis. From here two roads strike 
off-one to Ghwaleri, toe other to ZQo. 

Huskrl Nika to Onsta, 7 ko's. Road along the bed 
of the Kander stream. This is au eucamping 
poand without houses, belonging to the Mando 
Khkl, described as a pastoral race in alliar~ce with 
the N&snrs and generelly able to hold their own. 
They never molest caravans pansing through their 
country. 
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Makhil to Trikhgbz, 6 ko's. Thc road passes through 
a long defile, the conntry being hilly and barl.cn. 
The place itself consists of 30 or 4.0 houses of the 
Jhumirai~ tribe. I t  was in the dnyu of the Mognl 
Empire fainous for the manufacture of weighiug- 
scales made of raw hides; and although this trado 
has almost disappenred, yet the mnnufacture still 
exists. Water procured from a small stream. 

Route Aro. 10-continued. 

Trikhglz to Liiri, 7 ko's. LLri is tho nnme of o 
plain where ka'jlas usually encnmp. I t  is occu- 
pied by a poor and inoffensivc tribe of ILiknrs. 
Water from syriugs. At LQri the road turus off 
to Kandahbr. 

Spinwhri on the rond from IInndahSr to Quctta ; 
about 60 miles. No reliable informati011 re- 
garding this route. 

Rsrrnns. 

Gastn to Khnrkandi, 6 kds. Rond along tlle bet1 
of the Knndnr stream. Hcre r1l.e II few vilInges 
in the midst of cultivation belonging to M:uldo 
Kh6ls aud NBsars. 

Khnrkandi to MBmfi Khini, 6 ko's. Rond gencrnlly 
through a hilly country nlong the bed of thc 
Kandar. 

MBmli I(11dni is a plain inhabited by Mando Rh6ls 
and Nisnrs. 

MQm6 Khlni  to Mnkhil, 8 kds, an encnmping 
ground. A long and tiresome march. The road at 
first goes over the M6inG I<hiini plain, and then 
enters a narrow defile co~ninanded by lofty hills. 
This defile is about 5 k6s loug. From Malrhil 
tllrce passes or valleys open out into view-those 
of thc Zh6b, Kandar, and Gomal. 

Appezis, Nando Kh61, Shirinis, and Waziris nre to bc 
fonlld ill tile otller two. Major Grcy s n ~ s  that a t  Makh61 the roads to Gthazni and Kandnhdr 
respectively separate. 

Auothel. account (native) makes them sepnrate at  TrikhgQz. 

No. 
of 

Sf .gcs. 

12 

13 

14 

~ 1 , ~  

(N.B.-Thiu way observed through a telescope a t  e, distance of some 15 milcs, so the descrip- 
tion cannot be coneldored accurate.) 

Thc kouscs of tlie villages in t l ~ c  Mitrlif valley arc not domed. 

Names of Staqes. 

KIIARKANDI . 

MBu6 KHBNI 

M A X U ~ L  . 

I(Qknrs hold Zhdb. 

DI~TANCES I N  

:: ]MA,. . About 30 miles througl~ the Marhf valley. The 
24 263 valley is well cultivrltcd. The town of Mar6f 

MILBS. 

Inter- 
medintc. 

I- 

9 

9 - 

12 - 

The Knr6tis, 

I 

Tota). 

- 

132; 

1411 

153) 

looks a long straight one, running generally north 
and south of a whitish appearance. I t  is eupposed t! 
be fortified in the same manner ae Knlit-i.Cfhilz%l, 
only there ie no hill. The,Arghast6n river rune to 

the north of it arid forms a deep ravine seemingly. To the south of i t  there seeine a spur running 
out from the rauge which entirely columands it. To its west is a long narrow mood ruuning cast 
and west. 



Bol~te No. 10-continued. 

No. of Nnmes of Stages. 
Stages. 

mediate. 

25 

the plntcau described ns clividfng the  K6elik-i-lt6d and Argl~nstBn valleys, and it hero nssulnee 
Inore open chnmctrr, till it  reaches tlre village of A ~ n i n  Kala, when the  hills dividing the  

Khshlr-i-Hdd and TamLk va l l~gs  commence closing i t  in. 

A STAQB . . 

Pass Arvilt, Muhamnd Aelam, and MezkEn Klrhn, 
distant lo), 11, and 128 miles, respectively, from 
the lnst stage. On leaving Mezkin Khln  tlre road 
passes through low stony hills nnd ciose to An, i~i  
KRIS crosses the  Wdnddz ndla', the left bank of 

and cavalry. 
SBgzBi, Karwbn, Katzi, nnd Bnbnr are prrsed a t  3, 6, and 7 miles respectively, 
Before resching SBgetii the Sodnni and two e~nall ndlds are crossed. Ou the former is situated 

the rillage of Khdghni, which consists of three hamlets about 4 mile a p r t .  
The ndlds present no difficulty to the pnsaage of g u n a  Tlle road is rough and .tony, but 

passnble for gun0 ; the could be ramped wit11 n few minutes' labour. Tlie dminmge from 

the hills on the r ight of the  road in falling into the river crosse? and cuts UP the tmck a t  frequellt 
inttrvnIs, but  n o s t  of the  &ldr thus formed can be made procticnble for guns with a f en  minutcsJ 

which is very steep. Aniin I<aln ia a Inrge villnge 
with a fair  cncnnlping ground. The water-supply is close a t  hand, nnd grain and bhzisa nre 
plentiful. The villngers do not keep n large supply of wheat 011 hnnd, but there are mills 011 the  
river a t  frequent intervals where wheat cnn be ground. The Whnddz ncilb Irere joins the  Arglraatsin. 
011 this &la' are situated the villages of AbdGI Lntif nnd Mir Aslam. On the  Wlicllanakar 
wllich joins the WQnd6z about 1 mile from Arniri Klran, is Snifulln. From these villagce nrid nlso 
from Mezltiil Kh&ri, supplies could be collected for a force encamped a t  Amin KIrLn. There is 
good grazing for celnels in and along tho river bed. 

26 

27 

15 

15 - A M ~ N  KALA . . 

wheeled traffic. In  a few places i t  will be necessary 
t ,  leave the road and pass through the  ]OW gravelly lrills to the north, onling to tlre rocky and 
clnngerous nntrrre of the path along the river bank. Bctween P i r  Muhamad nrid Ata Muh~lrrad is  
the  of Fnkir-Gd-L)in, or1 the left b :~nk ,  close to Fakir-6d-Din, is thc Lntar  nn'li, 3 miles 
from t h e  mouth of which is the  village of Smriilai. Betweeu Amin Knln and Pir Mnhnmnd, on 
the left bank of the river, is SBjn6, to the south-east of which ~ I ~ C  tlre villages of Mullamad 
~~6 K&&, Kachn&i KQrBz, and Im&rnt. To the four latter villages there is n rough road from 
Amin I(hdn. aood supply of water near encamping ground. 

Supplies might be collected here from SBgzBi, KhdgBni, end Fakir-Gd-Dill. There is very good 
grazing for camels close a t  hand. 

ATA ?~UHAMAD . 

28 MnsasAN KECHA . 

293 

At intervals of about # a mile nre Mulramad Huskn, 
Abdulla Khln ,  and Pir Muham:~d. From Pir 
Muhamad to Atn Muhamad (nbout 6f miles), the  
rond passing ro~rnd the nortlr of the  high hill, 
nbove the  lntter place becomes more difficult fo r  

9 -- 

~h~ right brink the Arghnatb, along which the  road runs, slopes, with a few exceptions, 

gmdunlly down to the 
The opposite bunk is sheep. and only nccessible a t  intervals guns 

16 - 318 

278 

302 

The road proceeds westwards along the r ight bank 
of the river for  rbout 12 miles, when i t  turns 
northwnrd and leaves the vnlley of the Arghss- 
t&n over a low kotal which offers little difficulty 
for the passnee of guns. It then proceeds in a u  
weeterly direction towards Murghan Keclla. 

At its north-errstcrn end the Arghastbn valley is 
almost a circular plntc3au surrounded by Irills, with 
the  town of Mariif in the  ceutre of it. J t  is 
seemitrgly highly cultivated and is fairly wooded. 

The valley then becomes a long, nnr1-ow, winding one 
for c~bout 20 milcs, abor~t which distance it rewlree 
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Rottte No. 10-co~~cluded. 

TIle rand in commanded on the r ight througliout almost i t s  entire length by low undulating 
hills. An elitcryrising enemy lniglit seriously nl~noy cOUVOy8, till the  ground being very favoul.able 
for the concenlmrnt of large bodies of meo. 

Murgllan Kechn is a largo village of some 200 houses nnd supplies nre pl~ntiful .  There is a 
g o d  camping ground to the east of the villnge. Tlie writer-sul~ply is obtained from n small strealll 
wbout 4 mile to the south. Another very small strenm rulls tllrl~ugh the  village. Tlie wat,er fl.om 
both these sources ie brackish. There is good grsxi~ig  ground for  camels iu the n e i g h b o u r h ~ ~ d ,  

Route No. 21. 

29 

d u t ~ o r i t i e a - ' I ( d s ~ ~ - I ( a ~ ~ ~ ~ i n  FORCE (1 880) ; ROUTE OF FORCE UNDER 
GENERAL ROSS (1 880). 

Cllmping Fronlld confined by cnltivatio~i. Water from k d ~ 6 .  S ~ u a l l  post, the gurrison of 
which 30 sabres llnd 4.0 rifles. Grail1 and b h h a  procurable. 

7 - MAND.~-HISSIB . 

v i l ] ~ p e  lies off t he r o d  to tlie right, nlrd is nbout 4 miles from Mend-i-Hissil.. After eetting on to 
the plai11, the road is crossed by nrllnerous irrigntion cannls, which might be troublesome to artillel-y. 
The soil is also soft and cuts up with trafEc. At 6 milts 1 furlong cross dry bed of Shorad river. 
It. is broad and s l ~ a l l ~ ~ w .  At 8 miles 'I furlongs pllss a zi&rat on tlie right, a t  which tlie K:tlbt-i- 
Ghilz&i road comes in from the enst (riglit rear). At 9 miles 7 furlongs the suhurbof I)eh Khwhj,js, 
lying 111ong tbe left of the road for nearly # R mile. I r r i g ~ ~ t e d  fields on the right. The r o d  Ir-ads 
&might to tlie BBr DurSni Gate, but  there is n broad track all round the walls outside. The fdg&h, 
or llorth gate, is renched a t  l l* miles, and the centre of the fornier British cautonment, ~lortb-werit 
o f t l ~ e  town, a t  12 miles from Mancl-i-His&. The best ca~npil lg ground is on the  maida'n, uorth of 
tlie city between the graveynrds 11nd the hills, and also about 12 niiles. 

The above route ss fairly corroborated by information supplied lo Major Macaulay, from 
which i t  seems that Kandaha'r is 34 easy marches from Dera Isma'il Khhn. This road a's said 
never to  be closed by snow. 

ARTHUR It. DICK, Lieut. ,  
2nd Punjab Cuvolry. 

3353 

337 

10% 
--- 

12 - 

30 

325 

- 

North-west towards the low kotal of Sli6randlll. 
The T;~~.nak river is crossed a t  1 mile 3 furlongs. 
I t s  bed is about 100 ~ a r d s  broad, and generally 
contains water in pools. A t  2 ~nileu 7 f u r l o ~ l ~ s t l i e  
c r e ~ t  of the kotal, broad and flnt. Tlience s t c~ t iy  
but easy. descent for nearly n mile. Sh6randbn 

K A N D A E ~ B  . . 
(BAR D n ~ l i ~ i  GATE 

CAMP) . . 

No. 
of 

B t q e e .  

Between Murghan Kecha nnd Mandi Hiss& two 
ndlds arc. met,- the first of wl~icli is nbout 1 mile 
from ikllurgllnn Kecl111. This ndld would be diffii-u]t 
to cross witli guns during rainy weather, o ~ e i ~ l ~  to 
the  swntnpy nature of the qround near the road, 
nnd n slight detour to either bank would be 
necessary: otherwise the road, which passrs 
tllrougll a stony undulating couutry, is good. 

1 

RBM aaxs. Narnee of Stagee. 

of dry watercoursee, wme of which require lamping, to  allow tlie paeenge of wheeled nrtille~.r. 

S H A ~ H G A O  . . I 13f 
I 

D I B ~ A R C E E  IN 
MILBB. -- 

Inter- 
mediate. 

... At 13 milee pass the  suburb of Roza, the outskirts 
of which are a mas8 of vineyards. 

A t  Z+ iniles a n&Fi and a stretlin nre met ~vitll, 
which require rnmping, but they call be turned 
R detour to the west. 

Between 3rd and 4 th  milee, there are a succession 
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Route No. 21- continued. 

A t  the 4th mile rond ascends a low kot6Z in nearly a straight line. (This kotal overlooks the 
~ h a z n f  plain.) 

From here the l~ills open orit on both sides, forming a basin from 1 mile to 14 miles broad, 
in which is a line of ka'reies, fur11i5hi11g wat,er to a few scorc acres of cultivation. -- 

At 63 miles the hills hnve convergeVd agnin, and here is the  southern end of the Sher Dahdn 
pss. The road ascends gradunlly to the crest of the pciss, which is reached n t  73 miles (elevation 
8,600 feet), containing hills bare nnd treeless, easy of access, especially from the enst. 

The hills open orit from entrance to crest of pass. 
A t  99 miles no~.thern end of pass is reached. Ascents and descents grrdnal, and quite practi- 

cnhle for the heaviest wlleeled guns. The road through the pass is good, and broad enough for 
four horses abreast, and easy fo r  all arms. 

L:lst 33 miles road good over opeu country. Hills to the etlat from 2 to 3 miles distant, right 
up to Sh~uhgto. 

Sha~hgao is a wnlled village, surrounded by R considerable nmount of cultivation. Good 
cnmpirlg ground on open plnin. Hills to the enst, 1 mile distnnt. l'he Shin& is here a very small 
st,lnearn, h ~ ~ t  water is plentiful in numerous springs. Supplies and forage procr~rnble for a large 
force. The whole of the Kibnl-Kandahir force camped here on 14th Auguet 1880. 

I I 
brigadee of 1111 arms. Camel-gl 

ga 

Easy rond along mnin Kibnl-Cfhnznf highway. 
The best cnmping ground here is on the opposite 

or left bank of the Shin6z river. Supplies have 
to be collected a t  SBiadibid from the villages in 
the Shfnkz and Unkii vnlleys, both of which are 
fertile and well cultivated. 

.w~iilg R I I ~  forage also procurable. Inhabitauts Wardaks. 

23 

3 

Road easy for all nrms. On the enst i t  runs close 
under the I~ills, and the ground thereabouts is 
unsuitnble for tbe act,ion of cavalry and wheeled 
nrtillery. To the west the oountry is open, and 
troops can move on a broad front. 

Srlpplies and water sufficient for three mixed 

clilt in places for heavy guns. The valley is extrcmely fertile and well cultivated, with numer- 
ous vi l l~ges  dotted about. 

Good camping ground on west of road, witb room for two infantry brigades (8 regiments), 
arid room for a similar force can be found a mile or so this side of Haidrrr Khkl, between that 
place and Jnkin (1'nki~). 

Supplies and wnter in sufficient quantity for  one cnvalry and three infautry brigadee. 

33+ 
Up to nbout 6th mile troops can move along on e 

broad front, the country being open. A t  about 
6 miles the road narrors, nnd troops and b a g g ~ ~ g e  
l l ~ v e  to converge on the one road for a short die- 
tance. 

Road pnsuee under low hill8 on right;  a little diffi. 

HAIDAR KHBL . . 

I I 

103 

a t  first somewlint steep, but gradunlly becomi~~p gentle, up the vnlley to Top. 
Ample space for camping, and a good supply of water from a stream. 

I 

6 

104 - 6 
484 

mentioned nignalling can be carried on with the Shcr D ~ h i n  Kotnl. The road is good, but runs 
rnther close to the hills on the west. The centre of the valley, which is gravelly and uncultivated, 
could, however, be followed by nny force without wheeled artillery. Nulnerow small ravines 
would have to be crossed, but otherwise there nre uo difficulties. 

NO sliRcient water-supply for a c ~ l n p  between Top and Kbla ~ u r i n i .  

103 - KALA D U B ~ N ~  . 
(Elevatiou 7,100.') 

TOP . . 
(IClevatioo 7,400'.) 

The road runs for about 3 miles along an open 
vt~lley, and thence to ShekhBbdd is commanded by 
low hills close to i t  on the east, and by higher and 
more distant ones on the west. There is n rapid 
descent into Sljekhdbid (elevatio~l 6,650'), where 
the river is crossed, and thence a continaoue ascent, 

The road continues to ascend gently for 64 miles, 
592 when i t  reaches a watershed which exteuds across 

the valley, and descends gradually thence to Kale 
I)urinf, nt about 6 miles the villages of 
Boni BaBm and Andn which lie close under the 
hills to the west. Froin tbe watershed nbove 
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The above is distinctly the best and most direct rout,e from Glinzni to BBmiLn. There ie 
nnother route ~vlrich runs north-west from Qhazni, crosses the soutliern continuation of the 
Pnglimiin range by the Kota1.i-N66r, and the Helinand some 40 miles below Gnrdan DiwBr, ~ n d  
fiuslly pnsses orcr the Band-i-Bibti by the dificult Kotal-i-Reg into the B8miri11 vnlley. The 
iu for~nnt io~~ regflrding this route is scanty and generally unreliable, being allnost entirely from 
native report. What is known is given below. 

Rozcte No. 21-continued. 
Alnplo camping and water abundant and good from n stream. Near I b l n  D u r h i  is 

another fort called Knla Sher Muhnmmed, and the place is known by either name. 

G H A Z N ~  TO B i s f r i ~  Via" THE KOTAL-I-NLGR AND KOTAL-I-REQ. 

Theroad is good, nnd fit for wheeled artillery, ex. 
cept ~t one or two points which require widening 
and i~nprovement, to PBen Maidtin, 7$ miles. For 
2P miles froin Kala Dor&ni, i t  continues to descend 
gradually, when the KBbal river is crossed, whicli 
here, bendiug north-enst, flows thi.ougll the Ln- 

7 

kizcthorify-&ta~~r,~m, 

KOT Asn~tfi . . 

lsndnr valley to I<ibal. The river was easily fordi~ble in April, 18" deep. Hence to PBen Maiddn 
(clevetion 7,170') the valley is solnewhnt contracted, rond following the course of the river. 

From PBen Maidell (where General Ross encarnped in 1890) a track follows the river up the 
B&16 MnidBn valley, joining the KBbal-I3BmiBn rond near Kot Ash14 (v ide  Route No. 6). It, 
would require making for wlleeled artillery. 

No' or 
stages. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

6 

13 - 

) Vide Route No. 6, Stage 3 r t  leq.  

Nnrncs of Stegee. 

JWATU . 8 

SAU-I-AO , . 
TAHITOP . . 
C H A H Y ~ B  . . 
SUBXHIK BUM . 

72) 

82t 

92 4 

ioia 

'ISt 

l24a 

1398 

1492 

15Si 

8  

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

- 

RBICABKB. 

Road crosses the plain from Gthaznf, nnd then follows 
an open valley, and passes over a low kotal into 
the Sar-i-Ao valley at the head of the strenm 
which waters Qhazni. 

TWO low kotals are then crossed, leading into the 
Ralignrdo nnd Abdnra vnlleys respectively, nnd 
tho lattcr vnlley, which gradually contrncts, is 
followed to the Icotnl-i-NQh.. Tho country 
beyond the pnss is enid to be n A n t  opcn platcau 
with cultivated hollows, and plenty of water and 
grazing. 

DIBTANCBB IN 
 MILE^. 

J ~ L B E Z  . . 
SAR-1-CEARHMA . 
UNAI KOTAL (foot of) 

~ A R D A N  D I W ~ L  . 
K A L A - I - K I X ~ ~ R ~ E  . 
KALA IBAK . 
KALA TOPCII~ . 
D ~ X I ~ N  . 

(Icala S~lrkiri). 

Inter- 
medlrte. -- 

12 ? - 
12 ? 

12 ? - 
83 - 

12 ? - 

12 

24 

a6 

44 

66 
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Rottte No. 21-concluded. 

No. O f  ~ s r n e s  of Stages. 
stsges. 

At Jaopitril the Daulnt Yhr-Khbal road is :joitlcd. 
The 1)dadLr says of the road up to this point, 
that i t  " i s  said to be good all the way, a ~ i d  
practicable for camels, being used by traders, end 
nlso by people from as far as  Kohit  and JQldlS- 
b&d, wlio come in summer to graze their flocks." 
ChnhySs is said to be situated in the  Khawhb 
valley, whence the road npperlrs to cross to the 
Kaj io  valley, aud thence by a not high kolal to 
the vnlley of the Helmand. 

At Jaopibl  are 40 houses of DBmardagh&n. 

10 MBRKEBXA . I Road level for n mile, with low hills on eitlrcr 
100 side, when there is an easy descent for 4 mile to rr 

ndla'. Crossing the ndld there is a rocky but easy 
ascent for a mile to tlle Kotnl-i-NQmnr, the descsnt 
from which is easy, about 1 mile in length, to a 
stream whicli the road crosses by a strong wooden 

bridge. Tlie road now follows the lagao (called Tngao Jspesang) to nbout 9+ miles, mhcn i t  
nscends to the Kotnl-i-MBrkhina, asccnt easy, roud good. Tlie descent is steep and rocky, impass- 
able for gulls unless improved. 

Twenty Ilouses of KWik Besuds, and nn Afe;hBn commissariat depbt with supplies for 
1,000 men. Itoom for c:inp: tagao 500 yards wide; all cultivated. 

BANIAN (Icnla Sar- 
k61.i). 

Road good, nlong steep, rocky hill-sides for 2 miles. 
The stream is then crossed (cnsilg fordnble, except 
when in flood; there is also a wooden bridge 
practicable for camels), and the rond follows the 
opposite hill sides for the rest of the stngc. It is 
tbrollghout made, and good. Se\*eral villi~ges are 
passed. 

A village of 30 houses of Mnrdd. 

The road to the Rotal-i-Reg turns north from the 
main road u t  Qhnrgarn, and ascends the Band.i- 
Bib& mngc. The kotal is passed beyond Jirii~k- 
hina. Tlle passage is said to be UHITO~V (about 
30 yards wide) with precipitous rocks ou either 
haad. It is stated to be practicable for horeemen, 
but not for camels. Froill the kotal thc road 
descetlde to the UQmi4n valley by the Dara 
Faolddi, and is said to be fair. 

The I(otnl-i-Reg is sairl to be closed for four montlrs in the year. It derives its name from 

the sand-drifts which ncc~imulntc on the kotal. The present Amir advanced into ATghinist&n by 

this p:~ss, inee t i~~g  Slier Ali a t  Gh;izui. 
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